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Extended abstract

Iranian painting represents a world in which there is no manifestation of
physical quantities, and the laws of realism do not apply. The Iranian painter
did not endeavour to create a representation; instead, by using a literary
or mythological subject as a basis, they sought to reflect a glimpse of the
inner realm by depicting the manifestations of nature. The works created
this way can be seen in books and illustrated manuscripts. Among these,
the illustrated anthology of poems from the year 801 AH (Hijri) produced
in the Shiraz school during the Timurid period is a prominent example of
spatial representation in imagery based on mythology and the depiction
of natural forms in pursuit of inner manifestation. The motifs depicted in
the anthology reflect the same abstract concepts prevalent in pre-Islamic
art, often seen in plaster works, silver and gold vessels, and pottery. These
motifs, after the advent of Islam, have been harmonized with the teachings
of the pure religion of Islam and have transformed into symbols of the
promised paradise of Muslims.

In the realm of Iranian painting, Shiraz stands as one of the most important
centers for producing illustrated literary manuscripts, showcasing a painting
type that effectively illustrates the connection with pre-Islamic visual
traditions and their revival in Islamic form. While preserving their local
identity, the artists of Shiraz also drew on the experiences of previous artists
and the treasury of Iranian motifs, striving for the flourishing of Shiraz’s
painting school and adding innovations to it. Since traces of pre-Islamic
plant motifs and symbolic elements are evident in the landscape style of the
Shiraz school, it becomes essential to conduct further studies regarding the
concepts of these motifs and how they have persisted in Shiraz’s painting.
The existence of these conceptual motifs as a primary decorative element in
art and architecture before Islam and their continuation in the landscapes of
the anthology of poems from 801 AH raises several questions in this field:

1.The Member of Graphic design Department, Faculty of Architecture & Art, University of
Guilan, Rasht, Iran. Email: Marziehtoraji@guilan.ac.ir
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In the landscape illustrations of this anthology, are the visual characteristics
and decorative elements derived from mythical concepts? Do these motifs
and symbolic elements merely serve a decorative purpose in the illustrations
of the anthology, or do they embody a belief in the sanctity of mythological
heritage and Islamic paradise?

Based on this, in this research, after investigating the concept of Khounirath
and the three important elements of plants, water, and mountains in
mythology and their origins, the analysis will focus on the role of these
elements in the spatial representation of the landscapes in the anthology of
poems from 801 AH. With the emergence of Zoroastrianism, Iranian myths
took on a new form, and the deities belonging to the era of cohabitation
between the peoples of Iran and India came under new characteristics aligned
with Zoroastrian beliefs. In “Khunirath”, plants, water, and mountains are
important. The sanctity of plants is rooted in the creation story of “Mashye
and Mashyane,” where they are depicted as having grown in “Khunirath”.
From the seed of Kayumars that falls to the ground, a stalk of rhubarb grows
with two stems and fifteen leaves after forty years. From the uncovered
motifs on bas-reliefs, silver and gold vessels, and Sasanian plasterworks, it
can be inferred that the sanctity of trees and plant elements had a significant
place in religious beliefs and emphasized fertility and mythical birth. In
Zoroastrian mythology, due to the onslaught of the evil spirit, a severe
earthquake causes the creation of mountains, and as mountains rise from
the land of “Khunirath”, an important mountain called “Alborz”, which
connects to the heavens comes into existence. This mountain symbolizes
the ideal paradise, as its peak is the place where the deeds of people are
judged on the Day of Resurrection. In the beliefs of ancient Iranians,
water is considered the second material creation by the Creator. Water is
so significant in Iran as a purifying and life-giving element that polluting
it and introducing impurity to it is regarded as an unforgivable sin. Purity
and cleansing are attributes of the Creator’s wisdom. When the sun rises in
“Khunirath” the land created by Ahura Mazda is purified, the spring water
is purified, and the sea water is purified.

After the fall of the Ilkhanate dynasty, three historical periods emerged in
Shiraz: the “Al Inju,” “Al Muzaffar,” and “Al Timurid” dynasties, which
transformed Shiraz into the capital of Iranian literature and culture. Despite
the limited number of books from this era, several transformations occurred
in the paintings of the “Muzaffar” period, where landscapes and high
horizons replaced the crude spatial representations of the “Al Inju” period.
The paintings of the “Muzaffar” school are filled with the manifestations
of nature, showcasing lush meadows, rose gardens, and orchards where
birds nest. The most notable paintings from this school include wavy lines
and abstract decorative forms derived from nature. One of the prominent
characteristics of the Shiraz painting school during the “Muzaftar” period
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is its landscape representation. Trees are depicted in several rows, along
with mountains and rivers flowing from the heart of the rocks, creating
vistas filled with nature’s beauty, gardens, and abundant vegetation. In
some works, the dominance of nature over human figures is evident, as the
eye first perceives the mountains, shrubs, and green plants, then gradually
recognizes the poses of human figures and characters. The flourishing of the
court workshops in Shiraz during this period remained strong. The presence
of painters and scribes from the Tabriz school significantly contributed to
the prosperity of painting in this era. The manuscripts produced in the court
of “Iskandar Sultan” feature a fusion of characteristics from the “Muzaffar”
and “Al Inju” dynasties, along with hints of the “Jalayir” influence. One
of the factors reviving religious perspectives during the Timurid period,
pursued by Timur’s descendants in Shiraz, was the establishment of cultural
and religious credibility in the city. The Timurid princes achieved political
legitimacy by supporting artistic activities. They respected the religious
beliefs of the Iranians, creating the grounds for the compilation of the
anthology of poems. This anthology is preserved in the Museum of Turkish
and Islamic Art in Istanbul with the manuscript number 1950. Twelve
illustrations adorn its leaves. In the illustrations are cypress trees, pine trees
with red fruit resembling flowers, white blossom trees with red stems, palm
trees with green leaves and golden clusters of dates, and other trees with
delicate leaves. Various birds sit in an orderly fashion on the branches,
some singing. A winding river originates from the mountains and flows
into a pond after passing through the trees. The horizon of the illustrations
showcases a pleasant background, representing a bright and radiant space.
The natural landscapes, in the eyes of the painter, are intertwined with their
imagination and dreams, depicting a beautiful representation of nature that
takes the viewer to an ideal world and manifests a space that transports
them to a supernatural place—one where fresh waters flow, and melodious
birds sing on the lush branches of trees, where sweet fruits and various
delightful drinks await the faithful. All these elements are found excellently
in the promised paradise that the painter has illustrated.
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