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Extended abstract

It is largely unknown how traditional master and apprentice training became
an effective strategy for the growth and prosperity of trades and professions.
Evidence and proof that traditional training is typical among craftspeople
and artists date back to times before the advent of Islam. The purpose of
the present study is to determine that in the ritual of chivalry how, a master
runs the workshop and instructs the apprentice regarding his preferences,
creating an environment that fosters the growth and development of the
apprentice as well as young children and encouraging them to pursue
technical education and careers. Additionally, when skilled work masters
came up with a notable profession gained among the apprentices, it resulted
in the prosperity and advancement of the desired branch. In fotovat-nameh,
elders and work masters urged their apprentices to become familiar with
the fundamental ideas of their line of work and the techniques’ guiding
principles and rules. Fotovat-nameh established a link between the
profession, common moral values, and religious concepts, confirmed this
connection, and provided a roadmap for aspiring masters. The eagerness of
the newcomers to learn various classes in the writings of Ikhwan al-Safa
is thought to be the philosophical, logical, and intellectual foundation of
fotovat-nameh.

There are hints that the fotovat and chivalry rituals have a pre-Islamic
Iranian history. The term ‘ritual of chivalry and fotovat’ originally referred
to the ceremonies and rituals in which young people would engage to
make a covenant of friendship and sympathy before embarking on the path
of bravery and chivalry. The young people made a pact to consistently
support and stand by one another to aid the oppressed, demonstrate loyalty,
trustworthiness, and sacrifice, show hospitality, and practice martial arts
in designated locations. The ritual of chivalry is described in Chitsazan’s
Fotovat-nameh as follows: A chivalry is someone who is the perfect
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embodiment of chivalry and the transfer of martial chivalry to mysticism.
However, a believer engaged in a profession becomes a good example.
Thus, the profession of a person who joins Fotovat, whatever profession it
is, should become a kind of service of chivalry.

Fotovat-namehs are moral instructions derived from a unique written or
oral practice passed down from generation to generation. They contain
anecdotes, hadiths, advice, moral sermons, and the alphabet of professions.
Besides, various trade tools and their functions, such as the belting ritual
and the Halva-cooking ceremony, can be classified as part of this tradition.
The goal of fotovat is to move the main light of nature from its potential to
its actual state.

The relationship and continuity between fotovat guilds and professions
throughout history, especially during particular historical periods, has been
assessed in this study. Trade guilds and professions have thus replaced or
merged with craft guilds. Regarding the foundation of guilds and professions
on comradery and consensus, Ikhwan al-Safa also stated, “So be aware that
every craft has its people, and every person of knowledge and craft has
principles, the principles of which agree with each other, but the branches
of which are different.

In traditional training, the discussion of competence, which is very important
in selecting apprentices for the workmaster, is considered a secret of the
profession. Thus, it is necessary to consider the conditions for accepting
trust and the reasons for justifying the secrecy of the professions.

A study of the relationship between master and apprentice in teaching the
arts and crafts with an emphasis on the traditional system was presented
by Seifi et al. in the context of examining master-apprentice etiquette and
art training. The paper examined the ethical manners and the relationship
between master and apprentices as well as their position in vocational
education. They concluded that by looking at ancient texts, it was possible
to determine that Iranian traditional art owes a significant portion of its
success to the quality of the conventional relationship between master and
apprentices, which was founded on respect for the admired ethics derived
from the culture of leader and disciple (Morad and Morid).

In their book ‘Fourteen Treatises on Fotovat Guilds,” Afshari and Madaeni
conducted an analytical introduction and a historical look at the Fotovat-
nameh. They examined the trades of the traditional bazaar orders such as
apparitor, bakers, watermen and bathers, felters, barbers, slaughterers, and
butchers, on the twelve questions of stones and razors, on the guidance of
the pastor, and so on. In this introduction, they have focused on the historical
description and analysis of the conditions of writing Fotovat-nameh and
how to deal with Iranian society’s social and political backgrounds. This
book contains the text of 14 treatises on chivalrous people and artisans.
The book ‘Rite of Chivalry,” written by Henry Corbin and translated by

17



18

Rahpooye Hekmat-e Honar %

(Biquarterly Journal of Wisdom and Art)
Vol. 3, No. 2 (5), Autumn 2024 & Winter 2025

Ehsan Naraghi, is discussed in the following sections. This book includes
a mystical analysis and investigation of several old texts, including the
fotovat-nameh by Chitsazi and Omar Sohrvardi, which has two editions. At
the beginning of the book, in an analytical introduction, Corbin describes the
chivalrous people as spiritual knights with Shiite beliefs who participated in
the great Jihad. Corbin viewed the chivalrous people’s religious practices
and beliefs as an attempt at mysticism. In addition, he contrasted texts
promoting chivalry with the European Pre-Renaissance period’s chivalric
teachings.

In addition, Ravan Jou, in his paper ‘Adaab al-Mashgha as Fotovat-nameh
of calligraphers,’ introduced educational texts known as the manner or
etiquette in Iranian culture. Adaab al-Mashgha and Fotovat-nameh also
considered such texts. The popular texts known as ‘fotovat-namehs’ were
created by chivalrous people from different market guilds for their profession.
These texts emphasize educational and practical points in the direction of
the traditional culture of spreading and expanding market professions,
in addition to professional training, honouring the work, sanctifying the
profession, praising good qualities, and emphasizing these points. The guild
elders select the apprentices to conceal and keep the profession secret in
Fotovat-namehs and rituals. Adab al-Mashq is a fotovat-nameh written for
calligraphers because of the same characteristics.

Keywords: Fatovat-nameh, The order of chivalry, Traditional art education,
Master-apprenticeship education system, Akhavan al-Safa
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