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Abstract

Performance art is one of the postmodern shows which has specific com-
ponents. Features such as replacing the show with performance, improvisa-
tion, absence of a previous plan and scenario, the randomness of some ele-
ments of the play, indeterminacy of time and sometimes the place, reducing
the distance between the show and reality, and the persistent presence of the
audience are the characteristics of this type of performance. There is a kind
of closeness and kinship between the elements of performance art and the
Ashura performances formed by Shiites and Ashura mourners. In the Ashu-
ra, we see ritual actions performed by the mourning groups, such as palm
twirling, flag twirling, chain swinging, chest swinging, machete swinging,
financial flower, stone throwing, boiling ceremony, giving dinner to strang-
ers, mourning groups, and the like. These performances are not a kind of
show, but a kind of performance as if it is a religious and ritual act for the
performers, and it is not artificial and fake. This article attempts to express
the similarities or differences between performance art and Ashurai perfor-
mances to compare a specific type of contemporary dramatic literature that
has its audience in the Postmodern era with a Shiite ritual art. It also tries
to clarify whether it is legal from a jurisprudential point of view to display
the character and face of the innocents and religious leaders in performing
and performing arts.

Drama and performance have been a way to narrate and retell the stories
of human life throughout the history of art and human life. Man has always
found those magnificent, bitter, or sad stories attractive and wanted to show
them. For a long time, before cinema and television entered human life,
the possibilities of narrating and narrating life stories were realized orally
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or through quotations. Storytelling was performed through story writing,
drama, and sometimes through visual arts such as painting. Therefore, the
art of performance, or in a new term, the art of theater, has found a special
place in cultural traditions such as ancient Greece, Rome, and Mesopota-
mia. So that one of the most influential arts of ancient Greece, as the origin
of mythology, philosophy, and literature of the West, is dramatic literature,
and people like Aristotle, in his art of poetry, lean towards dramatic liter-
ature and fiction more than any other art, and discusses aesthetic issues in
this context. The research examined library sources and written documents
about performance show in the postmodern era. It also examined the writ-
ten and observational works of Ashura's performances. It became clear that
there are many independent written works about these two performances,
some of which were studied and cited in this article. However, there is no
written work about the comparative study between these two drama tradi-
tions, and no one has addressed it. This article attempted to examine the
similarities and differences between these two categories of works in two
cultural traditions. This comparative study is the product of the measure-
ment and evaluation of two issues.

Keywords: Performance art, Ashura performances, Show, Performance,
The jurisprudence of show and performance.



