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Extended abstract

Muslim artists have long been concerned about recreating Quranic themes in
their works. This challenge has become more pronounced in the modern era
with the emergence of modern arts such as cinema. Expressing the sublime
themes of wisdom and portraying them within the limited framework of
imagery has been a complex issue. Martyr Seyyed Morteza Avini, through
his deeply Islamic upbringing, attempted to demonstrate the realization of
Quranic transcendent themes in two layers: the first to the warriors and the
second to the general audience of his documentaries.

This research aims to elucidate the components of wisdom as a central
theme in Surah Lugman and to analyze its representation in the first series
of “Narrative of Conquest” documentaries. The data were analyzed using
qualitative content analysis and cognitive methods through Max QDA
software. This method enabled a systematic and detailed exploration of the
connections between the Quranic expressions of wisdom and their artistic
representation in Avini’s works.

Qualitative content analysis was a scientific tool for uncovering hidden
meanings and messages within texts and visuals. Cognitive analysis
examined how these works affect human thought and emotions by
focusing on audience perception and cognition. Max QDA software
allowed researchers to meticulously analyze the relationship between
the components of wisdom in Surah Lugman and their depiction in the
“Narrative of Conquest” documentaries.

This study is significant because it pioneers exploring Quranic themes within
the framework of modern cinematic art. It highlights how contemporary
artistic tools can effectively convey profound religious concepts, bridging
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traditional Islamic teachings and new generations. Furthermore, it
demonstrates how art can communicate universal human and ethical values
in a compelling and accessible manner.

Another key aspect of this research is the comparative analysis between
the themes of wisdom in Surah Lugman and their representation in Avini’s
documentaries. This comparison helps better understand the connection
between Quranic teachings and artistic methods, showcasing how modern
artistic formats can articulate profound religious values. It also underscores
the importance of linking art and religion, offering a model for Muslim
artists to draw inspiration from Quranic teachings in creating their works.
The findings reveal that “Narrative of Conquest” employs precise indicators
to represent wisdom thematically. This representation is achieved by
aligning technical elements with human cognitive and perceptual features
and integrating authentic events with artistic expression, reflecting a
profound connection between art and Quranic wisdom.

Cognitive analysis of the documentaries highlights Martyr Avini’s
unparalleled ability to align Quranic themes with the Quran’s expressive
structure. According to Avini, the key to impactful artistic expression is the
complete integration of truth with the artist’s perceptual structure and the
inseparability of form and content. Avini believed that art should reflect
truth, a principle he applied consistently in all his works, particularly in
Narrative of Conquest.

One of the remarkable aspects of “Narrative of Conquest” is incorporating
key themes from Surah Lugman, such as being benevolent, grateful,
faithful, prayerful, and resilient. These themes are vividly depicted within
the Sacred Defence context through the warriors’ behaviours and dialogues.
By leveraging artistic tools such as lighting, music, editing, and narration,
Avini conveyed complex philosophical concepts in a manner accessible to
a broad audience. He asserted that the fusion of form and content is the
essence of Islamic art.

This documentary series also effectively portrays themes like fulfilling
divine promises, following righteous leaders, and integrating faith with
righteous deeds. Avini emphasized honesty in representation, avoiding
artificiality, and linking the profound truths of the Sacred Defense with
the Quranic principles of wisdom. His artistic approach allowed viewers
a unique and transformative experience, showcasing the depth of Quranic
values in real-life contexts.

From a cognitive perspective, “Narrative of Conquest” accurately portrays
the concepts of wisdom and demonstrates how modern artistic tools can
convey profound Quranic messages. This documentary series stands as
a successful example of harmonizing religious truths with the cognitive
structure of the audience. Furthermore, Avini’s innovative narrative
techniques set a significant precedent for presenting Quranic wisdom in a
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contemporary context.

Thisstudyunderscores that “Narrative of Conquest” isaunique amalgamation
of'art and Quranic teachings. Employing the Quran’s expressive structure, it
portrays the ideal individuals envisioned in Surah Lugman and introduces a
novel approach to meaning-making for future generations. The significance
of “Narrative of Conquest” lies in its fidelity to Quranic themes and its
adept use of modern artistic tools to leave a lasting impact on the minds and
hearts of its audience.

In conclusion, “Narrative of Conquest,” rooted in Martyr Avini’s vision,
stands as one of the foremost artistic achievements of the Islamic Revolution.
It establishes a profound link between art and Quranic wisdom and offers
an invaluable model for Muslim artists. Through its multidimensional
representation of truth, wisdom, and human resilience, it remains a timeless
testament to the power of art in conveying divine messages.
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