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1. Aesthetic Object

2. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831)

3. Aesthetic Experience

4. Mikel Dufrenne (1910-1995)

5. Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980)

6. The Sublime

7. Aesthetic

8. Dialectic

9. Existentialism

10. phenomenological conversion

11. suspension

12. textual criticism

13. Arnold Hauser (1892-1978)

14. Georg Simmel (1858-1918)

15. Paul Bové

16. Andras Balint Kovacs

17. Simone de Beauvoir (1908-1986)

18. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)
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assertion that only “imagination has the power to shape a world and generate
a work” encapsulates this transformative potential. Within this theoretical
framework, artistic and literary works emerging from creative imagination
possess the capacity for dynamic epistemological transformation of their
audience, transcending mere mimesis.

The integration of imagination with experience, language, and concept
is crucial to Ricoeur’s analysis. Influenced by Wittgensteinian thought,
Ricoeur conceptualizes imaginary representation as inherently iconic,
whereas productive imagination is a form of observation-dependent
portrayal. This theoretical framework encompasses poetic and non-poetic
imaginative forms within the broader paradigm of iconic functionality.
Significantly, imagination’s primary relationship shifts from perception to
linguistic creativity, manifesting particularly in poetry and religious arts.
The linguistic, creative dimension, facilitated by creative imagination,
emerges as a paramount mechanism for theopoetic realization. Language’s
capacity for creation represents a fundamental human aspiration, as
words optimally functioning serve to reveal divine mystery within human
experience.

The implementation of creative theopoetics necessitates theological
revitalization and the alignment of Christian aesthetic experience with
contemporary sensibilities, imagery, and ritualistic practices. Modern
artistic expression, media, and subcultural manifestations demonstrate not
iconoclastic tendencies characteristic of medieval periods but rather the
emergence of novel, imaginative structures that diminish the traditional
sacred-secular dichotomy.

Ricoeur’s theoretical framework, serving as a contemporary paradigm for
productive imagination in artistic and media contexts, has heightened the
significance of imagination’s active force in religious experience. These
imaginative horizons, embedded within contemporary lived experience,
demand recognition and analysis. Artists and poets have demonstrated
particular advancement in this domain, suggesting the need for a more
comprehensive study of their systematic implementation of imagination.
In conclusion, theopoetics emerges as a methodological pathway for
directing productive imagination toward the reconceptualization of
religious aesthetics in the contemporary context. This framework offers
valuable insights into the intersection of imagination, religious experience,
and artistic expression in modern theological discourse.

Keywords: Theopoetics, Productive imagination, Sacred text, Paul Ricoeur,
Christian aesthetics
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occurred through Stanley Roman Hopper’s 1971 lecture, emerging from
deliberations within the Art and Religion Society of the American Academy
of Contemporary Culture and Religion. Subsequently, theopoetics has
evolved to encompass multiple functions: as an indicator of textual
devotional qualities, a distinct genre of religious literature, and a postmodern
theological perspective. A pragmatic definition is the systematic study and
experiential practice of divine knowledge through textual engagement. In
this context, theological texts serve as vehicles for divine revelation, with
the term’s essence deeply rooted in its etymological origins.

Amos Wilder advocates for a theopoetic approach to Christianity that
meaningfully engages with contemporary religious experience through
inclusive rather than imposing linguistic frameworks. Wilder posits
that such theoretical accessibility would enhance public engagement
with Christianity's redemptive potential. Hopper and Wilder employ
theopoetics as a distinct nominal concept, denoting a religious, linguistic
mode they consider fundamental to Christian revitalization. They contend
that theological reconnection with public consciousness necessitates the
development of novel theopoetic expressions - a linguistic framework that
simultaneously honours Christian traditional foundations while capturing
contemporary divine experience.

This divine and spiritual experiential dimension finds its natural expression
through poetic language, as individuals frequently discover greater
accessibility to divine encounters through poetic rather than logical
theological frameworks. The privileging of artistic expression over
doctrinal formulation in divine reconnection raises fundamental questions
regarding the relationship between creation and doctrine. Poetics is the
primary bridge between linguistic expression and physical embodiment,
serving as both mediator and medium of human-divine interaction. This
framework suggests that centuries of doctrinal and abstract theological
disputes depart from authentic theopoetic engagement, culminating in the
reciprocal proposition. Everything sums up in an academic reformulation of
this statement: We create God, and God creates us, i.e. human participation
in divine creation mirrors divine participation in human formation.

The Role of Productive Imagination in Theopoetics

The transformative capacity of imagination in theopoetics warrants
careful examination, particularly regarding its evolution from a
historically reproductive function to a productive and creative force. Paul
Ricoeur’s systematic analysis provides a coherent theoretical framework
for understanding this transformation. Throughout his intellectual
development, Ricoeur meticulously analyzed the philosophical history of
imagination, distinguishing between pre-Kantian reproductive imagination
conceptualizations and productive imagination theory’s post-Kantian
foundation. Ricoeur’s central thesis posits imagination as the fundamental
catalyst through which abstract concepts materialize into concrete works,
thereby effecting tangible changes in reality and human experience. His
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Extended abstract

Contemporary philosophical and theological discourse consistently
manifests innovative approaches to sacred text interpretation, underscoring
the significance of reexamining and recontextualizing sacred texts about
contemporary human existence. In the present epoch, characterized by
extensive discourse regarding post-atheistic paradigms and the potential
for divine reconceptualization in modern human experience, the theopoetic
approach emerges as a distinctive hermeneutical framework within Western
theological thought. Scholars in this domain have extensively analyzed
the philosophical-theological underpinnings within Western religious
intellectual history, proposing theopoetics as a methodological alternative
to dogmatic interpretative traditions.

The theopoetic framework elucidates the dual nature of divine encounters
through both theological and theopoetic dimensions. While the layperson
might initially conceptualize theopoetics as a mere synthesis of poetic
and theological elements, such an interpretation fails to comprehend the
term’s etymological complexity. The construct comprises two fundamental
components: the poetic aspect, which transcends mere abstraction by
incorporating form, verbal expression, visual elements, and sensory
perception, thereby enabling experiential and conceptual engagement.
Concurrently, from a theological perspective, this framework extends
beyond abstract theoretical constructs. Theopoetics fundamentally
constitutes a comprehensive methodology for conceptualizing, imagining,
and apprehending divine manifestations. This dynamic interplay between
human and divine creative processes defines the essence of theopoetic
engagement. Within this theoretical framework, divine manifestation is
intrinsically linked to human participation in actualizing creation’s promised
potential through temporal-spatial embodiment, imagery, corporeal
expression, artistic creation, and practical action.

The contemporary introduction of theopoetics, initially termed theopoiesis,
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fails. The mind reaches a conceptual understanding beyond thought and
language—a transformative domain of disorder within order, a destruction
of the stable realm of time and space that embodies vastness, depth, human
awe, and incapacity—and where modern philosophy (particularly Kantian)
leaves no space for an interpretation of beauty or the beautiful within the
“foundations and principles” of this encounter; then, in a traditionalist
reading of sacred art and beauty, it takes on a distinctive manifestation.
The research evidence reveals that if we consider the quality of sacred art
based on features like intellectual intuition, its intrinsic distinction from the
modern, the symbolic coding of timeless truths (beyond the confines of finite
domains), based on revealed religion (rather than ingenuity, empiricism,
and worldly taste), a reflection of principles (rather than an imitation of
nature), multidimensionality (universal—divine and human), coherence
of form and meaning, practicality (harmony of purpose and execution),
as a support for human rationality, and ultimately creation inspired by the
divine (art that is impersonal and rooted in anonymity), we see a system
of knowledge or discourse that positions sacred beauty as stemming from
divine love, as truth (or the splendour of truth), as an incomparable and
liberating force between blind pleasure and abstract form that leads to inner
freedom. Contrary to Kant and his followers, this sacred beauty is objective
and real. Sacred beauty is revealed through intellectual intuition, and its
understanding is rooted in mysticism; its expression can be seen in the
dialectic between beauty (as Beloved) and love (as devotee). Sacred forms
reveal beauty as reflecting divine beauty rather than mere appearances; in
fact, beauty lies not in resemblance to natural forms but in the ideas and
meanings within the essence of these forms. This beauty is absolute and
can be identified with the Creator, the Divine Presence. Based on these
premises, it becomes evident that when the sacred in Islam is revealed
to the Prophet’s (PBUH) heart and takes the form of the Quran (which
itself is divine speech), this expression of beauty in the sublime sacred,
if it fundamentally contains majesty and awe, indeed cannot be devoid of
beauty and grace. The sublime sacred, if restricted solely to divine majesty,
could not fully achieve its ultimate purpose. Based on this understanding,
even the state of annihilation (Fana) in Islamic mysticism can be explained
and justified within the purposeful and practical framework of sacred art, as
without this attraction, there would be no path to follow.

Keywords: Sublime, Perennialism, Aesthetics, Sacred matter, Sacred art,
Amazement, Beauty
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rare examples that approach Islamic culture and art through this lens.

The primary hypothesis of this research is based on the idea that, despite the
extensive analyses of the understanding of the sublime, the comprehension
of meaning and form in traditional art fundamentally differs from the
Western (philosophical West) perspective. The appreciation of beauty for
the Eastern artist, specifically in the case of the Muslim artist, is often
influenced by a mystical worldview, that is, the knowledge of truth. This
perspective has distanced such artists from the mimesis of nature as seen
in Greek visual arts (and, by extension, in the modern conception of art).
According to this interpretation, Western aesthetic theories’ inadequacy in
analyzing traditional artisans’ works is evident and requires no extensive
argument. In other words, one could say that Western aesthetics relies on
fidelity to “appearance” in the sense of the world of multiplicity or creation
and objective display, whereas, for example, the Islamic artist positions
themselves within the realm of “Being,” aiming to reveal the sacred
through manifestations of the Divine. Consequently, they do not adhere to
mathematical proportions. In this discussion, therefore, we seek it within the
sacred to analyze the unified, objective manifestation of the sublime within
a perennial framework. The goal is to investigate how, given the perennial
discourse’s fundamental emphasis on the relationship between knowledge
and truth in the sacred domain, the comprehensive manifestation of the
sublime in art and beauty can be examined. This framework examines the
concepts of sacred, sacred art, and sacred beauty to open a path toward
understanding the quality of the sublime as sacred, along with its modes and
forms of manifestation.

In contemporary discussions of the sublime, scholars such as Richardson
examine it as a practical, experiential concept in painting. At the same time,
philosophers like Burke and Kant approach it from a more intellectual
standpoint, with Kant’s interpretation being mainly conceptual and not
focused on artistic dimensions. Additionally, recent researchers like
Temenuga Trifonova consider the sublime to be a conceptually broad
and contested area, one that easily shifts from Burke’s human-centred
sublime, grounded in human perception of nature, to Lyotard’s “inhuman
sublime,” which is transformative and makes no transcendental claims.
This version of the sublime is rooted in “resistance to rational appropriation
or narrative representation.” What can be taken as an assumption here is
that the modern concept of the sublime, though sometimes interpreted as an
aesthetic judgment, rarely emphasizes beauty. Instead, the focus is typically
on its sense of awe. Thus, the scope of analyses leaves little room for an
interpretation of beauty or the beautiful in the domain of the “principles and
foundations” of this encounter.

The study’s findings indicate that if, based on reflections on the sublime
in modern aesthetics, we view it as a moment where sensory perception
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Extended abstract

The concept of the sublime, as an infinite, transformative, and awe-inspiring
phenomenon of grandeur, has often remained overlooked in the aesthetic
study of traditional art—particularly in Eastern and Islamic arts. Where
studies have been conducted, they predominantly focus on its majestic
aspects. This research aims to provide a nuanced view of the sublime’s
aesthetic in traditional art, juxtaposing it with perspectives from modern art
theory and investigating its nature and quality within a perennial framework.
The primary question is: What aesthetic characteristics does the sublime
embody from a perennialist viewpoint, and how does it fundamentally
differ from the Western modernist perspective? Furthermore, how does the
sublime manifest within Islamic art as a prime example?

This study addresses these questions by initially examining the aesthetics of
the sublime within modern art and philosophy, subsequently analyzing its
perennial interpretation through the lens of sacred art and beauty. The goal
is to craft a discourse that interprets the essence, qualitative dimensions,
and mode of manifestation of the sublime in a traditional reading. More
precisely, this involves investigating the fundamental aspects, nature, and
context of its appearance in Eastern traditional arts—from Buddhism in
India and China to Islamic art, which inherently diverges from modern
interpretations.

As the title suggests, the theoretical foundation of this research draws on the
works of traditionalist thinkers such as Frithjof Schuon, Titus Burckhardt,
Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Martin Lings, and other scholars in the field. The
study contrasts modern interpretations of the sublime with a traditionalist
perspective by employing an analytical, discursive approach. The historical
background of studying the sublime in sacred (traditional) arts is sparse,
with the bulk of existing literature focusing on Western aesthetics, from
Mendelssohn and Kant to Lyotard. Nevertheless, this study references some
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contextual and relational dimensions, highlighting the uniqueness of
individual experiences. Sartre’s existential approach further complicates
this dichotomy by rejecting the notion of objective universality, instead
framing aesthetic objects as inherently subjective and fluid.

The role of temporality and spatiality in aesthetic experience is another area
where these perspectives diverge. Dufrenne emphasizes that every aesthetic
object is embedded within a specific historical and cultural context,
arguing that detachment from this context diminishes its meaning. While
acknowledging art’s historical progression, Hegel ultimately views the
aesthetic object as transcending its temporal and spatial origins. Sartre, by
contrast, presents art as an imaginative construct that exists independently of
temporal or spatial constraints, offering infinite possibilities for subjective
exploration.

These philosophical divergences underscore the complexity of aesthetic
experience and how beauty, the sublime, and the aesthetic object are
conceptualized. Hegel, Dufrenne, and Sartre each offer distinct insights
into the dynamics of perception and imagination, contributing to a richer
understanding of aesthetic phenomena. Their perspectives reveal that
aesthetic experience is not a monolithic construct but a multifaceted process
shaped by the interplay of sensory, cognitive, and imaginative faculties.
The findings of this analysis suggest that future research could further
explore the intersection of sensory perception and imaginative representation
in aesthetic experience. Investigations into how these elements interact to
shape individual and collective understandings of beauty could offer valuable
insights into art’s philosophical and psychological dimensions. Additionally,
interdisciplinary approaches integrating philosophy, psychology, and art
theory could deepen our understanding of the mechanisms underlying
aesthetic appreciation, offering a more comprehensive view of how
aesthetic objects resonate within diverse cultural and historical contexts.
Research could also uncover how the dynamic interplay between cognitive
processes and sensory stimuli fosters creativity and innovation, enriching
our grasp of the transformative power of art in shaping human experience.
By examining these interactions, scholars could reveal new pathways for
appreciating aesthetic engagement’s universal and subjective aspects.
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objects, each shaped by distinct conceptual frameworks. Hegel’s philosophy
emphasizes the dialectical progression of objects from sensory perception
to absolute ideas, highlighting a journey toward transcendence. In Hegelian
thought, the aesthetic object evolves from its natural state into a higher
synthesis where beauty reflects the unity of subjective consciousness and
objective reality. This transformation demonstrates how beauty is not static
but an evolving construct that achieves its ultimate expression in the realm
of absolute totality.

Dufrenne, however, underscores the inseparability of sensory perception
from the temporal and spatial conditions of experience. He proposes a triadic
model wherein presence, imagination, and emotion are interconnected stages
in the aesthetic process. Presence marks the immediate sensory engagement
with the object, while imagination extends this interaction into a realm of
representation and interpretation. Emotion synthesizes these stages, where
the aesthetic object attains a resonance that transcends its material form.
Dufrenne’s emphasis on contextuality and integration offers a counterpoint
to Hegel’s more universalizing approach, highlighting the importance of
particularity in aesthetic understanding.

Sartre’s existential perspective introduces a radically subjective dimension
to the discourse on aesthetic objects. For Sartre, the aesthetic object is not
an external entity but a manifestation of the imagination. This perspective
de-emphasizes the object’s materiality, focusing instead on its capacity to
evoke imaginative engagement. Sartre’s views on art underscore its potential
to liberate the mind from conventional constraints, enabling individuals to
explore realities not bound by sensory or rational limitations. His approach
reframes aesthetic experience as an intimate dialogue between the individual
and the imaginary, positioning art as a conduit for existential exploration.
The interplay between sensory perception and imagination emerges as
a central theme in these philosophical frameworks. Hegel and Dufrenne
attribute significant weight to the role of sensory experience in grounding
aesthetic objects, though they diverge in their treatment of abstraction
and contextuality. Hegel’s emphasis on the dialectical movement toward
absolute ideas contrasts with Dufrenne’s focus on the immediacy and
situatedness of sensory perception. Sartre, in turn, departs from both by
prioritizing imagination as the primary medium through which aesthetic
objects acquire significance. These differences illuminate the multifaceted
nature of aesthetic experience, showcasing how objects are perceived,
interpreted, and valued.

A comparative analysis of these perspectives highlights the tension between
universality and particularity in aesthetic theory. Hegel’s framework is
marked by a universalizing trajectory, wherein objects achieve their fullest
expression by integrating into a more extensive metaphysical system. This
framework contrasts with Dufrenne’s emphasis on aesthetic engagement’s
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Extended abstract

The concept of the “object” has been the subject of diverse and sometimes
conflicting interpretations in philosophy, particularly in the works of Hegel,
Mikel Dufrenne, and Sartre. These interpretations explore fundamental
questions about the nature of objects, their relationship to beauty and the
sublime, and the interplay between sensory perception and imagination in
shaping aesthetic experience. Hegel conceptualizes the object through a
triadic framework encompassing nature, rational idea, and absolute totality.
He views beauty as a dynamic process that begins with sensory perception
and culminates in absolute perfection. According to Hegel, this evolutionary
process reflects the unity of consciousness and reality, moving from the
materiality of nature toward the higher realms of ideal thought.

Dufrenne, in contrast, places significant emphasis on sensory perception,
framing beauty as the result of a dialectical interaction among presence,
imagination, and emotion. He argues that the aesthetic object cannot be fully
understood through mental representations alone but must be situated within
its specific temporal and spatial context. For Dufrenne, aesthetic experience
emerges as a synthesis of sensory and intellectual engagement, encapsulating
both the tangible and the symbolic. Diverging from these perspectives,
Sartre positions imagination at the core of aesthetic experience. He argues
that objects of aesthetic significance are not confined to external reality but
are products of imaginative projection. Sartre’s philosophy emphasizes the
transformative power of art, particularly in non-representational forms, to
extend the boundaries of subjective experience beyond the constraints of
the physical world.

This analysis reveals a spectrum of philosophical perspectives on aesthetic
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that beauty has an intrinsic goal and does not seek anything beyond itself,
finding the essence of beauty in the object itself. In Newton’s view, beauty
is connected with internal observation, and all things seek their ultimate
goal within it. Therefore, Newton’s approach to beauty departs from other
values often associated with beauty by some philosophers.

In conclusion, both Aquinas and Newton have analyzed the issue of form
and meaning in artworks with thought-provoking perspectives. According
to them, an artwork’s most crucial and fundamental element is its form,
from which other artwork components emerge, with meaning inextricably
tied to the form. These two elements are central to the understanding of
artistic beauty. Aquinas and Newton, with their respective historical and
philosophical backgrounds, have examined form and meaning in artworks
from different angles. Aquinas views form as the manifestation of the thing
through which the artwork reveals itself, while Newton sees meaning as
created through the artist’s intuitive and subjective engagement with
the work. Both views provide essential insights into the philosophical
understanding of beauty in art.

Keywords: Form, Meaning, Artistic Beauty, Thomas Aquinas, Eric Newton
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not independently addressed the form and meaning of the artwork, and to
understand his views on beauty; one must examine his various works. On
the other hand, Eric Newton, a contemporary philosopher, has thoroughly
discussed meaning, form, and other aesthetic elements. Through this, one
can gain insight into his perspective, as art and beauty studies are central
to Newton’s philosophy. Newton considers art philosophy an independent
field and has provided consistent views on the topic.

2.both philosophers have addressed form and meaning in artworks according
to their specific views. Aquinas discusses beauty in terms of concepts such
as perfection, proportion (which involves harmony of objects concerning
mathematical ratios), and clarity, which are connected to the hidden meaning
in the artwork. This meaning can be expressed in mathematical language,
and the artwork is shaped based on this process, which is intertwined with
symbolic and figurative aspects. Newton also emphasizes the significance
of form in an artwork, considering it the primary principle that relates to
the surrounding world and mathematical proportions. Other elements of the
artwork derive from it. Hence, the artwork is detached from the surrounding
reality. Both thinkers regard the form of the artwork as one of the most
fundamental parts connected with the material world and its proportions,
shaping the rest of the artwork’s elements and distancing it from surrounding
objects and phenomena.

3. Both thinkers discuss the pleasure derived from the beauty of an artwork,
but they approach it differently. Aquinas views pleasure in relation to the
formal aspect of the artwork, such as proportion and order, which leads to
sensory enjoyment upon perceiving these features. In his analysis, Newton
refers to the pleasure that transcends the artwork’s appearance, which the
audience receives through an inner, intuitive experience, leading to a more
profound, spiritual form of enjoyment. Thus, the concept of pleasure differs
between the two thinkers: in Aquinas’ thought, it is associated with sensory
perception, while in Newton’s view, it culminates in spiritual and intuitive
satisfaction.

4. Both thinkers associate the concept of “perfection” with completeness
and the absence of flaws. Newton argues that a work’s meaning or content is
perfected when placed in a suitable form or structure. This process reflects
the inseparable relationship between meaning and form in a work of art. On
the other hand, Aquinas considers perfection the ultimate form of an object
or artwork. Aquinas links the ultimate end of a thing to its material and
external aspects. Thus, a distinction arises between the views of Aquinas
and Newton on “perfection” in an object or artwork.

5. Both thinkers have distinct approaches to the nature of beauty. Aquinas
considers beauty as a visible, perceptible quality, where factors such as
the utility of objects do not contribute to their beauty; he regards beauty
as something that directly pleases the senses. Newton, however, believes
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approach. The data analysis is qualitative, and the observations and theories
are described, focusing on analyzing and describing the role of form and
meaning in artistic beauty, emphasizing the views of the two thinkers,
Aquinas and Newton. In the field of aesthetics of art, studies have been
conducted by researchers, including:

Inan article by Shakibadel (2015), titled ““Artistic Beauty and Representation
of Nature” in Being and Cognition Journal, the author states that Aquinas,
influenced by the views ofhis predecessors, has sporadically discussed beauty
and art, attempting to relate transcendental beauty to perceptible beauty.
He defines beauty and its components, addressing cognitive aesthetics and
exploring the relationship between beauty, cognitive perception, and the
connection between beauty, good, and being in the world of nature.

Also, Rabiei and Pazouki (2011), in their article “The Concept of Beauty
According to Thomas Aquinas,” state that beauty, according to Aquinas, is
something that pleases the eye. This notion of seeing has become the origin
of various epistemological discussions. The authors refer to another aspect
of Aquinas’ epistemology on beauty: his discussion of superior cognitive
faculties. Aquinas holds an objectivist view of beauty, asserting that divine
beauty is absolute and that the beauty of this world is a reflection of it.
Given the aforementioned research, scholars have only addressed the general
concept of artistic beauty in Aquinas’ views. However, no research has
been conducted on the relationship between form and meaning in artworks
from the perspectives of Thomas Aquinas and Eric Newton. Therefore,
the authors believe that studying the form and meaning of the artwork can
clarify the ambiguities of the role of form and meaning in the aesthetics of
artworks, considering the conditions of the time and its impact on audience
perception, focusing on the views of the two thinkers, Aquinas (medieval)
and Newton (contemporary). This research analyzes the fundamental
aspects of artistic beauty according to the two thinkers, focusing on form
and meaning. The research seeks to understand how form and meaning,
as two fundamental principles, function in the aesthetic understanding of
artworks. Therefore, this research examines the role of form and meaning
in art aesthetics, emphasizing Aquinas’ and Newton’s views. By reviewing
and analyzing the works of these two thinkers and related studies, the role
of form and meaning in artistic beauty and the influencing factors on the
beauty of an artwork are coherently analyzed.

Given the importance of form and meaning, which both philosophers
have addressed in their research, these concepts play a pivotal role in the
aesthetics of artworks according to them. We will proceed by comparing
the views of these two thinkers on form and meaning in artistic beauty, as
highlighted below:

1. As mentioned, Thomas Aquinas and Eric Newton have distinct
approaches to form and meaning in the beauty of artworks. Aquinas has
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Extended abstract

One of the most important issues aesthetic thinkers address is the
relationship between form and meaning in works of art. Initially, this subject
refers to the separation of the beauty of an artwork from the surrounding
world. However, through detailed investigations of the aesthetic aspects of
artworks, we encounter examples that demonstrate the connection between
visual elements and forms with deep conceptual meanings. Artistic beauty,
a fundamental concept in philosophy and aesthetics, has long been the
subject of attention by some thinkers. The two essential components of an
artwork, form and meaning, are inseparable parts that play a central role
in the aesthetic experience. Thomas Aquinas, a Christian philosopher and
theologian, was one of the first thinkers to become acquainted with beauty-
related processes through his study of the works of Albert the Great and
Dionysius, addressing this issue as a philosophical problem. In light of
Christian theology, Aquinas explored the concept of beauty in art and revived
the traditional concepts of medieval aesthetics. In Aquinas’ thought, artistic
beauty is connected with the form and appearance of the artwork (which
aligns with its inner nature or meaning) and with the content (manifested in
the appearance of the artwork). Eric Newton, a contemporary philosopher,
believes that artistic beauty manifests through the coherent and structured
relationship between form and meaning, and the hidden meaning in the
artwork is perceptible intuitively. The artist creates this structure through
the elements chosen in the creation of the artwork.

Considering the study’s subject’s significance, this paper is fundamental.
After gathering information from library sources, documents, and online
databases, the authors utilized a descriptive-analytical and comparative
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is its landscape representation. Trees are depicted in several rows, along
with mountains and rivers flowing from the heart of the rocks, creating
vistas filled with nature’s beauty, gardens, and abundant vegetation. In
some works, the dominance of nature over human figures is evident, as the
eye first perceives the mountains, shrubs, and green plants, then gradually
recognizes the poses of human figures and characters. The flourishing of the
court workshops in Shiraz during this period remained strong. The presence
of painters and scribes from the Tabriz school significantly contributed to
the prosperity of painting in this era. The manuscripts produced in the court
of “Iskandar Sultan” feature a fusion of characteristics from the “Muzaftfar”
and “Al Inju” dynasties, along with hints of the “Jalayir” influence. One
of the factors reviving religious perspectives during the Timurid period,
pursued by Timur’s descendants in Shiraz, was the establishment of cultural
and religious credibility in the city. The Timurid princes achieved political
legitimacy by supporting artistic activities. They respected the religious
beliefs of the Iranians, creating the grounds for the compilation of the
anthology of poems. This anthology is preserved in the Museum of Turkish
and Islamic Art in Istanbul with the manuscript number 1950. Twelve
illustrations adorn its leaves. In the illustrations are cypress trees, pine trees
with red fruit resembling flowers, white blossom trees with red stems, palm
trees with green leaves and golden clusters of dates, and other trees with
delicate leaves. Various birds sit in an orderly fashion on the branches,
some singing. A winding river originates from the mountains and flows
into a pond after passing through the trees. The horizon of the illustrations
showcases a pleasant background, representing a bright and radiant space.
The natural landscapes, in the eyes of the painter, are intertwined with their
imagination and dreams, depicting a beautiful representation of nature that
takes the viewer to an ideal world and manifests a space that transports
them to a supernatural place—one where fresh waters flow, and melodious
birds sing on the lush branches of trees, where sweet fruits and various
delightful drinks await the faithful. All these elements are found excellently
in the promised paradise that the painter has illustrated.

Keywords: Mythology, Persian Painting, School of Shiraz, “Khunirath”
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In the landscape illustrations of this anthology, are the visual characteristics
and decorative elements derived from mythical concepts? Do these motifs
and symbolic elements merely serve a decorative purpose in the illustrations
of the anthology, or do they embody a belief in the sanctity of mythological
heritage and Islamic paradise?

Based on this, in this research, after investigating the concept of Khounirath
and the three important elements of plants, water, and mountains in
mythology and their origins, the analysis will focus on the role of these
elements in the spatial representation of the landscapes in the anthology of
poems from 801 AH. With the emergence of Zoroastrianism, Iranian myths
took on a new form, and the deities belonging to the era of cohabitation
between the peoples of Iran and India came under new characteristics aligned
with Zoroastrian beliefs. In “Khunirath”, plants, water, and mountains are
important. The sanctity of plants is rooted in the creation story of “Mashye
and Mashyane,” where they are depicted as having grown in “Khunirath”.
From the seed of Kayumars that falls to the ground, a stalk of thubarb grows
with two stems and fifteen leaves after forty years. From the uncovered
motifs on bas-reliefs, silver and gold vessels, and Sasanian plasterworks, it
can be inferred that the sanctity of trees and plant elements had a significant
place in religious beliefs and emphasized fertility and mythical birth. In
Zoroastrian mythology, due to the onslaught of the evil spirit, a severe
earthquake causes the creation of mountains, and as mountains rise from
the land of “Khunirath”, an important mountain called “Alborz”, which
connects to the heavens comes into existence. This mountain symbolizes
the ideal paradise, as its peak is the place where the deeds of people are
judged on the Day of Resurrection. In the beliefs of ancient Iranians,
water is considered the second material creation by the Creator. Water is
so significant in Iran as a purifying and life-giving element that polluting
it and introducing impurity to it is regarded as an unforgivable sin. Purity
and cleansing are attributes of the Creator’s wisdom. When the sun rises in
“Khunirath” the land created by Ahura Mazda is purified, the spring water
is purified, and the sea water is purified.

After the fall of the Ilkhanate dynasty, three historical periods emerged in
Shiraz: the “Al Inju,” “Al Muzaffar,” and “Al Timurid” dynasties, which
transformed Shiraz into the capital of Iranian literature and culture. Despite
the limited number of books from this era, several transformations occurred
in the paintings of the “Muzaffar” period, where landscapes and high
horizons replaced the crude spatial representations of the “Al Inju” period.
The paintings of the “Muzaffar” school are filled with the manifestations
of nature, showcasing lush meadows, rose gardens, and orchards where
birds nest. The most notable paintings from this school include wavy lines
and abstract decorative forms derived from nature. One of the prominent
characteristics of the Shiraz painting school during the “Muzaffar” period
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Iranian painting represents a world in which there is no manifestation of
physical quantities, and the laws of realism do not apply. The Iranian painter
did not endeavour to create a representation; instead, by using a literary
or mythological subject as a basis, they sought to reflect a glimpse of the
inner realm by depicting the manifestations of nature. The works created
this way can be seen in books and illustrated manuscripts. Among these,
the illustrated anthology of poems from the year 801 AH (Hijri) produced
in the Shiraz school during the Timurid period is a prominent example of
spatial representation in imagery based on mythology and the depiction
of natural forms in pursuit of inner manifestation. The motifs depicted in
the anthology reflect the same abstract concepts prevalent in pre-Islamic
art, often seen in plaster works, silver and gold vessels, and pottery. These
motifs, after the advent of Islam, have been harmonized with the teachings
of the pure religion of Islam and have transformed into symbols of the
promised paradise of Muslims.

In the realm of Iranian painting, Shiraz stands as one of the most important
centers for producing illustrated literary manuscripts, showcasing a painting
type that effectively illustrates the connection with pre-Islamic visual
traditions and their revival in Islamic form. While preserving their local
identity, the artists of Shiraz also drew on the experiences of previous artists
and the treasury of Iranian motifs, striving for the flourishing of Shiraz’s
painting school and adding innovations to it. Since traces of pre-Islamic
plant motifs and symbolic elements are evident in the landscape style of the
Shiraz school, it becomes essential to conduct further studies regarding the
concepts of these motifs and how they have persisted in Shiraz’s painting.
The existence of these conceptual motifs as a primary decorative element in
art and architecture before Islam and their continuation in the landscapes of
the anthology of poems from 801 AH raises several questions in this field:
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“In the love of monastery and tavern, there is no distinction;

Wherever it is, there is a ray of the Beloved’s face.” (Ghazal 63)
Additionally, through aesthetic experience, the artist unites with the world
and removes distances through their unique perception and the expressive
power of their art. This is akin to the mystic’s view, who recognizes no
duality between themselves and existence, perceiving all levels and entities
as drops in the vast ocean of unity. Hafez, feeling no separation between his
soul and the Beloved, expresses this unity across diverse realms:
“Whenever I desire to see my soul,

In my mind’s eye, | paint your beautiful visage.” (Ghazal 347)

To summarize, the aesthetic experience is a form of perception in which
an individual reaches a heightened state of openness, allowing their inner
layers to harmonize with an object of contemplation. This process fosters
empathy, presence, immersion, and enchantment, culminating in a distinct
aesthetic awareness. Such unity is realized at its highest levels in the
mystic, permeating every moment of his perceptive experience. For Hafiz,
as a mystic artist, each aesthetic experience inherently becomes spiritual,
reflecting the interplay of his dual nature and his constant attunement to the
unity embedded in the fabric of existence. Hafiz’s aesthetic experiences are,
thus, profoundly mystical, carrying the essence of spirituality and offering a
unique lens through which art, mysticism, and aesthetics converge.

Keywords: Aesthetic Experience, Hafez, Mystical Unity, Work of Art,
Islamic Mysticism
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mystic, perceiving the unity inherent in existence, both apprehends it and
becomes an integral part of it according to the breadth of their existential
capacity. Every entity in the world is exclusively contained within the
singular Beloved of existence, God, with no independent existence parallel
to or apart from Him. All realms of being reflect the divine presence, and
all particles and elements of the universe are names and lights of the One
Beloved. As Ibn Arabi states, God is present in all creations; without this
presence, no being could exist. In this highest state of immersion, the
distinction between subject and object dissolves, imbuing the entirety of
existence with an aesthetic quality, as all things reflect the Absolute Beauty.
In this framework, the perceiver, the perceived, and the act of perception,
along with imagination, sensation, and intuition, are facets of the unified
truth of existence and possess no independent identity.

The Harmony and Synergy of Mystical and Artistic Approaches in Refining
Hafez’s Aesthetic Experience are Remarkable. The deeper art penetrates
an individual’s soul, the greater their latent understanding of the world—
indeed, the more mystically attuned they become. In Hafez, this potential
reaches its fullest realization.

In elucidating the three domains of alignment between mystical unity and the
unity present in aesthetic experience, the studies reveal that artists possess a
more profound and expansive sensory perception compared to others. They
perceive the world with greater awareness and vitality, being, as it were,
more ‘literate’ in their senses. Similarly, the mystic holds a transcendent
understanding of phenomena, reaching beyond the sensory realm to attain
higher spiritual insights. Hafez writes:

“The musk of your black tresses in Paradise’s meadow,

What is it? the peacock in the garden of bliss compared to this?”” (Ghazal
36)

Here, he demonstrates a perception that transcends the tangible, perceiving
within a strand of black hair the spectrum of colours and, beyond it, the
essence of the peacock in Paradise—an image tied to multiple mystical and
symbolic dimensions.

Furthermore, Aestheticians see artists as possessing a profound emotional
and affectionate attachment to existence, transforming their perception
of ordinary phenomena and enabling them to perceive ordinary things
with extraordinary depth. For mystics, the components of the world are
multifaceted manifestations of a singular, eternal, and beloved truth that
shines through every corner of existence. Consequently, their gaze upon
the world is imbued with love. William James asserts that religious belief
transforms the perception of the world into a personal “Thou,” establishing
a deep affinity with the world. Similarly, Ibn Arabi views all earthly love
and beauty as reflections of divine love and beauty. Thus, Hafez perceives
the light of the Beloved’s face everywhere:
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alignment with the concept of unity articulated in Islamic mysticism, a unity
that is in the essence of the world, and his aesthetic worldview.

Hafiz’s aesthetic experience can thus be interpreted as spiritual, rooted in
complete harmony with the ultimate truth at various levels. His radiant
persona represents a unique confluence of artistic and mystical dimensions.
Hafiz perceives the world as an array of delightful phenomena manifesting
the singular divine presence. This perspective transforms his poetry into
an elevated form of mystical unity that seamlessly intertwines with his
artistic aesthetic experience. Many of Hafiz’s timeless verses exemplify
this integration of mysticism and art, demonstrating the exceptional nature
of his aesthetic experience.

The concept of unity plays a fundamental role in various interpretations of
aesthetic experience. Where such experiences are discussed, the harmony of
internal faculties or the convergence of perceptions is emphasized, alongside
the unified apprehension of external elements. In its most profound form,
this unity manifests as a cognitive engagement between subject and object
to the extent that the perceiver feels a dissolution of barriers and distances,
culminating in a sense of oneness—a phenomenon also central to spiritual
experiences within the mystical realm. This research examines this parallel.
St. Augustine describes beauty as thythm, with aesthetic experience emerging
from the harmony of memory, perception, and mind with beauty. Plotinus
posits that human perception assimilates the external object, aligning it with
the inner self to grasp its beauty. Similarly, Hutcheson holds that the sense
of beauty arises when the internal sense encounters the beauty-constituting
qualities within objects. Kant also highlights the faculty of imagination,
which synthesizes multiplicity, and the understanding, which provides
conceptual unity, asserting that the free interplay of these faculties results
in what is called aesthetic experience.

Existential aesthetics, exemplified by Sartre, further highlights that the
artist projects the unity of the mind onto the multiplicity of things, deriving
pleasure from this revelation in their creative encounter with the world.
Sartre suggests that the highest level of aesthetic experience involves
an existential immersion of the artist in their subject, with the artwork
representing the culmination of this profound interaction. Moritz Geiger
similarly associates aesthetic delight with the richness and vitality that
emerge from the depths of human experience during engagement with the
object. When this richness is influenced by the profound spirituality of
a mystic’s inner world, its manifestation takes on a distinct significance.
Michael Dufrenne synthesizes the aesthetic views of Sartre, Merleau-
Ponty, Husserl, and others, suggesting that imagination, disciplined by
understanding, expands and animates the presence of the perceived, thus
generating aesthetic experience.

Unity is also foundational to mystical ontology and epistemology. The
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Extended abstract

The aesthetic experience, along with its nature and dimensions, is one of
the primary concerns of scholars in the philosophy of art and aesthetics in
contemporary discourse. In this field, the focal point of most explorations
revolves around the artist and artistic creation as the medium through which
the aesthetic experience manifests.

The primary question of this research concerns the unique aesthetic
experience that emerges in the works of Hafiz, the celebrated Persian
poet. As one of the unparalleled figures of Persian art and poetry, Hafiz is
regarded by many as “the tongue of the unseen” (Lesan al-Ghayb) and a
bearer of divine revelations. This research considers the study of Hafiz’s
aesthetic experience highly significant, particularly In an era where the
spiritual dimensions of art have gained renewed significance; the aesthetic
framework of Hafiz’s works holds profound research value, shedding light
on the role of mysticism and spirituality in elevating the aesthetic vision
of artists. The central question of this study is: What are the dimensions of
Hafiz’s aesthetic experience, given his mystical perception, and how can it
be explained? The aforementioned issue has been examined through library-
based resources, employing a descriptive-analytical method grounded in
the views of experts in aesthetics, literature, and mysticism. The findings
suggest three critical elements characterize the aesthetic experience: the
breadth and depth of perception, a passionate presence in the world, and
nearness to existence and its levels. These three elements exhibit profound
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In this process, the levels of an artistic creation are directly linked to the
artist’s elevated perceptions, which are expressed symbolically within
the work. The deciphering of these symbols depends on the perceptual
capacities of the audience. This dynamic appears to be present across all
forms of Iranian art, including calligraphy, literature, music, miniature
painting, architecture, and more. Thus, traditional arts act as vessels for
mystical wisdom, and the artist’s level of understanding determines their
expression of this wisdom. For instance, the ghazals of Masnavi Ma’navi
exemplify this manifestation of mystical insight within the realm of
literature. Based on their degree of perception and the refinement of their
soul (Nafs), the artist seeks to comprehend the Divine Names. These Names
are drawn from the higher realm (Alam al-Ghayb or the greater world, Alam
al-Akbar) and encoded as symbols into the lower realm (Alam al-Asghar
or the world of sensory experience). This act of translating the Names into
the perceptible realm, symbolically referred to as bringing them “from the
Throne (Arsh) to the carpet (Farsh),” is known in mystical literature as the
arc of descent (Qaws al-Nuzul). Subsequently, the audience engages in the
process of decoding the artistic work according to their level of perception
and the refinement of their soul. This process of discovery varies with each
individual, allowing the audience to comprehend the work at the level of
insight with which the artist originally created it.

Keywords: William Chittick, Mystical Wisdom, Divine names, Process of
Creating, Mysticism
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the transformation of philosophical thought into artistic manifestations. In
this research, all sections that draw upon William Chittick’s commentaries
are approached using the method of transmitted knowledge. However, to
examine the manifestation of artistic works derived from Islamic philosophy,
the method of rational knowledge is applied in the concluding section.
Every worldview and philosophy of life is fundamentally rooted in belief
and perspective. A school of thought’s interpretation and conceptual
framework regarding the universe and existence from its intellectual
foundation. This foundation is commonly referred to as a “worldview.”
A worldview is the result of human contemplation on three fundamental
topics: God, existence, and humanity, encompassing the three primary
domains of theology, cosmology, and anthropology (These three, from an
Islamic perspective, are Tawhid (monotheism), Nubuwwah (prophethood),
and Ma’ad (resurrection)). Therefore, it is essential to analyze and examine
William Chittick’s worldview and related topics, such as ontology,
epistemology and methodology, which complement these subjects. Such
an analysis allows a deeper understanding of the connections between these
concepts and their manifestations in art and architecture.

The concept of “love” holds a fundamental place in William Chittick’s
understanding of Islamic spirituality. According to him, love is God’s eternal
essence, unchanging and transcendent. Beyond the constraints of time and
the existence of any other realm, God is both the lover and the beloved, as
there is nothing other than Him to be loved. Humanity, in its act of creation,
must emulate God by recognizing and manifesting the Divine Names in its
creations. Thus, the beauty that humans create should serve as a reminder
of the Divine Names and Attributes. An artwork is deemed beautiful to the
extent that it reflects and embodies these Names. The artist’s expression
becomes a reflection of God; their existence, actions, and outcomes are
attributed to the Divine. For a Muslim artist, every act and its product are
seen as steps toward aligning their soul, the souls of their audience, and
their creations with the attributes of God.

Thus, “Islamic artis the art of dhikr (remembrance or the constant recollection
of Allah’s eternal presence in the mind).” Its purpose is to remind humanity
of its inherent nature, inclinations, and primordial knowledge, which are
tasks that the Qur’an undertakes in all its verses. The first condition for
achieving this lies in the artist’s belief: they must regard their craft as a
path of spiritual journey (Suluk). Another essential condition is that the
artist perceives their act of creation as a form of remembrance (Tadhakkur),
bringing forth eternal and spiritual forms. Ultimately, the creation or product
of'a Muslim artist reflects their worldview. With an awareness of the Divine
Names and Attributes of the One Creator, the artist deciphers and manifests
these attributes in their work. Thus, human creation can profoundly express
the principles and foundations of wisdom (Hikmah) and mysticism (Irfan).
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Extended abstract

One of the most fundamental questions in art studies, which holds
significant importance, is the inquiry into the concept of beauty and its
essential elements. This question serves as a bridge connecting “art and
architecture” with “wisdom and philosophy.” Since various schools of
thought possess their intellectual frameworks regarding aesthetics, this
research seeks to revisit the foundations of mystical aesthetics (one of the
most profound principles of wisdom). However, referring to original texts
of mystical philosophy may seem complex and challenging for readers
who are not specialists in philosophy. Therefore, it is more accessible to
consult the works of commentators on the writings of great mystics, who
elucidate intricate concepts for broader audiences through their detailed
interpretations. One of the most prominent commentators on mystical
wisdom is William Chittick, a contemporary philosopher and Islamic
scholar who has authored on mystical philosophy and its foundations
extensively. In Consequence an examination of this subject through the
works of distinguished commentators such as William Chittick, alongside
references to other aesthetic theories in the fields of art and architecture
grounded in mystical wisdom, is essential for advancing this inquiry.

This research falls under the category of qualitative studies and Adopts
a descriptive-analytical methodology combined with library-based
research to collect data. It is grounded in the dual methods of rational and
transmitted knowledge, as articulated by William Chittick. Additionally,
the study utilizes the fourfold analytical method of cognition to explore
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Ehsan Naraghi, is discussed in the following sections. This book includes
a mystical analysis and investigation of several old texts, including the
fotovat-nameh by Chitsazi and Omar Sohrvardi, which has two editions. At
the beginning of the book, in an analytical introduction, Corbin describes the
chivalrous people as spiritual knights with Shiite beliefs who participated in
the great Jihad. Corbin viewed the chivalrous people’s religious practices
and beliefs as an attempt at mysticism. In addition, he contrasted texts
promoting chivalry with the European Pre-Renaissance period’s chivalric
teachings.

In addition, Ravan Jou, in his paper ‘Adaab al-Mashgha as Fotovat-nameh
of calligraphers,’ introduced educational texts known as the manner or
etiquette in Iranian culture. Adaab al-Mashgha and Fotovat-nameh also
considered such texts. The popular texts known as ‘fotovat-namehs’ were
created by chivalrous people from different market guilds for their profession.
These texts emphasize educational and practical points in the direction of
the traditional culture of spreading and expanding market professions,
in addition to professional training, honouring the work, sanctifying the
profession, praising good qualities, and emphasizing these points. The guild
elders select the apprentices to conceal and keep the profession secret in
Fotovat-namehs and rituals. Adab al-Mashq is a fotovat-nameh written for
calligraphers because of the same characteristics.

Keywords: Fatovat-nameh, The order of chivalry, Traditional art education,
Master-apprenticeship education system, Akhavan al-Safa
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embodiment of chivalry and the transfer of martial chivalry to mysticism.
However, a believer engaged in a profession becomes a good example.
Thus, the profession of a person who joins Fotovat, whatever profession it
is, should become a kind of service of chivalry.

Fotovat-namehs are moral instructions derived from a unique written or
oral practice passed down from generation to generation. They contain
anecdotes, hadiths, advice, moral sermons, and the alphabet of professions.
Besides, various trade tools and their functions, such as the belting ritual
and the Halva-cooking ceremony, can be classified as part of this tradition.
The goal of fotovat is to move the main light of nature from its potential to
its actual state.

The relationship and continuity between fotovat guilds and professions
throughout history, especially during particular historical periods, has been
assessed in this study. Trade guilds and professions have thus replaced or
merged with craft guilds. Regarding the foundation of guilds and professions
on comradery and consensus, Ikhwan al-Safa also stated, “So be aware that
every craft has its people, and every person of knowledge and craft has
principles, the principles of which agree with each other, but the branches
of which are different.

In traditional training, the discussion of competence, which is very important
in selecting apprentices for the workmaster, is considered a secret of the
profession. Thus, it is necessary to consider the conditions for accepting
trust and the reasons for justifying the secrecy of the professions.

A study of the relationship between master and apprentice in teaching the
arts and crafts with an emphasis on the traditional system was presented
by Seifi et al. in the context of examining master-apprentice etiquette and
art training. The paper examined the ethical manners and the relationship
between master and apprentices as well as their position in vocational
education. They concluded that by looking at ancient texts, it was possible
to determine that Iranian traditional art owes a significant portion of its
success to the quality of the conventional relationship between master and
apprentices, which was founded on respect for the admired ethics derived
from the culture of leader and disciple (Morad and Morid).

In their book ‘Fourteen Treatises on Fotovat Guilds,” Afshari and Madaeni
conducted an analytical introduction and a historical look at the Fotovat-
nameh. They examined the trades of the traditional bazaar orders such as
apparitor, bakers, watermen and bathers, felters, barbers, slaughterers, and
butchers, on the twelve questions of stones and razors, on the guidance of
the pastor, and so on. In this introduction, they have focused on the historical
description and analysis of the conditions of writing Fotovat-nameh and
how to deal with Iranian society’s social and political backgrounds. This
book contains the text of 14 treatises on chivalrous people and artisans.
The book ‘Rite of Chivalry,” written by Henry Corbin and translated by
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Extended abstract

It is largely unknown how traditional master and apprentice training became
an effective strategy for the growth and prosperity of trades and professions.
Evidence and proof that traditional training is typical among craftspeople
and artists date back to times before the advent of Islam. The purpose of
the present study is to determine that in the ritual of chivalry how, a master
runs the workshop and instructs the apprentice regarding his preferences,
creating an environment that fosters the growth and development of the
apprentice as well as young children and encouraging them to pursue
technical education and careers. Additionally, when skilled work masters
came up with a notable profession gained among the apprentices, it resulted
in the prosperity and advancement of the desired branch. In fotovat-nameh,
elders and work masters urged their apprentices to become familiar with
the fundamental ideas of their line of work and the techniques’ guiding
principles and rules. Fotovat-nameh established a link between the
profession, common moral values, and religious concepts, confirmed this
connection, and provided a roadmap for aspiring masters. The eagerness of
the newcomers to learn various classes in the writings of Ikhwan al-Safa
is thought to be the philosophical, logical, and intellectual foundation of
fotovat-nameh.

There are hints that the fotovat and chivalry rituals have a pre-Islamic
Iranian history. The term ‘ritual of chivalry and fotovat’ originally referred
to the ceremonies and rituals in which young people would engage to
make a covenant of friendship and sympathy before embarking on the path
of bravery and chivalry. The young people made a pact to consistently
support and stand by one another to aid the oppressed, demonstrate loyalty,
trustworthiness, and sacrifice, show hospitality, and practice martial arts
in designated locations. The ritual of chivalry is described in Chitsazan’s
Fotovat-nameh as follows: A chivalry is someone who is the perfect
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contemporary context.

Thisstudyunderscores that“Narrative of Conquest”isaunique amalgamation
of art and Quranic teachings. Employing the Quran’s expressive structure, it
portrays the ideal individuals envisioned in Surah Lugman and introduces a
novel approach to meaning-making for future generations. The significance
of “Narrative of Conquest” lies in its fidelity to Quranic themes and its
adept use of modern artistic tools to leave a lasting impact on the minds and
hearts of its audience.

In conclusion, “Narrative of Conquest,” rooted in Martyr Avini’s vision,
stands as one of the foremost artistic achievements of the Islamic Revolution.
It establishes a profound link between art and Quranic wisdom and offers
an invaluable model for Muslim artists. Through its multidimensional
representation of truth, wisdom, and human resilience, it remains a timeless
testament to the power of art in conveying divine messages.

Keywords: Wisdom, Conquest Narrative, Representation, Cognitive
Analysis
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traditional Islamic teachings and new generations. Furthermore, it
demonstrates how art can communicate universal human and ethical values
in a compelling and accessible manner.

Another key aspect of this research is the comparative analysis between
the themes of wisdom in Surah Lugman and their representation in Avini’s
documentaries. This comparison helps better understand the connection
between Quranic teachings and artistic methods, showcasing how modern
artistic formats can articulate profound religious values. It also underscores
the importance of linking art and religion, offering a model for Muslim
artists to draw inspiration from Quranic teachings in creating their works.
The findings reveal that “Narrative of Conquest” employs precise indicators
to represent wisdom thematically. This representation is achieved by
aligning technical elements with human cognitive and perceptual features
and integrating authentic events with artistic expression, reflecting a
profound connection between art and Quranic wisdom.

Cognitive analysis of the documentaries highlights Martyr Avini’s
unparalleled ability to align Quranic themes with the Quran’s expressive
structure. According to Avini, the key to impactful artistic expression is the
complete integration of truth with the artist’s perceptual structure and the
inseparability of form and content. Avini believed that art should reflect
truth, a principle he applied consistently in all his works, particularly in
Narrative of Conquest.

One of the remarkable aspects of “Narrative of Conquest” is incorporating
key themes from Surah Lugman, such as being benevolent, grateful,
faithful, prayerful, and resilient. These themes are vividly depicted within
the Sacred Defence context through the warriors’ behaviours and dialogues.
By leveraging artistic tools such as lighting, music, editing, and narration,
Avini conveyed complex philosophical concepts in a manner accessible to
a broad audience. He asserted that the fusion of form and content is the
essence of Islamic art.

This documentary series also effectively portrays themes like fulfilling
divine promises, following righteous leaders, and integrating faith with
righteous deeds. Avini emphasized honesty in representation, avoiding
artificiality, and linking the profound truths of the Sacred Defense with
the Quranic principles of wisdom. His artistic approach allowed viewers
a unique and transformative experience, showcasing the depth of Quranic
values in real-life contexts.

From a cognitive perspective, “Narrative of Conquest” accurately portrays
the concepts of wisdom and demonstrates how modern artistic tools can
convey profound Quranic messages. This documentary series stands as
a successful example of harmonizing religious truths with the cognitive
structure of the audience. Furthermore, Avini’s innovative narrative
techniques set a significant precedent for presenting Quranic wisdom in a
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Muslim artists have long been concerned about recreating Quranic themes in
their works. This challenge has become more pronounced in the modern era
with the emergence of modern arts such as cinema. Expressing the sublime
themes of wisdom and portraying them within the limited framework of
imagery has been a complex issue. Martyr Seyyed Morteza Avini, through
his deeply Islamic upbringing, attempted to demonstrate the realization of
Quranic transcendent themes in two layers: the first to the warriors and the
second to the general audience of his documentaries.

This research aims to elucidate the components of wisdom as a central
theme in Surah Lugman and to analyze its representation in the first series
of “Narrative of Conquest” documentaries. The data were analyzed using
qualitative content analysis and cognitive methods through Max QDA
software. This method enabled a systematic and detailed exploration of the
connections between the Quranic expressions of wisdom and their artistic
representation in Avini’s works.

Qualitative content analysis was a scientific tool for uncovering hidden
meanings and messages within texts and visuals. Cognitive analysis
examined how these works affect human thought and emotions by
focusing on audience perception and cognition. Max QDA software
allowed researchers to meticulously analyze the relationship between
the components of wisdom in Surah Lugman and their depiction in the
“Narrative of Conquest” documentaries.

This study is significant because it pioneers exploring Quranic themes within
the framework of modern cinematic art. It highlights how contemporary
artistic tools can effectively convey profound religious concepts, bridging
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world as just a stage, a passage preparing one for a higher realm and the
beginning of true life. Therefore, emphasizing realism is deemed futile,
offering no more than an illusory value;

2. Utilizing symbols and signs to guide the audience (spectators, members
of the gathering) toward a concept so vast that it goes beyond depiction.
Ritual art, by its very nature, is celestial and heavenly;

3. The performance of Ta’ziyeh as a ritual is regarded as a form of worship,
its enactment causing tears from the believers and humiliation for evil,
which gives it a sacred purpose. Ta’ziyeh thus becomes one of the methods
of combating Satan, or the ritual of the battle against Ahriman, giving it a
highly esteemed position;

4. Conciseness and simplification of details in stage design, costumes, and
the use of prominent symbols, even when a realistic depiction of particular
objects might be necessary;

5. Creation of a sacred atmosphere around the performance.

6. The effort to organize a grand, beautiful, and magnificent gathering due
to the sacredness of Ta’ziyeh’s performance;

7. Adherence to agreements about the placement of props, actors, stage
design, and costumes, also present in other rituals and traditional ceremonies;
8. Emergence of a sanctity aura around specific props and the figures of the
saints;

9. Symbolic use of colours;

10. Staging and imagery through words, where the words are articulated in
time and not in space, are free from decay and corruption;

11. The importance of the audience: The audience is one of the fundamental
pillars of a Ta’ziyeh performance, a point tied to the ritualistic roots of the
ceremony and its role as a devotional ceremony.

Keywords: Ta’ziyeh, Traditional art, Holy art, Holy performance, Titus
Burckhardt
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According to Dr. Hossein Nasr, who bases his perspective on the skepticism
of some traditional Shiite scholars toward this performance, the arts
associated with Ta’ziyeh, Roozeh Khani (lamentation), and Sineh Zani
(chest-beating) related to the tragedy of Karbala and its events are forms of
popular culture. He argues that, while these forms have undoubtedly always
conveyed the most profound religious meanings, they should be regarded
as traditional arts inclined toward holy art rather than purely holy art. This
doubt was the primary motivation for writing the present article, which
explores the origins and identity of this traditional Iranian performance
from the perspective of traditionalists and

This research recognizes the importance of understanding Iran’s dramatic
heritage. It draws on the perspectives of traditionalists, notably Titus
Burckhardt and other theorists in the field. It addresses the question: Can
Ta’ziyeh (Shabihkhani) be considered a holy art and a holy performance? If
so, why, and if not, why?

In discussing sacred art, a key concept in this study is that traditionalists
view it as a subset of ritual arts within traditional art. This term refers to a
category of works that, besides their inseparable connection between form
and content with mythological or religious beliefs and cosmology, also
serve ritualistic and ceremonial purposes.

These theorists further argue that sacred art originates from a celestial
source, with its rules and forms reflecting a transcendent reality. Holy art
relies heavily on signs, particularly symbols, just as all phenomena across
the universe serve as symbols and signs meant to guide humans toward the
transcendent origin of their existence.

Ta’ziyeh (Shabihkhani) is Iran’s most distinctive religious performance
and is unique in the Islamic world. It is rooted in the rituals and mourning
ceremonies of Shiites to commemorate the martyrs of the Ashura epic, and
it incorporates many of the features mentioned above associated with holy
art.

This article is based on this through a descriptive-analytical approach
and examines various aspects of Ta’ziyeh performances. The study has
concluded that, at least in its entirely ritualistic and commemorative
gatherings, Ta’ziyeh can be considered holy art and holy performance. As
a traditional performance, it connects with eternal truth, serves a ritualistic
function, and mediates between the participants (audience and performers)
and the eternal truth. Ta’ziyeh manifests religious and mythological beliefs
by embodying the defining traits of holy and traditional art.

The theatrical techniques and staging in Ta’ziyeh are rooted in these very
beliefs, employing several key strategies, which can be summarized as
follows:

1. Avoidance of realism in all elements and components of the performance,
which has roots in Iranian wisdom. This philosophy sees human life in this
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Ta’ziyeh (Shabihkhani) is a ritualistic, traditional, narrative, poetic, and
musical performance that originated from the mourning rituals of Iranian
Shiites for their third Imam. Centred around the events of Ashura, this form
of theatre relies on symbols, signs, and fixed conventions in its text and
performance.

The central theme of Ta’ziyeh (Shabihkhani) in its texts and performances
is the confrontation between two forces: good and evil, virtue and vice,
light and darkness. Thus, Ta’ziyeh, as a religious and ritual art, possesses
the fixed narrative structure characteristic of traditional religious and ritual
arts—a combination visible in all religions and forms of religious art. In
Ta’ziyeh, this confrontation is portrayed as a clash between the righteous
(Auliya) and the wicked (Ashqiya), an archetypal pattern reminiscent of the
cosmic battle between Ahura and Ahriman in ancient Iranian cosmology.
Moreover, the intellectual motivation behind the creation of Ta’ziyeh can
be traced to the development and expansion of Shi’a Islam as one of the
branches of the Islamic faith. Additionally, it should be noted that in the
East, alongside the system of political power, there has always existed
an ancient system of popular power, which is the primary reason for the
persistence of civilizations and cultural production. In the Islamic world,
Shi’a was the only sect that rejected political governance and emphasized
that the rightful leader embodies truth.

Thus, in Ta’ziyeh, religious beliefs intertwine with social realities, making
it one of the rarest forms of art. It is a performance where aesthetic values
are perfectly aligned with its social and philosophical insights, attracting
the attention of many researchers and Western Orientalists alike.

Due to these characteristics, mainly its ritualistic function, some scholars
have classified it as a “holy performance,” while others have questioned
this designation.
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that has openly stood against the modern world for more than forty years,
seeking to follow reason and the true Sharia, and has raised the banner of
“monotheism,” “realism,” and “the world for the hereafter.” All Iranians,
especially the youth who are committed to the true happiness of themselves
and others, are trying to continue this path in the best possible way, and one
of the most important things they must pursue is the connection of science
and art with Hikma. The path of human individual and social movement
should be mapped out and constructed so that all types of intellect are
cultivated in the best possible way. The beauties of Hikma are revealed and
manifested in individuals and society to such an extent that the ugliness
of the Basics of the modern world, which are humanism, subjectivism,
and secularism, is not hidden from anyone. What has the most significant
impact and necessity on this path is Hikmi governance and the attainment
of Hikmi science and art.

Keywords: Art, Hikma, Hikmi Art, Beauty, Hikmi Governance,
Revolutionary System, Second Step of the Revolution
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intellect and moves on his human and divine growth path. The acceptance
of humanism, subjectivism, and secularism accompanied the modern
period. It is clear that “humanism” in the sense of human-centeredness,
“subjectivism” in the sense of the originality of the mind, and “secularism”
in the sense of the originality of the world, are respectively opposed to
“God-centeredness,” “realism,” and “the world for the hereafter.” Since
God-centeredness, realism, and the world for the hereafter are matters
approved and emphasized by Hikma, modern science and art, which have
spread rapidly throughout the world, can be considered unwise science and
art, the harmful effects of which we can see in the present era. Clearly,
the modern world, which has not even been able to fulfill human desires
in material worldly life, will not be able to lead humans to their inner and
ultimate perfections. The Islamic Revolution of Iran was one of the most
important and influential events that stood against the unwise tendencies of
the modern world and invited people to Hikma and true happiness in this
world and the hereafter. It has gone through forty years with various ups
and downs and is now taking its second step. In this article, we attempt to
show that the role that Hikmi art and Hakim artists play in taking this step
is vital and unique.

We have examined several topics in this article: Art and beauty; Beauty
is a type of perception and feeling; Examining beauty at different levels
of human existence; The true beauty of man is his resemblance to God
Almighty; The role of art in inviting people and why and how art affects
people; Examining the word “Hikma” in the Quran and stating four points
about it, one of which is that wisdom is a type of knowledge; How wisdom
is connected to science and art; The position of the Islamic Revolution of
Iran in the present world and the emphasis placed on the issue of science
in the Statement of the second step of the revolution; Discussion on the art
of the Islamic Revolution and clarification of the point that Hikmi art will
be created when the content of the arts is derived from the universal and
innate slogans of the Islamic Revolution, that is, derived from Hikma; In
other words, artists who are concerned with the human and divine growth
of themselves and others pursue Hikma and Hikmi art, and the art of the
Islamic Revolution is one of the examples of that Hikmi art.

This article explores beauty as both a feeling and a perception, highlighting
its unique manifestations at all levels of human experience. Since most
people are not people of rational and philosophical reasoning and argument,
they are most influenced by imaginative and artistic statements and actions.
Since the modern world, by accepting humanism, subjectivism, and
secularism, took an unwise path, with the power it gained from science,
it was able to employ art and artists in the service of its unwise desires
and place most people under the influence of the modern world and
secular rationality. The Islamic Republic of Iran is the only government
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Extended abstract

Beauty is sometimes a feeling and sometimes a perception of pleasure and
inner satisfaction that naturally emerges and manifests itself at every level
of human existence. The beauty of a person depends on the proportion of
his similarity and closeness to the Almighty God, achieved through Hikma,
that is, by cultivating the intellect through sound knowledge and righteous
action and by making the intellect dominate over illusion, imagination, and
the body. The result is the enjoyment of health at the body level, beauty
and art at the level of imagination, moral virtues at the level of fancy, and
finding a way to the inner world at the level of intellect and beyond. The
connection of Hikma with science and art means that the scientist and artist
base their knowledge, insight, motivation, tendency, character, method, and
action on Hikma. The revolutionary system theory, proposed in the “Second
Phase of the Revolution” Statement, has three pillars of self-development,
socialization, and civilization; it will be based on the universal and innate
slogans of the Islamic Revolution, driven by Hikma. Considering the
general public’s susceptibility to imaginary matters, the Hikmi art has
unparalleled importance and role in directing the people of society towards
the three aforementioned pillars. To achieve this, the necessity of creating
Hikmi governance becomes increasingly apparent.

The connection between Hikma and art is one of the concerns that thinkers
and artists have always thought about and presented opinions and theories.
Of course, to form a governance in the field of art, in addition to wisdom,
attention must also be paid to the three areas of knowledge, industry, and
livelihood of art. In other words, art is related to the four elements, and what
is considered in this article is how to achieve Hikmi art, which is associated
with Hikma. The link between art and the other three areas will be established
if this significant event occurs. A Hakim person has cultivated all types of
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themselves and the lower classes, thus perpetuating class distinctions
between generations. Emphasizing the existence of different cultural fields
in society, Bourdieu considers the artistic tastes of the owners of these fields
to be different. From his point of view, the working class pays attention to
choosing ordinary subjects such as the sunset view and such things when
choosing paintings. However, the high cultural classes avoid emotionalism
about contractual issues and choose challenging issues such as car accidents.
In other words, from the point of view of this prominent French sociologist,
people's knowledge about art is directly related to their taste and social
class, precisely what Aristotle mentioned 2300 years ago. In the text of the
article, we will express Aristotle's point of view precisely so that it is clear
what the philosophical foundation of Bourdieu's theory is and how it has a
home in Aristotle's opinion. This article explains the philosophical roots of
Bourdieu's distinction theory by using the analytical-interpretive method to
show how philosophical reflections can play a role in sociological ideas and
how sociology, by distancing himself from mere sociology, Philosopher
presents a more comprehensive and complete analysis of social concepts.

Keywords: Sociology of Art, Pierre Bourdieu, Aristotle, Theory of
Distinction, Philosophy
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and class relations.

In sociology, cultural capital comprises the social assets of a person
(education, intellect, style of speech, style of dress, social capital, etc.) that
promote social mobility in a stratified society. Cultural capital functions as
a social relation within an economy of practices (i.e., a system of exchange)
and includes the accumulated cultural knowledge that confers social status
and power; thus, cultural capital comprises the material and symbolic goods,
without distinction, that society considers rare and worth seeking. There are
three types of cultural capital: (i) embodied capital, (ii) objectified capital,
and (ii1) institutionalized capital.

Pierre Bourdieu and Jean-Claude Passer coined and defined cultural
capital in the essay “Cultural Reproduction and Social Reproduction”
(1977). Bourdieu then developed the concept in the essay “The Forms of
Capital” (1985). In the book The State Nobility: Elite Schools in the Field
of Power (1996), Bourdieu explains that a person’s education (knowledge
and intellectual skills) provides social mobility in achieving a higher social
status. Of course, what is important for Bourdieu is symbolic cultural
capital.

Distinction proposes that people with much cultural capital — education
and intellect, style of speech and style of dress, etc. — participate in
determining what distinct aesthetic values constitute good taste within
their society. Circumstantially, people with less cultural capital accept as
natural and legitimate that ruling-class definition of taste, the consequent
distinctions between high culture and low culture, and their restrictions
upon the social conversion of the types of economic capital, social capital,
and cultural capital.

All these concepts can create a new perspective on social classes and
tastes. The concept that Bourdieu expressed under distinction arose from
these issues. The book we mentioned (Distinction, A Social Critique of
the Judgments of Taste) proposes that people with much cultural capital
— education and intellect, style of speech and dress, etc. — participate
in determining what distinct aesthetic values constitute good taste within
their society. Circumstantially, people with less cultural capital accept as
natural and legitimate that ruling-class definition of taste, the consequent
distinctions between high culture and low culture, and their restrictions
upon the social conversion of the types of economic capital, social capital,
and cultural capital.

This prominent French sociologist, whose works received much attention
worldwide, believes that social groups differ from each other in terms of
economic capital in terms of cultural capital; they are also different. He
considers this cultural capital to be knowledge about art, sublime culture,
education, abundant knowledge, and scholarly words. By highlighting this
distinction, cultural capitalists try to draw an invisible border between
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Pierre Bourdieu (August 1930 — 23 January 2002) was a French sociologist
and public intellectual. Bourdieu’s contributions to the sociology of
education, the theory of sociology, and the sociology of aesthetics have
greatly influenced several related academic fields (e.g., anthropology, media
and cultural studies, education, popular culture, and the arts). During his
academic career, he was primarily associated with the School for Advanced
Studies in the Social Sciences in Paris and the College de France. Bourdieu’s
work explored societal power dynamics, focusing on the subtle mechanisms
through which power is transferred, and social order is maintained across
generations. In conscious opposition to the idealist tradition of much Western
philosophy, his work often emphasized the corporeal nature of social life. It
stressed the role of practice and embodiment in social dynamics.

The book Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgements of Taste contains
three basic concepts considered the most fundamental of her theory of
Distinction. These three concepts are habitus, field, and capital, especially
cultural capital.

In sociology, habitus is how people perceive and respond to the social world
they inhabit through their personal habits, skills, and character disposition.
People with a common cultural background (social class, religion,
nationality, ethnic group, education, and profession) share a habitus as the
way that group culture and personal history shape the mind of a person;
consequently, the habitus of a person influences and shapes the social
actions of the person.

According to Bourdieu, a field is where agents and their social positions
are located. The position of each particular agent in the field results from
interaction between the specific rules of the field, the agent’s habitus, and
the agent’s capital (social, economic, and cultural). Fields interact with each
other and are hierarchical: most are subordinate to the larger field of power
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