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Abstract

A caricature is a distorted representation of a person or exaggerated way
through artistic drawing. Caricature had always been expressionist, for the
Caricaturist plays with the likeness of his figure and distorts it to express
just what he feels about his fellow man. As long as these distortions of
nature sailed under the flag of satire and humor, nobody seemed to find
them different to understand. Humorous art is a field where everything is
permitted because people do not approach it with prejudice. They reserved
for art with a thing. In Persian art, Caricature can be insulting (Heja) or
complimentary and serve a social and political purpose.

Some of the earliest Caricatures are the works of Kamal ud-Din Behzad,
master painter of Sultan Husayn Bayqara's court. Contemporary Historians
all speak with glowing praise about Behzad's skill. Also, writers in the reign
of Sultan Husayn Bayqara compared him with other great painters of Herat
and praised him among them or as better. Sultan Husayn had an unusu-
al face and a strange figure. Behzad represented this with his illustration,
such that as soon as Sultan Husayn saw it, his depression and unhappiness
turned to delight. It can be said that these illustrations were Caricatures that
delighted Sultan Husayn. Such accounts indicate two critical facts. Firstly,
Behzad was capable of illustrating subjects naturalistically; secondly, his il-
lustrations can be a form of Caricature and amusement, according to which,
Behzad was a pioneer of Caricature in the world.

A milestone in defining Caricature was the works of Mir Seyyed Ali in the
Indian court. In his story, Caricature was formalized as the process of ex-
aggerating differences from Ghazali (the poet) figure. This Caricature sat-
irizes Ghazali's figure with an exaggerated pose. Beside the public-figure
satire, many artists' Caricatures were used as gifts for a patron. Sultan Mu-
hammad's painting called "allegory of drunkenness" was popular at street

1. Professor, Department of Advanced Studies of Art, Faculty of Art, Soore University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: yazhand@ut.ac.ir



&$ Rahpooye Hekmat-e Honar
(Biquarterly Journal of Wisdom and Art)
Vol. 1, No. 1, Autumn 2022 and Winter 2023

fairs, often with humorous results. During Safavid period we can explore a
range of topics and techniques, from figure drawing to sketching animals,
the life of people as humorous entertainment, and similar cases.

We discover different drawing styles like comics, for example, "man at-
tacked By a Bear" by Reza Abbasi. In Safavid time, artists added the de-
piction of actual events to their repertoire of portraits. Riza Abbasi's style
had matured. His insight into portraits from this Period is those of figures
such as" Nashmi Kamangar". Riza, in this figure, Satirizing a political lead-
er of Qizilbash. A remarkable series of drawings of anguished men in the
wilderness reflects the artist's troubled state of mind and a reaction against
the claustrophobic life of the court. Qalandar Darvish could, when in an ec-
static mood, display deadly violence. Some of Qalandar Darvish wandered
in steppe or scenes of cities in states of heroic self-mortification to achieve
communion with the universal spirit. Qalandar dervishes lived in cemeter-
ies, even graves, as signs of self-annihilation. During initiation, they only
ate herbs and were clad in foliage (of the fig trees). The paintings show them
barefoot, with a feather expressively shown, and the shaven scalp and face
of some of Muhammad Siyah Qalam and other representations of Qalandar
dervishes can be seen. These works are like caricatures and humorous art.
This article expresses Caricature and humor in Persian painting with this
conclusion that Behzad was one of the pioneer Caricaturists in the world.

Keywords: Caricature, Nashmi Kamangar, Qalandar Darvish, Humor, Per-
sian Visual Culture.
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