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Extended abstract

With the mounting growth of the digital game industry as one of the most
important branches of the creative industries, this medium has become not
only a platform for entertainment but also a powerful tool for transmitting
cultural, social, and political concepts. In such a context, the issue of “hege-
mony” as the dominant form of ideological and cultural domination is of
particular importance. Hegemony in digital games means how some coun-
tries or companies, by taking advantage of their economic, technical, and
narrative power, instill certain values, lifestyles, and attitudes in the form of
games to global audiences and lead to the formation of a single framework
for understanding reality, history, and morality. Most of the best-selling and
popular games worldwide are the products of Western companies. Using
sophisticated storytelling, advanced technologies, and extensive marketing,
these games not only produce entertainment but also present specific narra-
tives of history, politics, violence, race, gender, and identity. In this context,
there are concerns about the monotony of cultural narratives and the neglect
or distortion of cultures and perspectives of other societies, especially
non-Western countries. Conversely, non-native game-producing countries,
particularly developing nations, hold a minimal stake in the creation and
production of indigenous content in the global market. This imbalance in
digital content production and consumption indicates a form of “soft cultur-
al colonization” through digital games, which can result in the weakening
of cultural diversity and the creation of inequalities in cyberspace. The main
purpose of this research is to analyze games developed by the United States
from a hegemonic perspective. Therefore, the question here is: how have
these American and Western games represented the East, the Middle East,
and Muslims? Given the size of the market, the number of global audiences,
and the powerful influence of digital games as an interactive medium in
shaping public opinion and global culture, addressing the issue of hegemo-
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ny in this area is an undeniable necessity. This issue not only leads to a
better understanding of the role of ideology in gaming media but can also
pave the way for the development of cultural policies and strategies to pro-
mote polyphonic narratives and strengthen local production. This research
was conducted with an exploratory-descriptive approach. The reason for
using this method was to obtain deeper findings from the analysis of games
and also to analyze all the overt and covert layers of the game text. Another
benefit of using this method, which cannot be properly achieved with other
qualitative analyses, is the transformation of the findings into a conceptual
model. At the initial stage, the research population comprised games that
revolve around Western hegemony and ideologies expressing antagonism
toward the Middle East. For sampling, a non-probability and purposive
sampling method was used, and specifically, 6 digital games with the titles
1- “Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2,” 2- “Call of Duty: Black Ops 2,” 3-
“Command and Conquer Generals,” 4- “Medal of Honor,” 5- “Army of
Two” and 6- “Splinter Cell” were selected, which had characteristics appro-
priate to the objectives of this study. Therefore, the units of analysis were
selected according to the purpose of the study. To analyze the games, con-
tinuous observation of them and viewing recorded videos of the six men-
tioned games lasted for four months. Then, a complete description of how
the East, the Middle East, and hegemonic concepts are represented in all
these games was obtained. Analysis of the sequence, music, game footage,
characters, scoring, dialogues, narrations, etc. was also carried out to an-
swer the research questions mentioned below: How have these Western
games represented the East? And with what concepts have they depicted
this subject (the East)? To implement the analysis, the games were first
classified based on semantic units to extract their categories. Then, in the
next stage, 8 subcategories were extracted that were at a higher level of
abstraction, and finally, three main categories were obtained, titled 1. Hege-
mony, 2. Negative representation, and 3. Islamophobia. To ensure reliabili-
ty, the selection of semantic units was done carefully, and an effort was
made to ensure that no data was inadvertently included in the categorization
stages. To maintain reliability, a second researcher identified and reviewed
uncertain codes. To increase the reliability of the analysis, the researcher
first reviewed the research process from start to finish and reexamined the
coding. Then, the second author supervised the analysis and coding stages
separately and served as a secondary controller to achieve precise themes.
Finally, to control the extracted themes and categories, the researcher’s
opinion was compared with an expert (third controller). Data analysis and
extraction were approved by the third controller. Also, to increase the valid-
ity of the results, the triangulation method was used. In this method, data
were collected and combined from various sources, such as documents,
specialized game analyses, and the researcher’s experiences, to arrive at a
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comprehensive and valid picture of hegemonic and anti-Oriental concepts
in the selected games. In assessing the validity of the research, internal va-
lidity was ensured through data review by two independent researchers, and
the findings were aligned with the theoretical framework. To increase exter-
nal validity, other games with relatively similar narratives to the samples of
this study were selected so that the research results would be more general-
izable. The conceptual framework of the present study uses the “hegemony
theory” and “Orientalist discourse” as the closest theoretical basis to the
purpose of this study. On the other hand, when the East is opposed to the
West as “other” in these games, metamorphosis and meta-textual ideologies
are formed. Based on theoretical foundations and the combination of con-
cepts, three main categories and eight subcategories were obtained from the
six analyzed games. The three main categories are 1) hegemony, 2) nega-
tive representation, and 3) Islamophobia. The eight subcategories are 1)
cultural hegemony, 2) military hegemony, 3) global hegemony, 4) civilian
appeasement, 5) negative cultural representation, 6) negative geographical
representation, 7) negative political representation, and 8) animosity to-
wards Arabs, Islam, and Shias. During the analysis of these six games, the
frequency of hegemonic and then anti-Islamic concepts was more than the
rest of the categories. So, their classification into categories was sometimes
difficult due to the similarity of thematic content. The ideological, cultural,
military, political, geographical, and even media domination of America
and not even other Western countries over the Middle East is visible
throughout these games. In the process of gameplay analysis, the researcher
sometimes does not need to refer to the hypertext, and hegemony is so ob-
vious and explicit that it is recorded as an easily accessible code. Therefore,
it seemed that in the ideological analysis of Western games, the use of three
theories of representation, orientalism, and hegemony is necessary. The dis-
course of orientalism and otherness, the superior view of the Arab and Per-
sian races, and the religion of Islam were the most important approaches to
representing the Middle East in the analyzed games produced by America
and the West. The findings of this study show that the analyzed games make
a fundamental distinction between the East and the West in political, mili-
tary, cultural, and even media dimensions. The West is portrayed in a favor-
able light alongside the wretched face of the Middle East and the East, es-
pecially Islamic countries. The player frequently encounters terrorists who
are Arab, Afghan, and Muslim throughout these games. This research, in
addressing the issue of cultural invasion and anti-Islamic ideological themes
in digital games, can provide recommendations to two main groups: 1) re-
searchers in the fields of sociology, media studies, cultural studies, and
game studies, and 2) stakeholders in the game industry (developers, pub-
lishers, policymakers, creative industries, and trade associations). The fol-
lowing are some key and operational suggestions: 1. Adopting a confronta-
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tional strategy in the country’s cultural policymaking, 2. Guiding and
supporting qualitative studies and digital ethnography, 3. Conducting stud-
ies on the psychological and identity effects of Western games, 4. Analyz-
ing the social networks and online discussions of Muslim gamers in re-
sponse to anti-religious content, 5. Carrying out comparative and
cross-cultural study, 6. Doing policy research and analysis of cultural risks
and identity damage of Western games for cultural policy-making institu-
tions, 7. Strengthening the capacity of domestic game designers to produce
games with confrontational narratives, 8. Designing a process of ex-ante
and ex-post monitoring in controlling the publication of foreign game con-
tent in the Iranian age rating system (ASRA), and 9. Increasing public
awareness and media literacy about the ideological themes of foreign
games.
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