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Extended abstract

The concepts of similitude and transcendence in Islamic theology are
fundamental and challenging topics that have been the focus of philosophers,
theologians, and mystics throughout Islamic history. These concepts pertain
to how God is described through divine names and attributes and the
interpretation of the relationship between the multiplicity of the world and the
essential unity of the divine. Similitude involves making God comparable to
creation, which, if taken to extremes, may lead to restriction of the concept
of divinity. Conversely, transcendence involves keeping God free from any
resemblance to human attributes, which, if pursued without limits, can render
the understanding of divinity obscure and inaccessible.

The balance between these two approaches has always been a challenge in
Islamic thought, and understanding this balance is crucial for a more precise
appreciation of Islamic art. Islamic art, shaped by Islamic philosophy and
mysticism, strives to find a way to express the divine truth without falling into
extreme similitude or transcendence. Among the prominent Islamic mystics,
Ibn Arabi has provided a balanced perspective on similitude and transcendence,
attempting to harmonize and integrate these concepts. According to Ibn
Arabi, a complete understanding of divinity and Islamic art depends on the
synthesis and balance between these approaches. He believes that excess in
either direction can lead to misguidance and a limited understanding of divine
truth. Therefore, Islamic art, in its perfection, is an effort to create a balance
between similitude and transcendence. Instead of a direct imitation of nature,
it utilizes elements like light in such a way that reflects profound mystical
concepts without falling into the extremes of similitude or transcendence.
Light, as one of the primary elements in Islamic architecture, has always
played a role beyond mere aesthetic considerations, serving as a symbol of
divine presence and manifestations in the material world. The Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque, one of the most outstanding examples of Safavid architecture,
especially in terms of light usage is considered a masterpiece. With its unique
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lighting design, this mosque not only creates a beautiful and enchanting space
but also artistically displays profound mystical concepts.

Ibn Arabi, a major Islamic mystic, pays special attention to the notion of
absolute light as the manifestation of the divine essence. He interprets light
not only as a physical phenomenon but as a symbol of divine truth appearing
in the world. In this context, the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, through its use
of light, symbolically refers to these divine manifestations, establishing a
connection between Islamic art and mysticism.

Although the architecture of the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque has been
extensively studied from aesthetic and historical perspectives, research
specifically addressing the connection between the mosque’s lighting
design and mystical concepts is relatively scarce. This study explores the
relationship between lighting design in the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque and the
notions of absolute light and divine manifestations in Ibn Arabi’s mysticism.
The primary questions are: How are absolute light and its manifestations
reflected in the architecture of the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque? To what extent
can these reflections be aligned with Ibn Arabi’s mystical views? What is
the connection between the concepts of similitude and transcendence in Ibn
Arabi’s mysticism and the lighting design in the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque?
The research seeks to achieve the following objectives: Analyze the reflection
of absolute light and its manifestations in the architecture of the Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque. Comparative analysis of Ibn Arabi’s mystical views with
the mosque’s lighting design clarifies the relationship between the concepts
of similitude and transcendence and the lighting design in the mosque’s
architecture. This research also analyses how a spiritual and mystical
experience is created through the mosque’s lighting design.

Given the importance of Islamic architecture in Iranian culture and art, a
detailed and thorough examination of symbolic elements in these buildings can
lead to a deeper understanding of the relationship between art, architecture, and
Islamic mysticism. The Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, as a prominent example of
Safavid architecture, is significant not only historically and artistically but also
in terms of its mystical concepts. This study can contribute to elucidating how
profound mystical concepts are reflected in Islamic architecture and provide
a comparative analysis between these concepts and architectural design.
Ultimately, the research will directly enrich the study of Islamic architecture
and mysticism and identify lesser-explored aspects of these works.

Keywords: Light, Similitude, Transcendence, Islamic architecture, Ibn Arabi,
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