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16. Body language.

17. Language of gestures.
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11. Invisible Trashold.

12. Thematized.

13. Paul Claudel (1968 1955).

14. T. S. Eliot (1888 1965).

15. Paul Ricoeur (1935_1998).
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31. Metanoia (Change in one’s way of life resulting from penitence
or spiritual conversion).
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around him on this way). After studying each of the images and examining
their image components and visual characteristics, the conclusion reached
was that; Paying attention and respect to the Muhammadan religion in the
Timurid period and depicting scenes of religious in the middle period of
the history of Iranian painting are among the evident manifestations of
depicting the face of the Prophet (PBUH). The face of the Prophet (PBUH)
is visible and no veil has covered his face. The condition of his eyes, nose,
and features can be seen. In this period, facial expressions are still influenced
by the previous period; i.e. the Ilkhanis and Mongolian influences, such as
almond-shaped eyes, can be seen in these pictures. Also, the apparent details
in the face painting with beard and mustache influenced by Middle Asian
paintings are depicted realistically with a detailed treatment in showing
the inner states of his spirit, which is apparent in the image of Khamsa
Nizami’s ascension. However, during the Safavid period and the uprising
of Shah Ismail, religious tendencies and strict prejudices in the course of
sectarianism created new visual factors in the scenes of the Ascension of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), especially in the new era of Iranian painting
history. Special effects of depicting the ascension of Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) with visual elements such as the way of drawing the shape and size
of his turban, the arrangement of a veiling or a white veil on his face, or an
image of golden light instead is principal, because the followers of Sheikh
Safi in the Safavid era were very much influenced by the sectarianism and
strict prejudices of the Shiites, for this reason the face of the Prophet (S) is
covered with a white veil (burga), which can be seen in Haft Aurang Jami
paintings.

Keywords: Meraj, Khamsa Nizami, Haft Aurang, Painting of the Islamic
period
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the Prophet’s ascension. Above the painting, poems from Hakim Nizami’s
ascension letter are inscribed, which he composed at the beginning of
Makhzanul-Asrar. This version has 22 illustrations, some of which were
painted by Behzad, and 7 of its illustrations have the figure of Ghasem
Ali (Chehregosha), Behzad’s student, which was dated 899AH. Several
paintings by Behzad were also recorded in 898AH. The illustrated leaf
of the version (leaf 5b) which was illustrated in the year 900 A.H. in the
school of Herat, measuring 14 x 21 cm, was illustrated by a prominent artist
contemporary of Behzad named Abdol Razzagh on which are poems from
the ascension letter written by Hakim Nizami at the start of Makhzanul-
Asrar, and is now kept in the British Library in London. Also, Haft
Aurang is one of the poems of Abdul Rahman Jami, who is a famous poet,
researcher, and mystic. This valuable work has seven verses in Masnavi
style and romantic, epic, and instructive stories. Around the years 964-973
A.H., the version of Haft Aurang Jami or Haft Aurang of Sultan Ibrahim
Mirza (nephew of Shah Tahmasab) was prepared in Mashhad. Different
parts of the book were rewritten separately in Mashhad, Qazvin, and Herat.
Mahmoud Neishabouri and four other calligraphers inscribed the book. Jami
begins his narrative of the Ascension by describing the night as miraculous
and full of light with shining, and then it continues in a short section with
the flight of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) riding by Boragh over Makkah
and Baytol Moghadas). In this painting, Jami has described the Ascension
of the Prophet in two dimensions, spiritual and physical.

Therefore, this historical closeness in these two versions of ascension in
Khamsa Nizamiand Haft Aurang Jami has caused similarities and differences
in the visual structure and pictorial components. Thus, the main goal of
this research is the comparative study of the pictorial components of the
Ascension of the Prophet (pbuh) in Khamsa Nizami and Haft Aurang Jami,
and the main question raised is: What are the differences and commonalities
of visualization and iconography in the pictorial narration of the Ascension
of the Prophet (PBUH) in Khamsa Nizami and Haft Orang Jami? The
research method is descriptive-analytical in terms of its execution method
and fundamental in terms of its goal. The information collection method is
documentary and library. The research approach is based on the discovery
of differences and commonalities of visualization and iconography in the
painting of the Ascension of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

For this purpose, first, both images of Khamsa Nizami’s ascension and
Haft Aurang Jami are studied and analyzed, and then they are compared
with each other, and the differences and commonalities of visualization and
iconography are discovered in them. The obtained information was placed
in charts. The study items in each of the two images related to a part of the
ascension journey of the Prophet (PBUH) have been selected (when Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) was on the way to Jerusalem and angels gathered
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Extended abstract

In the history of Iranian painting, the ascension of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) has always been one of the most common religions in the field
of Sunni and Shia, and it has created a suitable platform for poets and
painters to create artworks. After that, Iranian painters added mysticism and
Sufism to their subjects because Iranian painting has deep roots in religion
and religious beliefs. For this purpose, it has been drawn and illustrated
in different historical periods in Iran. The influence of mysticism in Iran
reached its peak during the Timurid period, and in addition to painting, it
also entered the visualization of manuscripts, and many artists who had
a mystical mentality or were mystics began to create artworks based on
mysticism that also, it continued in the Safavid period. So that there was
always a lively and productive connection between mystics and artists. At
this time, the works drawn from the narrative of the Ascension were not
identical based on the influence of religious mysticism and governmental
conditions, and each had differences and similarities. It was according
to the tact of supporters and orders in comic books of different ages,
and details have been changed in the behavior of the organs, such as the
movements and size of the head, hands, the number of figures, the shape of
the aura and head covering in different sizes and others. However, artists
in both the Timurid and Safavid periods also illustrated the Ascension of
the Prophet (PBUH), so in the Timurid period they illustrated the version
(Mirhaydar, Khavarannameh and Khamseh Nizami) and in the Safavid
period they illustrated the version (Heft Aurang Jami, Khamseh Tahmasabi
and Tahmasbi’s divination letter).

Because the Ascension of the Prophet (PBUH) was depicted in Khamsa
Nizami at the end of the Timurid period and in Haft Aurang Jami at the
beginning of the Safavid period. A leaf from Khamsa Nizami with the title
of its inscription “In ascension of Hazrat Resalat (PBUH)” is related to
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expressing spiritual and mystical concepts. Geometric and abstract motifs
in Islamic architecture and decoration symbolize divine order and harmony,
ultimately leading humans to closer communion with God and a better
understanding of the world and its Creator. The findings of this research
indicate that Surah Al-Fatiha, as one of the key surahs of the Quran, can
serve as a suitable basis for defining Islamic religious art. Concepts such
as Lordship, guidance, mercy, and justice, frequently mentioned in this
surah, provide a comprehensive framework for Islamic art. In this view,
Islamic art should be simultaneously aesthetically pleasing and capable of
conveying deep spiritual and ethical concepts to the audience. Unlike many
other arts that may only emphasize apparent beauty, Islamic art seeks to
express divine truths and educate humanity. This art can play a fundamental
role in the spiritual guidance of humanity toward perfection and closeness
to God.

Therefore, art is defined as the manifestation of beauty and perfection that
attracts the audience’s attention, evokes their admiration, and guides them
toward a purpose related to servitude, guidance, and receiving divine grace.
This definition is derived from the concept of praise, as the appreciation
of beauty is only accepted regarding the praise of God. According to this
definition, if art is the creation of perfection, this attribute solely belongs to
God, and only He is worthy of such a description. Others are intermediaries
in revealing the perfection created by God. Thus, from this perspective,
the artist assumes the role of a praiser, meaning one who recognizes the
manifestation of beauty and places themselves and others in a position to
admire it.

Keywords: Islamic Art, Quranic Art, Hamd, Hosn
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absolute truth, believing art cannot attain complete truth. He considered art
a form of imitation of reality that may distance humans from understanding
the truth.

On the other hand, Aristotle perceived art as a means to purify the human
soul through empathy with the emotions of others. He believed that art could
aid in cleansing negative feelings and emotions through the experience
of catharsis. These views have been examined by thinkers and artists in
later periods, contributing to the development of Western art. The main
components of the concept of art from the perspective of experts and the
artistic community include beauty, evocation, awareness-raising, movement
and transformation, and key art themes, among others. However, in Islam,
art is regarded not only as a means of expressing human emotions but also
as a tool for conveying divine messages and manifesting spiritual truth.
In this framework, Islamic art seeks to represent the absolute divine truth
revealed in the Holy Quran. The Quran is valuable not only as the word of
God from a content perspective but also as an artistic masterpiece from an
aesthetic perspective.

The combination of linguistic beauty and profound spiritual concepts in the
Quran, especially in Surah Al-Fatiha, demonstrates the significance of art
in serving divine purposes. For the beauty of the word “praise,” it has been
chosen. To understand and define the main component, namely “praise,”
we refer to Surah Al-Fatiha, and based on this surah, we interpret art and
its components. Surah Al-Fatiha begins with praising God: “Alhamdulillah
Rabb al-’Alamin” (Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds). This sentence
indicates that God is not only the world’s Creator, but also the overseer and
manager of all beings. This divine governance and Lordship is exercised
through His guidance and mercy upon humans and other beings.

In this context, Islamic art must also guide and direct humans and act as
a means for drawing closer to God. This research also explores the role
of Islamic artists in elucidating spiritual concepts. From the Islamic
perspective, an artist creates artwork through a deep understanding of divine
truth inspired by Quranic meanings. They act as intermediaries between
God and humanity, striving to convey divine messages to the audience
through art. Such an artist utilizes various artistic tools, including painting,
calligraphy, architecture, and music, and endeavors to guide humans toward
spiritual perfection and closeness to God. Therefore, art in Islam is not
merely a means of expressing personal emotions. It is a tool for educating
and guiding humanity toward truth. In another section of this research,
the relationship between art and spiritual education in Islam is examined.
Islamic art, grounded in Quranic concepts, can play an effective role in
educating individuals. Art serves not only as a source of enjoyment and
appreciation of beauty but also as a means for reflection on divine concepts.
Especially in Islamic societies, art has always played a central role in
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Extended abstract

Art has always been one of the main pillars of human civilization and has
played various roles in different societies. From a means of expressing
personal emotions and experiences to a tool for conveying cultural, social,
and religious concepts, art has captured human attention throughout history.
In Islamic culture, art holds a special place that is worthy of consideration
not only from an aesthetic perspective but also from a spiritual one. In this
context, Islamic art has unique characteristics in connection with religious
and Quranic concepts, especially Surah Al-Fatiha (the Opening). This
research aims to examine the notion of art in Surah Al-Fatiha and provide
a framework for Islamic religious art. Surah Al-Fatiha is one of the key
surahs of the Quran, recited in every Muslim prayer. This surah begins
with praising and glorifying God and refers to concepts such as Lordship,
mercy, justice, and guidance. Therefore, analyzing this surah can lead us to
a deeper understanding of the role of art in Islam and its importance as a
tool for elucidating spiritual truths and educating human beings.

While this surah expresses profound philosophical and divine concepts, it is
also accompanied by linguistic and literary beauty, and it can be seen as an
example of art serving the spiritual and moral guidance of humanity. When
discussing the Quran, it is crucial to have a precise understanding of the
intended concept. This article analyzes existing propositions and scientific
definitions to clarify the conventional concept of art and its meaning.
We will also identify the main components of the notion of art from the
perspective of experts and the artistic community. In various cultures, art
has always been regarded as a tool for displaying and expressing human
emotions, experiences, and beliefs. In Western philosophy, from classical
times to the present, art has been discussed as a means of imitating nature or
creating an independent truth. Plato viewed art as an imperfect reflection of
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the play, undergo a transformation that leads them to a mystical experience
of manifestation. To illustrate these ideas, the paper provides a detailed
analysis of Marcel’s play “Grace”. The play revolves around themes of
forgiveness, suffering, and spiritual transformation, all of which are central
to the notion of manifestation. The character of Gerard, who is grappling
with terminal illness, undergoes a profound spiritual awakening that
mirrors the mystical concept of Tajalli. His suffering serves as a catalyst for
a deeper understanding of his relationship with God and the people around
him, leading to an experience of divine manifestation. Through this case
study, the paper demonstrates how Marcel’s dramaturgical approach can
be applied to the representation of mystical experiences. The characters in
*QGrace™ are not merely vessels for philosophical ideas; they are deeply
human figures whose spiritual journeys are grounded in their personal
relationships and struggles. This reflects Marcel’s belief that existential
and spiritual truths are best understood not through abstract reasoning but
through lived experience.

The findings of this research suggest that Gabriel Marcel’s existential
philosophy offers valuable insights into the dramaturgy of mystical
concepts, particularly the concept of manifestation. By applying Marcel’s
distinction between primary and secondary reflection, dramaturges can
create characters who undergo a transformative journey toward spiritual
awakening. This process mirrors the mystical experience of Tajalli in
Islamic mysticism, where the divine manifests in the seeker’s heart.
Moreover, Marcel’s emphasis on interpersonal relationships and the lived
experience of mystery provides a framework for overcoming the challenges
of representing spiritual experiences in modern dramaturgy. By focusing on
the existential struggles of characters and their encounters with the divine,
dramaturges can create plays that resonate with contemporary audiences
while preserving the depth and complexity of mystical experiences.
Ultimately, this paper argues that integrating Marcel’s thought with the
concept of manifestation in Islamic mysticism offers a powerful tool
for exploring spiritual themes in the theatre. Through the dramaturgy of
manifestation, plays can move beyond the limitations of rationalism and
materialism to engage with the mystery of being and the possibility of
divine encounter.

Keywords: Dramaturgy, Manifestation, Marcel’s thought, Islamic
mysticism, Play
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philosophical works and Islamic mysticism texts. This method allows for
an in-depth exploration of the intersections between philosophy, mysticism,
and dramaturgy, with a particular focus on the dramatic potential of mystical
experiences. The study uses Marcel’s play *Grace* as a case study to
demonstrate how the manifestation process can be articulated dramatically.
The paper begins by outlining the key concepts of Gabriel Marcel’s
philosophy, particularly his distinction between primary and secondary
reflection. Primary reflection is characterized by objectivity and scientific
reasoning, while secondary reflection is deeply personal, existential, and
concerned with the mystery of being. Marcel’s emphasis on interpersonal
relationships, embodiment, and the encounter with the “Other” provides a
framework for understanding the mystical journey in dramaturgical terms.
The concept of manifestation in Islamic mysticism, particularly within
the writings of mystics, refers to the appearance of divine attributes in the
hearts of mystics. The manifestation is not a mere intellectual understanding
but an experiential reality that transforms the mystic’s perception of the
world. This paper argues that Marcel’s secondary reflection can serve as a
bridge between the intellectual and the experiential dimensions of mystical
manifestation in dramaturgy.

One of the key challenges discussed in this research is the modern world’s
shift away from mysticism and spirituality, driven by rationalism and
technical thinking. Marcel’s philosophy addresses this “demystification”
of the world by emphasizing the importance of existential inquiry and
interpersonal relationships in reclaiming a sense of mystery. In the context
of dramaturgy, this challenge manifests in the difficulty of representing
spiritual experiences in a way that resonates with contemporary audiences.
The paper explores how Marcel’s thought can help overcome this challenge
by creating characters who transition from a materialistic worldview to one
open to the mystery of being and divine manifestation. Marcel’s dramaturgy
is deeply rooted in his existential philosophy. He believed that the purpose
of drama is not merely to entertain but to reveal profound truths about the
human condition, particularly the relationship between individuals and
the divine. His plays often feature characters who undergo a process of
spiritual awakening, moving from a state of existential despair to one of
hope and faith. This process mirrors the concept of manifestation in Islamic
mysticism, where the divine presence manifests in the heart of the mystic
through a transformative journey. In applying Marcel’s ideas to the concept
of manifestation, the paper discusses how dramaturgical techniques can be
used to depict characters who experience the divine in a tangible, experiential
way. Marcel’s distinction between primary and secondary reflection provides
a useful tool for dramatizing the shift from a superficial engagement with
the world to a deeper, more spiritual understanding. Characters who initially
engage with the world in a materialistic or rationalistic manner can, through
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Extended abstract

This paper explores the intersection of Gabriel Marcel’s philosophy and
the concept of “Tajalli” (Manifestation) in Islamic mysticism, focused on
dramaturgy. Marcel, a Christian philosopher and playwright, provided a
unique perspective on existential and religious themes, which this research
seeks to integrate with the mystical notion of manifestation, specifically
within the framework of Islamic thought. The study addresses how Marcel’s
philosophical ideas can inform the dramaturgy of mystical experiences,
particularly the manifestation of divine attributes in dramatic characters.
This is especially relevant in understanding how deep spiritual experiences,
such as Tajalli, can be represented within the theatrical domain. The central
question the article seeks to answer is: How can Gabriel Marcel’s existential
philosophy be applied to the dramaturgy of the concept of manifestation in
a dramatic text? The primary objective of this research is to examine the
challenges and opportunities that Marcel’s thought offers for dramatizing
mystical concepts, particularly in the context of manifestation. The
hypothesis posits that Marcel’s concept of secondary reflection—moving
beyond superficial, materialistic contemplation to a more profound, spiritual
understanding—can be employed in dramaturgy to create characters who
experience and embody manifestation. The research employs a library-
based, analytical-interpretive method, relying on a reading of both Marcel’s
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inherent limitations of living on earth, including the passage of time. This
process has a completely different order from the position of the perfection
of creation, the position of the supreme essence, and the position of “Kon
Fayakun”. 1t is manifested in his product and main product. From this entry,
the creation of an imperfect creator is an imperfect product. The human
intellect, as the first creation of excellence, recognizes perfection and beauty
through deficiency in the order of analogy. In this analogy, the shortcomings
of human creation are revealed. To eliminate these shortcomings, one can
take advantage of the beauty attributes given by the Supreme Being. By
observing the perfection and beauty of nature, one can adorn their imperfect
creations with familiar arrays found in nature. This act requires courage and
faith in God.

Keywords: Innovation, Artificial Arts, Glory and Beauty, Decoration,
Islamic Wisdom
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and its adjuncts) are understood by the sage. Among the most important
temporary additions of human beings are human actions, actions that the
creation of the wise man tries to copy from the action of the Supreme
Creator, the manifestation of this similarity is the position of “invention”;
Because the supreme creator is the originator of the heavens and the earth,
and he is the creator of the great world (nature and everything that can be
perceived by man) and the small world (man).

By applying wisdom and relying on Islamic teachings manifested in
verses and hadiths, the worlds of creation (both the great world and the
small world and its adjuncts) are understood by the sage. One of the most
significant temporary additions of human beings is their actions. These
actions are often attempts to mimic the actions of the Almighty Creator,
with the manifestation of this similarity being referred to as “invention”.
The supreme creator is responsible for creating the heavens and the earth,
as well as the vast world of nature and everything perceivable by man,
including man himself. The position of innovation is a great container that
is only worthy of a wise man, a perfect human being: a soul with the merit of
being a container for attributes attributed to the divine essence. Yes, Magam
is the creation of the savior and supporter of man for the continuation and
facilitation of life in the great world. From the very beginning of living on
earth, the perfect human being, while knowing his needs, relying on the
powers of reasoning and the clear flow of wisdom, and with the help of the
basic materials and necessities available in nature, has invented industries
and tools to solve his shortcomings.

From covering your body with plant fibers (in the initial moments of
landing on the earth) to building houses at the bottom of rivers, making
earthenware and metal objects, all of them were invented by the perfect
human in the beginning, and their evolution throughout history until today
has evolved. Based on archeological evidence, these inventions have been
produced in the simplest possible way, using natural raw materials in a
simple form that meets human needs. This initial simplicity, besides notable
efficiency throughout history, has become more complex with the human
environment becoming more complex (due to factors such as socialization
and the creation of national and cultural geographical areas, etc. ). And the
new tools are still the result of the same basic human needs. The Caliph of
Allah, the human being, used the position of innovation inherited from the
Supreme Being in inventing artificial inventions to meet the needs of life,
through the first wisdom of donating to the Supreme Being and resulting
from the glorified attributes of God, to divine saints and perfect human
beings.

It led to the creation of tools, crafts, and industries that solved the problems
faced by people. The process of innovation in the act of a perfect human
being is hindered by the essential deficiencies of human beings and the
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Wisdom is the gateway to direct understanding of the created world of God.
The wise man is the caliph of God on earth; he looks with the eye of the
hereafter and hears with the ear of another because the truth of the created
world of the Merciful Creator is in the eyes and ears of the head should not
be exposed, but requires such a high container, such a worthy container.
From the beginning, philosophers of the Islamic period have included the
concept of resembling God to the extent of human capacity in the definition
of wisdom. The Brothers of Safa (Akhawan al-Safa) also included the same
definition in their treatises. In their definition of the extent of philosophy,
they wrote that “it is resembling God to the extent of human capacity,”
and the resembling refers to “sciences and crafts and the dissemination of
goodness.”

From the point of view that the Almighty is “the knowledge of the scholars,
the wisdom of the sages, the creation of crafts and the best of the people”
and to the extent that each person’s rank in science, crafts, and wisdom
increases, he gets closer to God. As far as philosophy is concerned, this
definition is not descriptive, and theoretical wisdom is similar to God’s
attributes, such as being All-Knowing and Wise. Practical wisdom, on the
other hand, is similar to other attributes such as God’s goodness, justice,
and benevolence. Wisdom, this knowledge given by Hazrat-e Doost, is
the foundation on which Islamic knowledge is manifested; A complete
knowledge that removes the veil from the whole world. “Islamic education
is a collection of divine and human knowledge, whose roots are rooted in
the source of Islamic revelation, and from which grace has been drawn,
and over the centuries, it has benefited from various sources, from Greece,
Alexandria, and Rome to Iran, India, and China. It has become a stout tree.
By applying wisdom and relying on Islamic teachings manifested in verses
and hadiths, the worlds of creation (both the great world and the small world
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lighting design, this mosque not only creates a beautiful and enchanting space
but also artistically displays profound mystical concepts.

Ibn Arabi, a major Islamic mystic, pays special attention to the notion of
absolute light as the manifestation of the divine essence. He interprets light
not only as a physical phenomenon but as a symbol of divine truth appearing
in the world. In this context, the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, through its use
of light, symbolically refers to these divine manifestations, establishing a
connection between Islamic art and mysticism.

Although the architecture of the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque has been
extensively studied from aesthetic and historical perspectives, research
specifically addressing the connection between the mosque’s lighting
design and mystical concepts is relatively scarce. This study explores the
relationship between lighting design in the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque and the
notions of absolute light and divine manifestations in Ibn Arabi’s mysticism.
The primary questions are: How are absolute light and its manifestations
reflected in the architecture of the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque? To what extent
can these reflections be aligned with Ibn Arabi’s mystical views? What is
the connection between the concepts of similitude and transcendence in Ibn
Arabi’s mysticism and the lighting design in the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque?
The research seeks to achieve the following objectives: Analyze the reflection
of absolute light and its manifestations in the architecture of the Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque. Comparative analysis of Ibn Arabi’s mystical views with
the mosque’s lighting design clarifies the relationship between the concepts
of similitude and transcendence and the lighting design in the mosque’s
architecture. This research also analyses how a spiritual and mystical
experience is created through the mosque’s lighting design.

Given the importance of Islamic architecture in Iranian culture and art, a
detailed and thorough examination of symbolic elements in these buildings can
lead to a deeper understanding of the relationship between art, architecture, and
Islamic mysticism. The Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, as a prominent example of
Safavid architecture, is significant not only historically and artistically but also
in terms of its mystical concepts. This study can contribute to elucidating how
profound mystical concepts are reflected in Islamic architecture and provide
a comparative analysis between these concepts and architectural design.
Ultimately, the research will directly enrich the study of Islamic architecture
and mysticism and identify lesser-explored aspects of these works.

Keywords: Light, Similitude, Transcendence, Islamic architecture, Ibn Arabi,
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque
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The concepts of similitude and transcendence in Islamic theology are
fundamental and challenging topics that have been the focus of philosophers,
theologians, and mystics throughout Islamic history. These concepts pertain
to how God is described through divine names and attributes and the
interpretation of the relationship between the multiplicity of the world and the
essential unity of the divine. Similitude involves making God comparable to
creation, which, if taken to extremes, may lead to restriction of the concept
of divinity. Conversely, transcendence involves keeping God free from any
resemblance to human attributes, which, if pursued without limits, can render
the understanding of divinity obscure and inaccessible.

The balance between these two approaches has always been a challenge in
Islamic thought, and understanding this balance is crucial for a more precise
appreciation of Islamic art. Islamic art, shaped by Islamic philosophy and
mysticism, strives to find a way to express the divine truth without falling into
extreme similitude or transcendence. Among the prominent Islamic mystics,
Ibn Arabi has provided a balanced perspective on similitude and transcendence,
attempting to harmonize and integrate these concepts. According to Ibn
Arabi, a complete understanding of divinity and Islamic art depends on the
synthesis and balance between these approaches. He believes that excess in
either direction can lead to misguidance and a limited understanding of divine
truth. Therefore, Islamic art, in its perfection, is an effort to create a balance
between similitude and transcendence. Instead of a direct imitation of nature,
it utilizes elements like light in such a way that reflects profound mystical
concepts without falling into the extremes of similitude or transcendence.
Light, as one of the primary elements in Islamic architecture, has always
played a role beyond mere aesthetic considerations, serving as a symbol of
divine presence and manifestations in the material world. The Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque, one of the most outstanding examples of Safavid architecture,
especially in terms of light usage is considered a masterpiece. With its unique
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and their value serves as evidence of authority highlighting the significance
of the content. The validity of such fabrics arises from the quality of the
materials used in their weaving and sewing and the practical themes they
embody through patterns and inscriptions. Moreover, aesthetic, spiritual,
and conceptual aspects of their patterns and inscriptions certainly add to
their preciousness. In this sense, the fabric used as tomb palls in Iran holds
symbolic validity that intrinsically and by function is synonymous with
veneration, glorification, sanctity, and dignity. Such instances are evident
conceptions of an aesthetic principle that elucidates and embodies the notion
of Harim, a sort of modesty (Haya) blended with mystery. This modesty
is both concealing and revealing, and while avoiding self-exposure, it
discloses truths: on the one hand, it casts veils over things; on the other,
it sheds light on them. The idea of modesty allows for both concealing
and revealing simultaneously. This is why the idea of Haya is seen as the
revealed representation of Harim: it suggests that it may both reveal and
conceal. These two peculiar senses, perpetually struggling between two
paradoxical poles, create a sense of mystery, which escapes any restrictions
that reveal its identity and cannot be characterized in a particular category.
From a historical perspective, focusing on the notion of Harim reveals an
extended tradition of the use of textiles to adorn and decorate holy shrines
and tombs. While the choice of materials, colors of ornamentation, and any
patterns, motifs, or inscriptions may enhance this validity, even without
those elements and from the perspective of the symbolic reasoning behind
the application of fabric for this purpose, it connotes value for the content.
To summarize, fabric, in its role as grave palls, serves as a metaphor for
vigilance.

Keywords: Islamic Iran, Grave, Tomb pall, Fabric
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specific case studies such as shrine or coffin covers. The primary focus is
to examine the reason for employing fabric for this. The main objective
of this research is to explain the role and significance of fabric as grave
palls in Islamic Iran. The study employs a qualitative methodology and
follows a descriptive-analytical approach. It is a historical study with a
developmental purpose. Data collection is conducted through archival
research, note-taking, and visual analysis. The statistical population of grave
covering fabrics in Islamic Iran serves as a reference for examining case
studies. Within this article, nine fabric pieces or fragments that are likely
to have been used as grave covers have been examined. Additionally, three
other examples, although incorrectly identified as grave covers in previous
research, closely resemble them. The inclusion of other types of grave-
covering rugs in the article aims to enhance the readers’ understanding of
the topic.The findings of this study reveal that fabric serves as a cover for
valuable objects or locations, thereby adding value in two distinct ways.
Wooden furniture was scarce in the Islamic societies. People ate and slept on
the floor, using carpets, beds, and pillows to keep themselves comfortable.
They kept their books and other items in niches, and their garments and
bedrolls in coffers, or they simply piled them in the corner of their rooms.
Therefore, textile production was significant in Islamic culture, much like
steel is today. It was used not only to sew clothing but also curtains, bedrolls,
pillows, and tents, as well as to enclose gardens and fabricate decorative
awnings (as seen in ancient images). Consequently, a substantial portion
of the population, possibly the majority of workers, was employed in this
industry. This has had a bearing on aesthetic views. The weaved fabrics
were not fragile so they could be readily transported. Widespread textile
commerce offered the Islamic world a kind of reciprocal and constant career
advancement, a process that is still observed wherever carpet manufacturing
is undertaken. On the other hand, many saw architectural decoration as
clothing for covering constructions, which explains why there are so many
textile-inspired designs in architecture. Firstly, it functions as a protective
shield, as exemplified by the coverings used for the Kaaba. In Persian
culture, fabric represents a form of boundary and modesty that conceals
and protects its domain. As a cover and guardian, fabric acts as a symbol
that highlights the value of what it conceals, augmenting its preciousness.
This tradition persists until now, evident in the various coverings employed
for valuable or even ordinary household items. Within religious culture,
the concept of boundaries plays a significant role in fostering harmony.
Harmony is also rooted in the aspiration for unity with the origin, nature,
and social relations. Harmony is achieved when each element maintains
its rightful place, preventing blending or displacement. When everything
is in its proper order, encroachment, transgression, and conflict dissipate.
Another issue is that fabrics used for this purpose are typically precious,
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Fabric, a traditional and industrial product, has always been captivating due
to its primary application as clothing to adorn and protect the human body.
However, its versatility extends far beyond that, encompassing a surprising
array of diverse and widespread uses. One such noteworthy application of
fabric lies in its role as a burial shroud, accompanying Muslims in death.
With such significance in life and death, the fabric holds a special value.
Within Islamic Iran, one of the crucial functions fabrics serve is covering
the graves, specifically tombstones. Despite its importance, this subject
has seldom been explored as a distinct and standalone topic. Firstly, it is
essential to clarify the concept of a grave in this study. For simplicity, a
grave in this study refers to a burial site with a coffin or tombstone, without
delving into the distinctions between various burial places such as graves,
tombs, coffins, shrines, and the like. Moreover, when referring to “Islamic
Iran,” this article encompasses a vast period spanning approximately the
past fifteen centuries without focusing on any particular era. However,
when appropriate and supported by available examples, it does touch upon
later periods such as the Safavid and Qajar eras. Rather than engaging in
discussions regarding the physical and formal characteristics of different
types of grave palls or conducting an examination of famous historical
examples like the holy shrines of the Infallible Imams (PBUH), this article
solely aims to elucidate the underlying rationale behind the utilization of
fabric as shrouds for graves during the Islamic period in Iran. It seeks to
explore the symbolic function of fabric as grave palls within the Iranian
Islamic era without delving into the intricacies of patterns, designs, or

1. This article is derived from a research project titled ‘Study on the characteristics of the Razavi
art school from the perspective of analyzing the design and motif in the fabric coverings of the
holy shrine of Imam Reza (a.s.) (from the Safavid period to the end of the Qajar era)’ by the
first author at Iran University of Art.
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praised in many ancient texts. It’s written that Khosrow loved this horse
so dearly that upon its death, he commanded its image be carved into the
mountain.

However, a curious detail arises: the artists who illustrated these scenes over
several centuries, whenever they wished to depict the bas-relief of Mount
Bistiin, instead painted a different relief— one, now known as Tag-1 Bostan.
The bas-relief at Tag-i Bostan, located in a large rock-cut arch, is several
kilometers from Bistiin. This research addresses the question: Why did
this substitution occur in Persian painting: Why did the artists depict Tag-i
Bostan instead of Bistiin? Did they not recognize the difference between the
two sites, or did they lack an accurate understanding of the reliefs?

In search of answers, ancient reports about these two locations were first
examined to understand the historical perception of these sites. The study
reveals that none of the earlier reports from the 8th to 15th centuries confused
the artworks of Bisttin and Tag-i Bostan. These reports were likely the source
of knowledge for later artists. Therefore, if no confusion existed in earlier
observations and accounts, why did Persian painters choose to depict the
reliefs of the grand arch at Tag-1 Bostan instead of those at Bistiin?
Forthisresearch, 20 paintings from 47 illustrated Kamsa(Quintet) manuscripts
were examined and analyzed. The findings indicate that the visual substitution
of these reliefs in Persian paintings was a deliberate artistic choice, not a
result of confusion between the two historical sites. The ancient people’s
unfamiliarity with the meaning and historical identity of Bistiin’s bas-reliefs,
particularly the figures represented, led them to choose the imagery of Tag-i
Bostan. The motifs of Taqg-i Bostan were more understandable and relatable
when viewed in the context of Khosrow’s life. It seems that the reliefs of
Taqg-1 Bostan had significant narrative potential for the people of that time,
allowing them to associate these images with familiar oral stories. Some
of the core elements of this narrative potential include the depiction of a
female figure, the horse motif, the grandeur of Sassanian kingship, and their
connection to Khosrow’s life. These features were precisely the elements
needed for illustrating Nezami’s story of Kosrow and Shirin: the depiction
of a woman (Shirin), the image of a horse (Shabdiz), a wealthy and powerful
king (the Sasanian king Kosrow II Parvéz), who can remove his rival, and,
most importantly, bas-reliefs carved into a mountain, representing Farhad’s
craftsmanship.

Keywords: Nezam1 Ganjavi, Kamsa (Quintet), Khosrow and Shirin, Farhad,
Bas-reliefs of Kermansah, Bistiin, Tag-i Bostan.
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The story of Kosrow and Shirin is a romantic tale composed by Nezami
Ganjavi in the 12th century, though its roots go back centuries earlier. In this
story, Shirin is an Armenian princess renowned for her extraordinary beauty.
Kosrow is none other than Kosrow II Parvéz (r. 591-628), the powerful
Sassanian king, who falls in love with Shirin and desires to marry her. Nezami
introduces a fictional character whose historical identity is unknown: Farhad,
a master craftsman skilled in rock carving and mountain reliefs. In Nezami’s
tale, Farhad falls in love with Shirin. Enraged by this rival, Kosrow sends
Farhad to the mountains under the pretext of carving Mount Bistiin. Bisttin
is a mountain near modern-day Kermansah, Iran, renowned for its exquisite
historical bas-reliefs, including Darius the Great’s inscription and the statue
of Hercules from the Seleucid era. Nezami references this mountain in his
story, portraying Farhad as the creator of these reliefs.

The illustration of the Khosrow and Shirin story in the Kamsa(Quintet)
manuscripts was particularly popular between the late 14th and late 16th
centuries. Workshops in important cities such as Tabriz, Shiraz, and Herat
produced these manuscripts under the patronage of Iranian kings and
princes. Among the scenes illustrated in these manuscripts, the depictions of
Farhad’s encounters with Shirin were particularly prominent and frequently
illustrated. Notable examples include the scene where Shirin visits Farhad or
the moment when Farhad carries Shirin and her horse on his shoulders to the
palace. In many of these illustrated Kamsas(Quintet), when artists painted
these scenes, they also included Farhad’s bas-relief on the mountain. Nezam1
describes this bas-relief as “the portrait of Shirin” and “the figure of the
king and Shabdiz” on Mount Bisttin in Kermansah. Shabdiz was the name
of Kosrow Parvéz’s famous horse, whose remarkable qualities have been
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article employs an interdisciplinary approach, including human geography,
political philosophy, and ethnography. It is fundamental-theoretical in aim
and descriptive-analytical in method. The information has been gathered
from various library sources and websites and analyzed qualitatively.
Based on implicit inferences, the relationship between politics and social
conditions is examined, and the grounds for the formation of various arts
are discussed in the contexts mentioned.
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Political-Cultural Discourse
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should be, with female rule being completely dependent on male patronage.
It was under these circumstances that the reign of the only official queen
of the Ilkhanate lasted a mere nine months, at the end of which, ‘towards
the end of 739 [July 1339] it occurred to the end of this term, they reached
the sexist conclusion that Iran is unable to be ruled by a woman bringing to
an end the rule of the line of Hulegu, who had arrived in Iran over eighty
years earlier. Mongol rule in Iran is marked by the absence of any woman
being recognized as ruler in the way that women had been in the times of
the unifiedempire or in Central Asia. Abesh Khatun gradually transformed
these beliefs through the implementation of her father’s policies.

There is insufficient information regarding the governance of Abesh-
Khatun, the only female ruler of Fars in the 7th century AH, and what exists
are limited references in a few historical sources. The human geography and
the reflection of geography (Shiraz) on humans and vice versa, indicate that
the cultural, literary, and artistic flourishing during the era of Abesh-Khatun
should be viewed in the context of the political and social conditions of
Shiraz in the 7th century AH. One must imagine the prominent presence
of the young Atabeg’s governance in that political situation, even though
this figure mostly played an intermediary role in maintaining the existing
conditions. The aim of this article is to analyze the political discourse and
governance of Abesh-Khatun and its reflection on culture. It seeks to answer
the question of how, amidst the political turmoil of the time, a female ruler
managed to nurture culture, literature, and art by relying on political power.
She was able to, through a political strategy (political marriage) following
her father Atabeg Abubakr’s policies, transform Shiraz into a suitable hub
for scholars, intellectuals, and artists, nurturing those who were meant to
flourish under her patronage. This article attempts to analyze the limited
available information, relying on the hypothesis of political governance’s
significant role in the cultural sphere, to demonstrate that Abesh-Khatun
(the first official representative of the Ilkhans in Fars), like her predecessors
(the Atabegs of Fars and the Buyid dynasty), played an effective role in
transforming Shiraz into a center for scholars and artists. Additionally,
one cannot overlook Abesh-Khatun’s critical role in economic prosperity,
which is essential for supporting the arts. The continuation of traditions,
the construction of buildings such as schools and caravanserais, and the
preparation of grounds for other arts confirm Abesh-Khatun’s role in
supporting the artistic community. Furthermore, Abesh-Khatun played a
vital role in both the arts and economic prosperity necessary for supporting
the arts, ensuring that with the continuity of the art-nurturing traditions of the
Buyid dynasty and the Atabegs, the pre-Mongol artistic heritage, combined
with new cultural elements, provided a suitable ground for the flourishing
of art in subsequent periods. From this perspective, the art patrons of Herat
can be seen as beneficiaries of these 7th-century policies in Shiraz. This
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Political Involvement and Women's Rule in the Ilkhanate ruling women did
not entirely disappear from the Ilkhanate. The regions south of the Iranian
plateau, Anatolia and the Caucasus were governed by local dynasties
of Turkic origin (the Qutlughkhanids, the Salghurids and the Saljugs of
Rum) that were subject to the Mongols. In these areas, the political status
of women followed different paths from the centre of power located in
north-western Iran. In certain provinces, women ruled as legitimate heads
of state in similar ways to women during the united Mongol Empire and
Central Asia in the 1250s, but in all of them they maintained their active
participation in the political scene. This section focuses on specific regions
under Ilkhanid rule and the province of Fars and the rule of AbeshKhatun, a
woman of the Salghurid dynasty connected to the Mongols that ruled south-
western Iran in the thirteenth century.

The south-western province of Fars, continually linked to developments in
Kerman, seems to have been influenced by the view that women might be
openly recognised as rulers with the power to direct affairs of state in the
region. Female rule emerged in the area in 1261, during the reign of Hiilegii,
when the Salghurid ruler S’aad II had died on his way to Shiraz to assume
control after the death of his father Abu Bakr. These were the circumstances
in which Turkan Khatu a wife of Sa’ad originally from Yazd, received a
varligh from Hulegu to rule in Fars as regent on behalf of her twelve-
year-old son Muhammad. Consequently, at this point in the history of the
Ilkhanate the Mongol rulers had granted permission for the south of Iran
to be ruled by both Terken Qutlugh Khatun in Kerman and Turkan Khatun
in Fars. But, compared with her Kermani counterpart, Turkan was not as
successful in, nor as capable of, maintaining her position as the supreme
authority in the region. It seems that these women only played a role at a
symbolic level, when there was no agreement over whom the male ruler
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heart. This is the same connection between the world of laukika (in the sense
of tangible knowledge) and the world of alaukika (The metaphysical realm
/ the intelligible realm), which is recreated differently in the art of drama. In
Indian thought, rase provides the possibility of connecting the world of Leo
with the world of alaukika, and utilizing that connection, established at the
beginning of the world according to mythological traditions and separated
due to some reasons, is re-established. In other words, it expands from a
meaning in the material world to a meaning in the immaterial and divine
world.

Among other findings of this research, is that the act of sacrifice, as the
main Vedic teaching, is also reflected in the art of drama. This research
tried to categorize this reflection in eighteen cases. Also, the art of Indian
performance in a ritual sense is different from what is meant by this word
today, and like other ritual activities, it has an ultimate goal, which is the
action to reach Moksa (freedom) under the law of Dharma. Therefore,
the performance of Indian religion is a kind of religious act rooted in the
importance and function of the sacrifice in the Vedic religion, and rather
than looking for aesthetic achievements, it seeks to create a feeling in
the participant. The perception of rase is only achieved if, in addition
to knowing the principles of execution of the victim, he believed in the
principles governing it and watched it with the presence of his heart. The
presence of a heart is rooted in the belief in ancient Vedic wisdom.

Keywords: Indian Art, Vedic Ritual, Ritual Art, Indian Performance,
Sacrifice
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of Vedic religion, to read it from the place of artistic experience, especially
traditional performances. Therefore, first, the position of the sacrifice in the
Vedic religion and the connection between it and the festival is described,
and then the evolution of the concept of rase in the Indian ritual performance
is examined. An attempt is made to reread the semantic and conceptual
similarities between the two. This article aims to answer the question of the
relationship between the show and the concept of rase as one of the Indian
aesthetic principles and the act of sacrifice. What are the commonalities
between how the participant seeks pleasure in the show and the perception
of performing a religious act, especially the sacrifice, for the seeker?

The reason for choosing performance art from among the types of art is that
according to the ancient scriptures, ritual performance is the main place of
appearance of rase; The principle that forms the basis of the formation of
all kinds of art in traditional Indian thought. The process of creating and
perceiving an artwork based on Hindu thought has two basic principles:
First, sadrsya, which means the harmony of the content and form of the
artwork with the eternal forms, and the purpose of the artwork is defined in
sdadrsya, which means true similarity and no lack or caste. In other words,
sadrsya explains the process of creating a work of art based on ruling
principles. The second principle is called rase, which means taste and
extract, but in the beautiful thing, it focuses on and discusses the process of
aesthetic impact and emotions resulting from seeing the work of art in the
mind and spirit of the observer. The importance of rase is based on ancient
Indian texts. The purpose of creating and performing a ritual performance
is to generate rase in the participant (observer).

The important point is that there is a correspondence between man and
the creator (the principle of Atman/Brahman) in Indian thought. This
correspondence can also be seen between man and the altar. In the Indian
performance, there is the same correspondence between the venue of the
show, the body of the actor, and the body of the audience. It is as if there is
a correspondence between the temple and man.

The necessity of this correspondence between the body and the temple is
that any prayer that takes place outside should also occur inside. The place
of this event is the heart. In fact, in Vedic thought, external perceptible
rituals are the only means of support for reflection and observation, which
make it possible to know reasonable things through perceptible things.
Therefore, the act of sacrifice is not only an act on the outside, but it can
be considered an inner and mental act by nature. Concluding from what
has been said, it can be concluded that the act of sacrifice establishes a link
between the material and spiritual worlds. On the one hand, the subject
of the sacrifice is transferred from the worldly (impure) realm or position
to the sacred realm or position, and on the other hand, a connection is
established between the human body and the spiritual world through the



% Rahpooye Hekmat-e Honar

(Biquarterly Journal of Wisdom and Art)
Vol. 3, No. 1 (4), Spring & Summer 2024

Reinterpreting Ritual Performance as the Act of Sacrifice in Indian
Civilization

Somayeh Ramezanmahi'
Type of article: original research

Receive Date: 5 - 8 - 2024, Accept Date: 18 - 9 - 2024
DOI: 10.22034/RPH.2024.2037533.1066

Extended abstract

Indian ritual performances, which have continued from the distant past
to the present day, are one of the main branches of Indian art and enjoy
a worldwide reputation. Considering that there is a holistic view of all
human activities in the background of tradition, this research aims to reread
the interface between religion and art by referring to Vedic texts. What
is borrowed today from holy books like Mahabharata and Ramayana as
the text of traditional Indian dramas is actually the retelling of religious
myths in the form of narratives that in the past contained sacred concepts.
Therefore, it can be said that the art of ritual performances in the world of
tradition has been the reconstruction of the same myths and the revival of
the same sacred concepts. But what turns such performances and narrations
into a ritual act is the soul of the sacrifice, as one of the most significant
and key religious concepts in the Vedas; So it can be said that The Vedic
religion is instructions about how to perform the act of sacrifice. The word
sacrifice in the Sanskrit language is equivalent to yajiia; Yajiia has the same
root as Yashan, Yashtand Yasna in the Avesta language, and it is the same as
the word ““ Jashne * in modern Persian as well as Jashn in Gujarati. Yesna
is equal to Yazisn and sometimes €zS$n in Pahlavi. The root of these words,
Yaz and Yas, means to worship through sacrifice and prayers performed in
front of the fire. In the book Sir Akbar Upanisad, Darashkoh considered
the root of the word Yajria to be the same as Yaj, which means sacrifice and
sacrificer, and Yaj7ia (jajn/ yajn) means to sacrifice for others.

Initially, sacrifices were material, involving humans, animals, and plants.
However, with the emergence of the Upanisads, these sacrifices transformed
from physical offerings to spiritual ones, as seekers aimed to draw closer to
God by sacrificing their souls. The junction of the act of sacrifice and art in
its ritual meaning lies right at this point.

This article attempts to expand the concept of sacrifice from the perspective
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medieval churches. This aims to instill a sense of freshness and coolness in
the space., much like the shade of an oasis in the desert. In summary, the
analysis of the Kerman vase carpet reveals that the plant motifs of the carpet
and the symbol of the tree date back to ancient times, such as the Achaemenid
period. Over time, the circular motifs evolved into spirals and then into
lines adorned with flowers and leaves, known as Khatai, and ultimately
became arabesque motifs. The blue color of the carpet, in all traditional
Iranian and European arts, speaks of nature and the sky and symbolizes
heartfelt faith and divinity. The abundance of plant ornamentation in the
carpet reflects the idea that the world is based on harmony; despite the
diversity of phenomena, they all ultimately return to the absolute, unified
essence of God. The Shah Abbasi flowers or lotuses, in Indian belief, serve
as the vessel for primordial creation. According to Burckhardt, only
someone with inner illumination can read nature and ultimately understand
the symbols. He believes traditional art aims to depict the essence of truth
solely through symbols linked to nature. Achieving this goal is not possible
through realistic art, as truth is not manifest and earthly.

Keywords: Traditionalism, Burckhardt, Safavid, Kerman Carpet, Floral
Motifs
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rhythm, exhibits an unbroken flow, opposing stages, and a balance of solid
and empty shapes. At times, this art has been deemed “lacking human
qualities” due to its abstract and formalistic nature. It speaks of the centrality
of the human spirit and soul among purely plant-based decorations, devoid
of any non-plant-based decorations. Burckhardt states that from the
perspective of a Muslim artist or craftsman in the Islamic world, the
geometric intertwining pattern was undoubtedly the most rational approach
to ornamenting a surface, as this motif points to the idea that divine unity or
the oneness of divinity is the foundation of the endless variety of the world.
Indeed, the unity of divinity lies beyond all manifestations because its
essence, which is total and whole, leaves nothing outside of itself and
encompasses everything. Nevertheless, it is through the harmony cast over
the world that divine unity becomes apparent, and harmony is nothing but
“unity in diversity,” just as “diversity in unity” exists. In addition to the
arabesque motifs, the Shah Abbasi flower (lotus) also appears in the vase
carpet motifs. According to Burckhardt’s writings, in Indian culture, Agni is
the spiritual seed or gemma from which the totality of human nature grows;
therefore, Agni is hidden in the sacrificial altar, just as it is concealed in the
human heart. It is born from the primordial waters, which are the sum of all
potentialities, whether spiritual or cosmic and for this reason, the lotus
flower serves as its vehicle. Burckhardt asserts that the art of carpet weaving,
a distinguished hallmark of the Islamic world, has not been hindered by the
exclusive use of geometric forms following artistic compositions on a flat
surface and the absence of images in the literal sense. Although the arabesque
functions like rhythm and meter, it maintains its primary connection with
plants. Its plant-like virtues manifest on suitable occasions, and its stylized
framework, along with the unique genius of the artist or ethnic group,
reconciles the artwork with nature. Despite distancing itself from realism, it
remains connected to abundance and fertility, as in a dry, barren land,
decorative motifs must present an image of wealth and the abundance of
greenery before the eyes. The sublime theme of the urban carpet is the
garden, which is naturally a depiction of the Quranic paradise, described as
“gardens beneath which rivers flow.” It is woven with representations of the
heavenly nature that also cover the earth, framed by a border resembling a
river, which is filled with floral ornaments of Shah Abbasi flowers or lotuses
and leaves placed upon Khatai motifs. This is based on the idea that in the
Quran, ‘“al-Jannah” (paradise) has two meanings: “garden” and
“concealment.” Regarding the color of the carpet, the Kerman vase carpet
is primarily blue with crimson-red borders. Blue is a soothing and powerful
color that conveys serenity, loyalty, and faith. According to Burckhardt,
blue is a color that has been extensively used in sacred places, such as the
glazed tiles of mosques and the Qur’anic inscription tiles across different
Islamic periods and countries, as well as in the stained-glass windows of
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Kerman vase carpet? In the history of motifs, what works do its patterns and
colors reflect? And how can the motifs of the carpet, especially the one in
question, be analyzed and examined from Burckhardt’s point of view? The
research method is descriptive-analytical with a historical approach, and
information is gathered through documentary sources and literature. The
pinnacle of carpet design and weaving in Iran was achieved under the
support of the Safavid dynasty from 907 to 1152 AH (1501-1739 AD).
During the Safavid era, the city of Kerman gained real significance thanks
to the efforts of Ganj Ali Khan. According to Sir John Chardin, the best and
largest carpets that made their way to royal courts were mostly designed
and woven by the skilled artists of Kerman. One reason for the fame of the
illustrious Kerman carpets is the abundance of patterns and designs and the
use of a diverse range of colors that are completely in balance with each
other. The vase-design carpet woven in Kerman in the 17th century
represents swirling, intertwined plant motifs of arabesque leaves and
flowers, predominantly using blue tones on its background. This carpet is
identified as having a vase design due to the small vase motifs from which
leaves emerge. The vase symbolizes the earth-mother goddess: “A
distinction must be made between the mother goddess and the earth-mother
goddess. The earth-mother goddess is the source of life and has been
instrumental in primordial creation, eternally a source of abundance for all
natural phenomena; everything comes from her and returns to her, and the
world is her body.” Moreover, plant motifs, especially trees, have held such
prominence in all ceramics, textiles, paintings, and even carvings throughout
Iranian history that they have been regarded with respect by renowned
artists. The cypress trees depicted on the murals of Persepolis are among the
oldest works demonstrating the importance and prestige of this creation of
the Lord among the artists and kings of the Achaemenid dynasty. Especially
regarding the arabesque motifs, there is an older example, although it differs
from later arabesques, it is undoubtedly from the early stages of the
transformation of simple floral motifs into arabesques. This example is a
felt piece discovered along with the findings of the Pazyryk Valley.
Regarding the concept of the arabesque motif, Burckhardt writes that it is
not merely a substitute for figurative art, which is prohibited in Islam. Even
though there are different artistic interpretations of this law, the arabesque,
with its rhythmic repetition, serves a very different artistic purpose than
figurative art and stands in direct opposition to it. The arabesque does not
captivate the eye to draw it into an imaginary world, but on the contrary, it
liberates the eye from all mental distractions. The arabesque conveys no
particular thought and more accurately represents a state of being that is
simultaneously calm and rhythmic. The arabesque is an abstract art form,
composed according to conscious rules, devoid of any subjective, semi-
conscious, or hesitant elements. The arabesque, with its vines of pure
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Titus Burckhardt was a Swiss traditionalist theorist who dedicated his life
to studying various cultures and beliefs, including Islam. He explained
and interpreted the philosophy of medieval and Eastern symbols based on
the Perennial Wisdom. According to Burckhardt, the complete expression
of the relationship between art and metaphysics can be found in Plato’s
statement: “Beauty is the splendor of truth.” In his view, it is only through
symbols connected to nature that one can depict the essence of truth, which
is the aim of traditional art. Realistic art cannot achieve this goal, as truth is
neither evident nor earthly.

Burckhardt divided traditional arts into two categories: one includes arts
in Islamic civilization, such as painting and music, which are non-sacred
arts, and the other, like mosque architecture and calligraphy in Islam or
church architecture in medieval Christianity, as sacred art. Sacred art
is a part of traditional art that is directly and intimately connected with
religious principles and is related to religious rituals and ceremonies. To
distinguish it from traditional art, it is referred to as sacred or holy art.
The art of carpet weaving, which is related to this research, is considered a
non-sacred traditional art. The hypothesis of this article is that the motifs of
carpets featuring plant ornamentation can be interpreted through the lens of
ornamentation and color, drawing on Burckhardt’s perspectives.

This article posits that the motifs of carpets featuring plant ornamentation
can be interpreted through the lens of ornamentation and color. This research
aims to analyze the motifs and symbols of the 17th-century Kerman vase
carpet, a relic from the late Safavid period, based on the philosophy of
traditionalism, particularly Burckhardt’s perspective. This research
addresses the following questions: What visual symbols are depicted in the
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resting goats, the goats face each other, right goat rests on all fours with
large antlers spread widely apart, while the other stands opposite grazing
above, painted with significantly smaller antlers. 4 — Fighting rams, two
men watch eagerly as the two rams hook horns. 5 — Two Iraqi (Tabrizi) goats
are shown standing side by side, one stands tall, while the other bends down
to eat some leaves. 6 — Rhinoceros standing in profile. 7- Two mountain
rams are shown facing each other. The left ram appears smaller, kneeling
submissively before the larger ram who stands tall with horns well defined.
All of these paintings are inscribed.

Keywords: Kampfer, Jani ibn Bahram Farangi-saz, Muraqqa, Qurchyan,
Jazayeri, Gorji, Qizilbash, Qalandar
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1- Scene of two men dancing; the right man plays a stringed instrument
while the other holds the scarf around his neck. Both men are wearing short
clothes with decorations tied below each knee. Feathered hats adorn their
heads.

2- Portraits of a Qizilbash and a woman; The man gazes opposite towards
the woman seated upon cushions while placing a strand of flowers into her
hair.

3- Portrait of Cavalryman; On horseback is depicted a man aiming his bow
and arrow toward a Snake.

4- Trainer watching a competition between two wrestlers; To the left, the
wrestlers are entangled, bare-chested, shaved heads, and shoeless, while the
fully clothed trainer stands aside, holding a cloth in one hand. A purse hangs
from the sash tied around his waist, while a large turban covers his head.
5- Double portraits palace usher on the right and the royal bodyguard on the
left. Usher strands legs widely separated, holding an axe-like object in one
hand while resting his other hand upon the sash tied around his waist. On
opposite strands, the royal bodyguard is leaning against a long cane held in
one hand while the other plays with the mustache. The bodyguard is dressed
in a long robe with an elaborate, feathered headdress.

6- Doubled portraits of an Indian woman and a Georgian woman. Indian
woman, left, holds a small, shallow cup in one hand and a large vessel in
the other. A turban wraps around her head and a long shawl extends to the
ground. Three strands of beads hang from her neck. While a translucent
skirt drops over her pants tied at her waist by a long sash. The Georgian
woman holds a piece of fruit in one hand and the other clutches her sash,
tied around her waist. She wears a triangular-shaped hat, jacket, skirt pants,
and heeled shoes.

7- Qalandar speaking to a young devotee. Qalandar, an itinerant Sufi, who
learns and teaches during his travels, is shown bare cheated with strings of
beads hanging around his neck and resting against a tree with his belongings
(hat, stick, and reeded musical instrument) placed in front.

8- Portrait of a Sakinah, painted in a circular vignette. She gazes towards
the right.

9 — Leyli tending to an emaciated Majnun, covered by only a cloth around
his waist, lays upon Leyli, gazing up at her. Leyli dressed in a printed jacket,
skirt, and pants, sits cross-legged, Supporting Majnun. Surrounding them
rests a dog, gazelle, and rabbit.

The animal category examples are, 1 — Tow Antelopes, shown side by side.
One stands tall, while the other lays on the ground, head turned facing
upwards. 2 — A performing goat and spectators. This painting depicts five
Tabrizi Men and a dog surrounding the performing goat. One man kneels
playing a drum, while another sits beside a column with a goat balancing
on top. Three other men gaze upon the event from either side. 3 — Two
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Engelbert Kampfer (1651-1716) was born in Lemgo. Kampfer was a
German traveler known for his tour of Persia between 1683 and 1693. In
1681, he visited Upsala in Sweden, where he was offered inducements
to settle. His desire for foreign travel led him to become secretary to the
second embassy of the Swedish ambassador, whom Charles XI sent through
Russia to Persia in 1683.

He wrote a book about his travels (later translated into Persian) published
in 1712. This book is important for its Persian observations and description
of the Persian court of Shah Suleyman Safavi. His book was a chief source
of Western knowledge about Persia and Persian society during the Safavid
period. Kampfer also collected materials and information on Isfahan society.
He mixed careful observation with a strong desire to make these observations
confirm the European conception of Persia. Of all early travelers in Persia,
Kampfer was probably the most acute observer. He came to Isfahan in 1684
as a physician in the service Swedish mission. He stayed in Isfahan for
twenty months. He dedicated his time to all sorts of scholarly activities,
Including Cartography, Botanical studies, and medical observations.

When he stayed in Isfahan, he wanted Jani -ibn Bahram Farangi-saz, a
painter, to make him an album. His album is known as Album of Persian
Costumes and Animals with some Drawings by Kampfer. This Album
contains 44 paintings and drawings.

Its technique is painted ink and opaque watercolor on paper. This Album
was produced in Isfahan, 1096 AH. Its size is 42,32cm™* 20,26cm. Bounded
in brown leather with gold gilt decoration. This article created a visual
interpretation of paintings and drawings of the Album (Muraqqa). This
article features two categories: one for paintings of men and women and
another for paintings of animals. The first category interprets representations
of humans, while the second focuses on animals.
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institutions and phenomena to mere mechanical systems conflicts with the
vital coexistence of living, constructive elements, and humanity’s cultural
presence and openness in the world. In simple clear language, every culture
is a living, dynamic and creative ecosystem, and landscape. There is unity
and continuity among its constituent parts, elements, and members. Human
actors, possessing thought, will, determination, and emotion, always play
a central, constructive, creative, and “poetic” role in the emergence and
unfolding of any culture.
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In the following compact and short writing, an attempt has been made to
analyze and explain the “Simultaneity” or the root, source, and essential
kinship between culture in its general, macro, and comprehensive sense,
with art and artistry, and creative, innovative, and artistic movements and
actions. Human should be examined and articulated in the creation of
secondary reality, as a work of art form. In other words, the issue is this: What
is the connection between human cultural behaviors and artistic tendencies
and actions, and his sphere of aesthetic experiences? Is the relation and
kinship formal and incidental, or related to the roots, source, and substance?
Is it coexistence and nature? Or coexisting and formal and incidental and
different from each other? Is Man first a cultural person and then an artist,
or first an artist and then a cultural person? Or is the relationship between
human culture and artistry not the relationship between two separate
principles, but rather, complementary and supporting one another? Culture
in the general, macro, and comprehensive sense encompasses all the
perceptual shields and lived experiences and the existential openness of
man in the world. The relationship between culture, such as the openness
of existence with art and artistry, and human creative and innovative
movements and actions, is essential and based on coexistence and is inherent.
There are two sides of the same coin. Of course, culture includes art, and
art is specific to the cultural openness of man in the world. In other words,
art and artistry and creative actions and taste and aesthetic experiences of
man such as religion and lived experiences and man’s perceptions of the
sacred, divine, sublime, and beyond such as the skills and technological
and practical practices of man such as thinking, wisdom, and scholarship of
all examples and manifestations and the signs of the existential openness of
humans include and are cultural beings. Culture is also defined as cultural
heritage. There is unity and unity between them. They are not connected
like screws and nuts and inanimate pieces of metal. Reducing culture and its
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