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Abstract

Humanism is generally considered the most critical difference between Re-
naissance and Christian art in the middle centuries. The theoretical founda-
tions of the emergence of Renaissance humanistic art are subject to many
questions since we had no precise philosophy regarding the definition of
man and his place in existence in the Renaissance era. By looking at the
opinions of medieval theologians and studying their continuation in the Re-
naissance period, it is possible to recognize some roots of the formation of
the mentioned art. Saint Augustine considered religious faith as the source
of rational knowledge on the one hand, in his doctrine of "I believe in order
to understand,"; and on the other hand, he considered the truth of perception
and knowledge dependent on human action in a deeper meaning. Along
with the scientific achievements of the Renaissance period, some theories
were influential in the formation of humanistic philosophy as the theologi-
cal foundations of the Middle Ages. These theories include Abelard's theory
of doubt as a means to reach the truth, Saint Francis's explanations regard-
ing the fact that the truth is down on earth and within man himself rather
than above, or the belief in the originality of the individual, which Ockham
proposed. After studying and recovering the effects of medieval philosophy
on the renaissance period, this article tries to follow the similarity of the
mentioned philosophical developments in the world of art. The research
method in this article is descriptive and analytical, information collection is
done in a library style, and data analysis is conducted inductively. Accord-
ing to the research findings, it is clear that the ruling opinions of Christian
theologians were influential in the formation of modern thought and, ac-
cordingly, the humanistic art of the Renaissance. One can recognize this
effectiveness in the emergence of perspective rules as artistic Subjectivism
and the representation of a God-like man. Although Renaissance painting
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emphasized natural beauty and physical forms, it did not lose the religious
meaning of the past. The simple figures of the past gave way to a kind of
luxurious beauty, self-presenting faces with precious clothes full of worldly
power and lust. Even the image of the God of Christianity was depicted in
the form of a strong and beautiful human. The human-like and powerful
God had a sign of belief in God's existential dominion over human rational-
ity. On the other hand, the discovery of new rules of perspective in Renais-
sance artworks was an attempt to create a rational methodical knowledge of
the outside world. Although this vision confronts the Middle Ages pictorial
tradition; but, we can still find the roots of some of the Renaissance era's
achievements in the past, where some thinkers propose some principles of
philosophy based on the originality of the subject. Abelard, for example,
gave theological perception a human and indeterminate nature by empha-
sizing the place of doubt as a means of receiving the truth. Besides that, we
have Ockham, who considered science to be the product of human experi-
ence and observation. All these theories look at the malleability of the idea
of representing the world based on indeterminate rules and human sensibil-
ity. Furthermore, finally, the establishment of deepening laws was effective.

Keywords: Middle Ages, Renaissance Art, Christian wisdom, Humanistic
art, Perspective.



