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Extended Abstract

This article argues that cinema’s technical apparatus functions not merely
as a passive conduit of human intentions but as a non-human, embodied
“thinking machine.” In traditional Cartesian metaphysics, thought is an
inner activity exclusive to a human cogito, sharply divided from material
processes. Yet as the authors show, the emergence of cinema fundamentally
challenges this mind-matter dichotomy.

Drawing on Jean Epstein’s notion of cinema as a “machine-intelligence”
and Gilles Deleuze’s analyses of the movement-image and time-image, the
paper contends that film operates as a kind of robot-philosopher with its
own independent form of mechanical thought. In other words, cinema dis-
places thinking from the private realm of the human subject into the exter-
nal flows of light, duration, and montage.

The film apparatus thereby undermines the Cartesian subject: thinking be-
comes distributed between image and perception rather than confined to
a single, centred mind. The result is the “end of Cartesianism,” where an
inhuman visual consciousness arises in which the act of thought is enacted
by the film-spectator system itself, not simply reflected in it.

Building on Epstein’s work, the authors reclaim his concept of mechanical
thinking. In The Intelligence of a Machine, Epstein argued that cinemat-
ic apparatuses possess a form of intelligence that is not bound to organic
brains. The camera, for Epstein, is not a neutral lens but a “machine-intelli-
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gence’’: through its configuration of movement, light, and montage, the film
realizes thought in its material processes.

As the article paraphrases, “cinema itself performs thinking” by construct-
ing thought within its own materiality — “not as a reflection of the mind
but as an operation of the film”. In Epstein’s view, the film apparatus cre-
ates a first “non-human consciousness,” an “automated subjectivity” on the
screen.

The present analysis extends this by showing that such mechanical intel-
ligence effectively dissolves the classical mind/body divide: the camera—
montage apparatus forges a logic of thought that is autonomous, capable of
combining light and time into meaning outside human intentionality.

This mechanistic reading is complemented by a Deleuzian perspective on
cinematic images. Deleuze likewise insists that images carry their own “spir-
itual automatism,” an internal logic that produces thinking independently of
a conscious subject. The paper draws on Cinema 1 and Cinema 2 to argue
that the flow of images and durations in modern film breaks the linear, or-
derly time of the Cartesian mind.

By suspending traditional narrative and present-tense perception, time-im-
ages and movement-images instantiate thinking as movement and intensity
in themselves. As Deleuze notes, the assemblage of time and movement
in film “releases thought” — it becomes an emergent property of the image
sequence rather than the projection of a human viewer.

The authors emphasize that this is not a mere poetic metaphor: according to
Deleuze, each cinematic image generates its own “mental automatism” that
cascades through frames and edits, conjuring ideas and meanings that the
spectator does not impose from the outside. Thus, drawing on both Epstein
and Deleuze, the article shows that cinema’s material enactments of light
and time give rise to a distributed form of cognition in which images them-
selves perform thought.

Crucially, the paper does not treat thought as disembodied or purely ab-
stract; it engages the phenomenological tradition to account for the em-
bodied nature of cinematic cognition. Merleau-Ponty’s insight is invoked:
the film image is inherently tied to the body. The authors note Vivian Sob-
chack’s Merleau-Pontian description. description of the film’s camera-as-
body — a “technological body with its own intentionality” — suggesting that
the camera “speaks” through a “film-body”.

This implies that film perception is not a disembodied mental act but a cor-
poreal event. Similarly, Sobchack and other embodied film theorists inform
the argument that cinematic experience is a carnal, sensuous encounter. The
article highlights passages (from both its Persian sources and from transla-
tions) showing that meaning in cinema arises in the contact of two bodies:
the viewer’s body and the film’s body.

Importantly, this contact is dialogical, not one-way: the spectator is not a
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passive recipient of visual data but an active participant whose own body
and sensory organs are engaged by the cinematic apparatus. For instance,
the text explains that the spectator’s body and eyes are interpellated by the
rhythmic interplay of image and sound — in this bilateral encounter “mean-
ing is the product of mutual contact” rather than a top-down imposition of
a stable ego.

This perspective aligns with Merleau-Ponty’s claim that perception in
cinema is direct and unified with the world, bypassing any intervening
mentalese. In sum, by foregrounding embodiment, the article shows that
film-thinking is an enactive process: the spectator and apparatus co-create
thought as a lived, bodily event.

The convergence of these ideas yields a reconceptualization of film as a
distributed cognitive machine. Instead of viewing cinema as a mere “repre-
sentation of reality,” this work frames it as a system of thought production.
In this system, cognitive agency is “distributed’” across human and non-hu-
man actors: the apparatus (camera, projector, editing), the physical medium
(film stock, pixels), and the viewer’s body all contribute.

The authors emphasize that in this paradigm “thinking can be realized in
the heart of the cinema apparatus and the spectator’s body” as a “technical
and embodied” phenomenon. The structure of cinematic sense-making thus
extends beyond any one brain: meaning emerges in the relations among
images, movements, and sensory experience.

In effect, the film itself becomes a kind of collective mind — not located in
a single identity but constituted through its form and materiality. As one
summary sentence phrases it, “in this new world, thinking is participatory,
embodied, and distributed, rather than merely representational”.

The article underscores that this is the philosophical upshot of treating
film as a “robot-philosopher”. By tracing this shift, the paper situates cin-
ema within contemporary debates on posthumanism and the philosophy of
mind. The dismantling of the Cartesian subject is explicitly linked to post-
human themes: human and machine boundaries blur as cognition spills into
technological media.

The article argues that cinema exemplifies what posthuman theorists call
distributed cognition or extended mind — thought processes that incorporate
tools and environments. Cinema’s camera and projector become cognitive
prostheses that harbor intentionality. In effect, the classical “I think” of Des-
cartes gives way to an “image thinks” that surpasses human subjectivity.
By framing film as an autonomous cognitive agent, the authors contribute
to ongoing posthumanist discussions: they illustrate how a cultural technol-
ogy can itself “think” in a rudimentary way, challenging anthropocentric
conceptions of mind.

In conclusion, the article presents a critical synthesis of Epstein, Deleuze,
and phenomenology to advance the thesis that cinema’s technical apparatus
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constitutes a form of non-human, embodied, distributed thought. It argues
that the medium of film has its own logic of reasoning — what Epstein calls
“mechanical thinking” — which operates through the material interplay of
image, time, and movement.

In this framework the Cartesian ego is displaced: the observer is no lon-
ger an isolated mind projecting meaning, but part of a cinematic system in
which cognition is shared. As a result, film is reconceptualized not merely
as a vehicle for human ideas but as a cognitive machine in its own right.
This represents a novel contribution to film philosophy and the philosophy
of mind, suggesting that understanding thought in the modern age requires
attending to technological mediations. In reframing cinema as a “robot-
philosopher,” the article expands the terrain of thought beyond the human
scale, offering a posthuman account in which bodies of metal, celluloid, and
consciousness coalesce into a distributed thinking entity.

Keywords: Mechanical thinking, robot-philosopher, Cartesian subject,
posthumanism
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i. Subjective Awareness
iv. Image-Consciousness

ii. Embodied Consciousness

iii. Intersubjective Consciousness
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1. René Descartes
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2. Cogito, ergo sum

4. Subject and object

6. L’intelligence d’une machine
8. form

10. Cartesianism

12. Henri Bergson

14. The Time-Image

16. Maurice Merleau-Ponty
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20. mechanical thinking 21. Inorganic
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24. André Bazin 25. Cinema 1: The Movement-Image
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28. Paola Marrati 29. dualism
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32. Inhuman 33. Artificial intelligence

34. Dialogue of perception 35. Plato
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