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Abstract
The tendency towards "authenticity" has been considered more than ever
in developing countries, especially in Islamic countries. Revivalist trends
have become one of the most influential currents in Islamic countries' con-
temporary art and architecture. The literature shows that these trends, in ad-
dition to their strengths, also had several weaknesses. In Iran, along with the
other trends in developing countries, revivalism acts as a dominant trend
in the scene of contemporary architecture. In search of a contemporary ex-
pression, Revivalist trends in Iran aim to establish an outstanding model for
the Islamic Republic of Iran. The high-performance architecture theory is a
futuristic phenomenon that outlines a future for the world's architecture, es-
pecially for the future architecture of developing countries such as Iran. The
context analysis looks at Islamic countries in the West of Asia, the North
Africa (MENA) region, and other Islamic countries. As a leading architec-
tural theory, the high-performance architecture theory outlines a framework
for integrating technology and prosperity to meet "excellence".

The main goal of the research is to find the similarities and differences be-
tween the proposed theory with other competing theories in Islamic coun-
tries. The primary purpose of this study is to re-understand the revivalist
tendencies in Islamic countries and to analyze their strengths and weak-
nesses in comparison with the high-performance architecture theory.

The research methodology is based on an analytical and logical argumenta-
tion research strategy. Regarding the "design-based" character of high-per-
formance architecture theory, the research methodology is to include theory
and practice simultaneously. Based on the outlined goal, the research results
can provide a framework for comprehensive policies in the field of art and
architecture of Islamic countries. From a methodological point of view, the

1. Professor, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Tarbiat Modares
University, Tehran, Iran. Email: mahdavinejad@modares.ac.ir
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research examines the theories of revival and related practices in the art and
architecture of Islamic countries with a logical argumentation strategy. For
the reasoning process, the research has adopted the descriptive-analytical
methodology. It uses semantic content analysis and modeling methods to
analyze the effects and procedures. With a forward-looking futuristic ap-
proach, the research seeks to draw what is the desired model of art and
architecture at the level of the 20-year vision document of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran; as an inspiring model for other Islamic countries.

Research findings show that both anti-technology and anti-traditional
trends have been doomed to fail in the field of practice. These reactionary
trends seem to suffer from a lack of integrity and comprehensive under-
standing. They have led to a kind of "extreme traditionalism" or "imita-
tion architecture" in the contemporary architecture of developing countries
such as Iran. The results show a weakness in understanding the context
for a futuristic and conceptual perspective toward the future. The results
are petro-dollars for a hasty pastiche architectural style in some developing
countries which results in environmental catastrophe and an energy-hungry
development style.

The research's conclusion underscores that an essential shortcoming of the
existing theories in the art and architecture of Islamic countries is the lack
of practicality in the field of "design" and the weakness of comprehensive-
ness in the field of "technology". It highlights that a successful architecture
theory has to criticize extremist traditionalism and imitation-eclecticism for
finding a way toward the future. The high-performance architecture theory
has to respect the context to learn from indigenous identity and adopt new
technologies to meet excellence in design. From this perspective, it could
be an alternative for the future of art and architecture in Islamic and devel-
oping countries.

Keywords: Contemporary art of Islamic countries, Design-based approach,
Future architecture, High-performance architecture, Excellence in design,
Philosophy of fine art, 20-Year visioning document of Iran.



