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1. Theory Development.

2. Systematic Abstract Theory Develop-
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7. Case Study.
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5. Artistic Discourse Analysis.
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8. Purposive Sampling.
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11. Data Triangulation.
12. Negative Case Analysis.
13. Peer Review.
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THE OUTLOOK ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

To every out-door hobby, to every delight of nature,
to the very Spirit of Spring itself, there is an added
charm for those who

KODAK

KODAKS, $5.00 t0 $100.00.

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY,
g ROCHESTER, N. ..
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Theory. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company.
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8. 1 was a virgin sister in the world; And if thy mind doth contemplate me well, The being more fair will not conceal me from thee But
thou shalt ecognize I am Piccarda, Who, stationed here among these other blessed, Myself am blessed in the slowest sphere. (dante;

The Divine Comedy. Translated : henry Wadsworth)

9. Brother, our will is quieted by virtue Of charity, that makes us wish alone For what we have, nor gives us thirst for more. If to be more
exalted we aspired, Discordant would our aspirations be Unto the will of Him who here secludes us; Which thou shalt see finds no
place in these circles, If being in charity is needful here, And if thou lookest well into its nature; Nay, ’tis essential to this blest exis-
tence To keep itself within the will divine. (Translated : henry Wadsworth)
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11. Thou son of grace, this jocund life,” began he, “Will not be known to thee by keeping ever Thine eyes below here on the lowest place;
But mark the circles to the most remote, Until thou shalt behold enthroned the Queen To whom this realm is subject and devoted.”

(Translated : henry Wadsworth)

12. I saw there at their sports and at their songs A beauty smiling, which the gladness was Within the eyes of all the other saints. (Trans-

lated : henry Wadsworth)
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symbolism serves a crucial semantic function in representing abstract
concepts. Islamic mysticism perceives the universe as imbued with
concealed meanings, accessible only through inner vision. Such ineffable
experiences can only be conveyed through metaphor and symbolic imagery.
In this view, a symbol renders the intangible perceptible. Sufis regard the
material world as a shadow of the spiritual realm. While the Absolute
cannot be visualized, the artist, through allegorical and symbolic imagery,
leads the viewer beyond the tangible toward metaphysical reality. Symbols
thus serve as vessels for eternal truths and gateways to the inner world.
Essentially, the artist behind this piece has sought to embody the obstacles
along the spiritual path through metaphorical forms rooted in ancient
Iranian mythological narratives. Within the belief system of Sufism, the
function of the tabarzin symbolizes the struggle against the base self (nafs
al-ammarah)—a notion that echoes Rumi’s assertion that “the mother of all
idols is the idol of the self.” Consequently, the mystic must, like Abraham,
destroy these inner idols to achieve ultimate bliss and salvation. The
harmonious interplay of ornamentation and imagery in the fabarzin creates
a visual network that reflects the path of human transcendence.

The results demonstrate that this Qajar-era tabarzin is far more than a
decorative or military implement. It possesses a symbolic and complex
structure embedded in the ideological framework of Shi‘i thought, Islamic
mysticism, and Iranian mythology. The analysis of its visual and symbolic
components—including anthropomorphic, celestial, supernatural, and
botanical motifs and inscriptions—reveals the tabarzin as a ritual and
visual text that embodies themes such as the struggle with the self, spiritual
journey, the emergence of the perfect human, and the link between the
physical and metaphysical realms.

The synthesis of these motifs with Shi‘i iconography, calligraphy, and
formal arrangement indicates the artist’s deep understanding of the
symbolic and metaphysical traditions in Iranian—Islamic art. Ultimately, the
study concludes that the fabarzin reflects key concepts in Shi‘i metaphysics
and represents a mystical worldview based on oppositional forces, inner
purification, and sacred unity. A comprehensive and nuanced understanding
of'such artistic works is achievable only through interdisciplinary approaches
that integrate aesthetic, cosmological, and spiritual meanings within their
historical and cultural contexts.

Keywords: Shi‘i Art, Qajar Visual Culture, National Museum in Krakow,
Dervish Tabarzin, Islamic Mysticism
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a solar disk bearing a human face and golden embellishments.

The tabarzin under discussion, with its intricate design, rich symbolism,
and extensive inscriptions, stands as a quintessential example of ceremonial
weaponry from the Qajar era. Beyond its technical mastery and aesthetic
refinement, it serves as a compelling entry point for exploring the interplay
between visual elements and religious belief. Though ostensibly a weapon,
this artifact transcends its material function, employing imagery and
allegory to express themes of spiritual journey and Shi‘i cosmology.

In this context, the analysis of such an object is not only significant from a
historical or aesthetic perspective but also becomes a scholarly necessity.
The study of these types of artifacts allows for a deeper understanding of
how Shi‘i, mystical, and mythological thought took shape within artistic
forms, demonstrating how abstract metaphysical ideas became embodied
through tangible, symbolic objects. Furthermore, a deeper exploration of
this artifact’s semantic layers addresses the scholarly gap in integrative
analyses of symbolic systems in Qajar-era ritual objects.

This research is fundamental in nature and adopts a descriptive—analytical
methodology. Data collection has been based on documentary sources. The
selected object—namely, the Qajar-era tabarzin preserved in the National
Museum of Krakéw—has been purposefully chosen as a distinguished specimen
of symbolic and conceptual significance among dervish axes. The analytical
approach is qualitative, focused on iconographic and symbolic interpretation
supported by mystical texts and art-historical sources. This methodology aims to
reveal the semantic depths, interpret visual codes, and uncover the interrelations
between art and religion in the cultural context of the Qajar period.

This study centers on the question of how the Qajar tabarzin housed in the
National Museum of Krakow can be examined through a multidisciplinary
approach—integrating art history and religious studies—to uncover its
semantic and cultural dimensions. The research seeks to illuminate the
interplay between form, content, and belief, aiming to construct a holistic
understanding of the artifact’s significance within Shi‘i culture and Iranian
mysticism. The central research question asks: In what ways does this
particular tabarzin embody mystical and religious concepts, and what layers
of spiritual journey, cosmological structure, and sacred narrative emerge
through its interplay of imagery and meaning?

The findings suggest that Sufis, guided by divine love and genuine
knowledge, prioritize the inner dimensions of Islam as central to their
spiritual path. Their practices are rooted in the Qur’an, hadith, and the
Prophetic tradition, which emphasize purification of the heart and liberation
from the ego. From the Sufi perspective, the Prophet Muhammad, the
infallible Imams, and saints are chosen figures whose emulation leads the
seeker safely through the hazards of the mystical journey. Accordingly, the
artifact under study is both aesthetically and technically remarkable, crafted
to visually express core Sufi doctrines through symbolic representation of
profound mystical truths.

Since the mystical world pertains to inexpressible spiritual experiences,

43



)

Rahpooye Hekmat-e Honar %

(Biquarterly Journal of Wisdom and Art)
Vol. 4, No. 2 (7), Autumn and Winter 2025

An Analysis of the Visual Elements of the Tabarzin Preserved in
the National Museum of Krakow, Poland, from the Perspective of
Sufi Mystical Concepts

Marjaneh Naderi Gorzoddini', Nahid Jafari Dehkordi 2

Type of article: original research
Receive: 2025-06-03, Accept Date: 2025-06-30
DOI: 10.22034/rph.2025.2062696.1151

Extended abstract

Within the scope of Islamic art—particularly in the visual culture of Iran—
numerous objects that initially served simple, utilitarian purposes have, over
time, transcended their material functions to become vessels of profound
mystical and religious meanings. One such object is the tabarzin (a battle
axe), which has evolved far beyond its martial origins. Once a weapon
of war, the tabarzin gradually assumed a symbolic role within religious
beliefs, Sufi practices, and esoteric traditions, eventually transforming into a
richly meaningful and emblematic artifact. Among the remaining historical
examples of the tabarzin, a unique piece from the Qajar period preserved
in the National Museum of Krakéw in Poland has drawn considerable
scholarly attention. Originally designed as a hybrid of an axe and a spear,
the tabarzin was employed in ancient Iranian cavalry for breaking through
enemy armor. Later, in Sufi rites and among dervishes, it became a symbol
of spiritual power and valor. This Qajar steel tabarzin is a compelling
embodiment of mystical, mythological, and Shi‘i concepts materialized
in the form of a ritual object. Through techniques such as gold inlaying
and diverse ornamentation, the weapon reveals significant artistic and
ceremonial attributes. Measuring 86.5 cm in total length, with a blade edge
of24.4 cm and a head width of 10.5 cm, the axe features a large, curved, and
pointed blade adorned with gilded patterns and arabesque motifs. The metal
shaft is intricately carved and decorated with golden inlays. At the junction
between the blade and handle, one finds an engraved lotus flower. On the
front, the axe displays a horned dragon’s head with an open mouth, within
which lies a demonic figure depicted with a human body and two horns. At
the topmost section is a flame-shaped plaque showcasing miniature enamel
portraits of Imam Ali and his sons Hasan and Husayn, encapsulated within
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to expand their meanings and concepts while remaining true to themselves,
just as divine religions have each influenced one another, yet retain their
own unique semantic spaces. Dante, influenced by the “Meraj Nama,”
ascension narrative, created a new concept within his own semantic universe,
incorporating elements of Islamic ascension and Christian elements. Women
hold a special place in Heaven in both versions. However, it is ultimately the
artist who creates these works based on their interpretive style, shaped by their
religious culture. In the “Meraj Nama,” the artist, influenced by the political
and monarchical atmosphere of the era, uses signs from the society and his
own worldview to create the illustrations. Throughout history, various factors
have influenced the creation of illuminated manuscripts, including political,
cultural, and religious perspectives. However, it is ultimately the artist who
integrates these elements, sometimes expressing his own preferences through
symbolic signs or explicitly in the artwork. Individual perspectives arise from
collective societal views, and if we consider the individual as a culture and
society as uncultured, these two influence each other, and there is no clear
boundary between them. Rather, each culture strives to preserve its own
semantic range among others. Therefore, the way women are portrayed in
the two versions under study is influenced by various semiotic factors, which
at times present women as culture itself, at other times as uncultured, or even
as transcultural entities beyond society. The status and portrayal of women
in each era and government significantly shape the depiction or absence of
their depiction in the art of a society. Finally, considering the innovation in
the topic of this research, the importance of comparative studies in Islamic
and Christian art, particularly regarding the representation of women in
these areas, becomes apparent. Although the depiction of women in the two
religions and cultures differs in clear ways, there are many shared concepts,
such as sanctity, purity, beauty, and faith, reflected in these images. Thus,
this research leads to a deeper understanding of the cultural and religious
influences on the depiction of women in religious art and shows how these
works reflect religious and social perceptions of women'’s roles in the divine
realm and after death. Ultimately, this contributes to a better understanding of
how cultures influence each other and how various artistic methods portray
women in Heaven.

Keywords: Keywords: Cultural Semiotics, Mir Heydar’s “Meraj Nama”,
Dante’s “Divine Comedy”, Heaven, Image of Women
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In addition to visiting Heaven and Hell, he encounters the wonders of
creation and other prophets. In the ascension texts, the inhabitants of
Heaven and Hell are depicted in distinct ways. Among them are women,
who possess unique characteristics in both realms. In Hell, they endure
specific punishments, while in Heaven, they are portrayed with piety and
spiritual radiance. However, it is important to recognize that throughout
history, human societies have often been governed by patriarchal systems,
which have significantly influenced the development and evolution of art.
This male-dominated art sees women within conditions shaped by men in
society. In other words, religious and devotional art depicting women is
not created from a genuine female perspective but from a male viewpoint.
In these works, women are portrayed not as free and independent beings
but within a patriarchal cultural and social framework. This art indirectly
reflects the concepts and structures of a male-dominated society, where the
view of women is shaped by both one’s own culture and that of others.

Building upon these points, the present research aims to employ a Cultural
Semiotics approach, drawing on Yuri Lotman’s theory of “self and other,”
which posits that cultures, whether large or small, interact with one another
in the space of self and other, mutually influencing each other. This study will
compare the depiction of women in Heaven in two illuminated manuscripts
of religious ascension texts: Mir Heydar’s “Meraj Nama” from the Timurid
period in the 9th century AH (15th century CE) and Dante’s “Divine Comedy”,
illustrated by Gustave Dor¢ in the 13th century AH (19th century CE). These
two versions have been selected due to their prominence in depicting women,
the cohesion between text and image, and the completeness and accessibility
of the illustrations. From the Heaven section of both manuscripts, three
illustrations from each—chosen based on semantic proximity and thematic
relevance—will be analyzed. The aim of this research is to understand the
signs used in the depiction of women in Heaven in the “Meraj Nama” and
the “Divine Comedy” and to explore the perspectives and degree of cultural
influence between the two. The research question posed is: What cultural
and religious status do women occupy in these two versions, and how are
they depicted by the artists? A study of the “Meraj Nama” and Dante’s
“Divine Comedy” reveals that the representation of women in Heaven, from
a religious perspective, shares significant similarities. In the “Meraj Nama,”
the ultimate purity and sanctity of women are symbolized by their conversion
to Islam, with the first Muslim woman, Sumayyah, depicted as an ideal.
Similarly, in the “Divine Comedy,” the holiest woman and central figure of
the universe is portrayed as the Virgin Mary. It can be argued that the overall
atmosphere in Dante’s “Divine Comedy” is influenced by the spiritual and
mystical experience of Prophet Muhammad’s ascension. In sociological
semiotics, it is necessary that more than one system be used to transmit and
reflect reality, and for this purpose, signs are employed to convey meanings
from one culture to another. The essence of these systems is that they aim
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Extended abstract

In the realm of cultural and religious discourse, various religions have
addressed the ascension of saviors to meet God and witness the wonders
of His creation. Through this, they aim to highlight the distinction between
good and evil, revealing the right path from the wrong in societies
immersed in corruption. According to verses 75 of Surah Al-An’am, 57
of Surah Maryam, and 46 of Surah Al-Qesas, Prophet Ibrahim ascended
to the heavens of this world, Prophet Idris to the Divine Heaven, and
Prophet Musa to Mount Tur. Other religions, such as Zoroastrianism, also
address this topic. The narrative of Zoroaster’s mental ascension and his
visit to the Divine Heaven and Hell is reflected in the Gathas. The story of
ascension appears in various traditions and narratives throughout history,
often featuring different religious elements but strikingly similar themes.
Among these narratives is the story of the ascension of the Sassanid priest
named Arda Viraf, who, after drinking mead and hemp, journeys to the
spiritual realm and writes an account of his journey in his book, “Book
of Arda Viraf, * for the reflection of his society, which was immersed in
corruption. It should be noted that different religions, influenced by the
social and cultural contexts of their times, have approached this topic in
distinct ways. These texts generally share a similar structure: a prophet,
savior, or ordinary person experiences a spiritual ascension on a holy
night, witnesses the heavens and the vastness of God’s creation, and, after
visiting the Divine Heaven, Hell, and, in some cases, the intermediary
realm, returns to Earth to enlighten the people of their time. However, the
ascension in Islam and the account of Prophet Muhammad’s ascent take
on a unique dimension. In this journey, the Prophet ascends to the heavens
and the sacred space of the divine throne, both physically and spiritually.
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art and empirical knowledge—where beauty is understood as a rational-
sensory process rather than mere taste. Generally, based on Ibn Haytham’s
ideas about the perception of beauty in Zarinfam tiles, it can be said that
“perception” is the most significant factor in creating beauty. This perception
involves components such as keen observation, conscious thinking,
contemplation, and maintaining a balanced understanding of surrounding
phenomena. Reliance on logical inference and conditional knowledge is
essential for appreciating the beauty in these works.

Future research is suggested to expand this framework by exploring the
application of optical principles (from Al-Manazir) in other Islamic art
forms, such as calligraphy and architecture.

Keywords: Ibn al-Haytham, Aesthetics, Visual Perception, Star-Shaped
Tiles
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shaped tiles, including the precise application of geometric sub-patterns in
composition and the method of depicting subjects within the star-shaped
frames. Second, insights into the design process itself, which indicate that,
in accordance with Ibn al-Haytham’s stages of perception, the artist first
observes, then contemplates, and finally infers the selection and arrangement
of elements. Building on these insights, five key patterns—variety, rhythm,
scale, unity, and harmony—are analyzed within the visual structure of star-
shaped tiles as follows:

1. Consistency of “Particular Meanings” with Tile Design: Ibn al-
Haytham’s “particular meanings”—such as movement, similarity,
difference, dispersion, distance, farness, and nearness—are reflected in the
tile designs, especially through geometric sub-patterns and mathematical
compositions. Artists, by emphasizing core characteristics and eliminating
superfluous details, achieved a form of “visual unity” resulting from
the calculated juxtaposition of elements within the frame. This formal
characteristic accentuates the independence of the star-shaped frame,
which functions as a self-contained visual world. The placement of pictorial
elements adheres to systematic rules—such as diagonal arrangements—
which create directional tension and dynamic balance.

2. Perception as a Rational-Sensory Process: Considering Ibn al-
Haytham’s emphasis on reason in aesthetic perception, the organization
of fundamental elements within the star framework produces complex
structures. Reflective analysis of these structures and the recognition of
relationships among visual elements lead to the highest levels of aesthetic
cognition—perception through analogy and distinction—achieved via
geometric harmony between parts and the whole. Although individual
characteristics may be general, keen observation combined with structural
reflection underpins the artistic process in these works.

3. The Nexus of Art and Science in Islamic Civilization: The alignment
of Ibn al-Haytham’s principles with the design patterns of star tiles
exemplifies the profound interaction between art and empirical sciences
in the Islamic Golden Age. This research elucidates the design process by
emphasizing visual perception and the purposeful organization of patterns
based on observation, selection, organization, and proportionality. Applying
geometric sub-patterns as a bridge between scientific principles and artistic
practice underscores that the beauty of star tiles from the 6th to 8th centuries
AH is rooted not only in technical skill but also in a systematic perceptual
process that reflects Ibn al-Haytham’s aesthetic philosophy.

Conclusion: The two main achievements of this research are: 1) Visual
unity in star tiles results from the interaction between “particular meanings”
(purposeful atomism) and a “geometric holism,” which enhances formal
coherence. 2) The consistency between Ibn al-Haytham’s theoretical
principles and artistic execution demonstrates a deep connection between
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11) Number, 12) Movement, 13) Immobility, 14) Softness (smoothness), 15)
Roughness (unevenness), 16) Transparency, 17) Turbidity, 18) Shadowing,
19) Beautifulness, 20) Ugliness, 21) Similarity (homogeneity), and 22)
Dissimilarity (heterogeneity.) These principles, coherently and with an
emphasis on “systematic observation,” “rational analysis of phenomena,”
and “integrating details into aharmonious whole,” provide anovel framework
for understanding beauty. Ibn al-Haytham delineates hierarchical stages in
the process of perceiving beauty. These stages start with the identification
of visual qualities and, through analogy, assessment, and perception,
culminate in perceiving the highest form of beauty. According to his theory,
perceptual knowledge is acquired through three avenues: 1) sense alone,
2) prior knowledge, and 3) analogy and rational inquiry—the latter is the
primary path to understanding beauty. Notably, Ibn al-Haytham asserts that
perceiving all twenty-two visual qualities is not necessary; even a single
quality—such as light or luminescence—can evoke beauty. In the context
of the star tiles, light and luminosity alone can generate a sense of beauty.
However, in their illustration style, there are also characteristics that can be
aligned with Ibn al-Haytham’s detailed meanings and the visual concepts
derived from them. Based on this understanding, the present study aims
to address the fundamental question: How do the design patterns of star-
shaped tiles reflect the process of beauty perception according to Ibn al-
Haytham’s theory (including the stages of systematic observation, rational
analysis, and the association of particular meanings)? This research was
conducted using a qualitative approach and a descriptive-analytical method.
Data were collected through documentary research and a review of library
resources, including specialized texts on Islamic art, scientific articles, and
historical documents. Samples were purposefully selected from star tiles
preserved in museum collections. To enhance robustness, the data analysis
was carried out in two stages:

1. Identification of visual features: Examining design elements such as
motifs, visual patterns, and composition, and comparing them with the
principles outlined in Ibn al-Haytham’s “Book of Optics.”

2. Theoretical adaptation: Extracting key concepts from Ibn al-
Haytham’s theory—such as "systematic observation," "rational analysis,"
and "particular meanings"—and assessing their consistency with observed
visual patterns in the tiles.

The study employs an interpretive reasoning approach to analyze the
relationship between the theoretical principles and the artistic practices,
ensuring validity through triangulation—comparing literary sources, visual
examples, and the overarching theoretical framework.

The findings are presented in two main sections. First, the alignment of
“particular meanings” in Ibn al-Haytham’s theory—based on systematic
observation and rational analysis—with the design patterns of star-
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Tile art in the 6th century AH, characterized by the evolution of lusterware
techniques and the development of complex geometric pattern-making
methods, reached one of the most brilliant periods in Islamic art. During this
era, Iranian artists created a distinctive style through the invention and use of
star compositions and multi-petalled crosses, designed with mathematical
precision within intricate geometric networks. A notable feature of these
tiles is the detailed illustration of literary stories, executed with meticulous
attention to detail. This style not only adorned mosques and tombs but also
symbolized the connection between art, science, and mysticism in Islamic
civilization. However, despite extensive technical studies on the materials
and methods used to produce luster tiles, the theoretical foundations
governing the aesthetics of these works—particularly in terms of design and
visual perception—have been less thoroughly analyzed within the context
of the scientific knowledge of that era. This gap calls for a re-examination
of luster tiles through the lens of scholars such as Hasan Ibn al-Haytham
(354-430 AH).

In his “Book of Optics,” one of the earliest systematic texts on visual
perception, he explains the process of seeing and perceiving beauty based
on empirical and mathematical principles. In this book, Ibn al-Haytham
proposes twenty-two fundamental principles: 1) Light (brightness), 2) Dark
(dimness), 3) Color, 4) Dimension or distance (far or closeness), 5) Status
or Place (spatial direction), 6) Embodiment (physicality), 7) Shape, 8)
Magnitude (size), 9) Distraction (dispersion), 10) Connection (continuity),
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Seven Valleys, Seven Arts, Seven Sins, Seven Labors of Rostam, etc. Also,
Azam Rahmani-Rad and Tayyaba Eslami (2007), in “The Amazing Secrets
of the Number Seven,” mention the significance of the number seven in
most cultures, ancient civilizations, and folk legends. They also refer to the
ancient roots and sanctity of the number seven, including the story of the
seven angels whom God sent to Earth from the heavens to help earthlings
and communicate with prophets. Hassan Balkhari-Qahi (2009), in “The
Geometry of Imagination and Beauty (A Study of the Views of the Ikhwan
al-Safa on the Wisdom of Art and Beauty),” while discussing the wisdom of
craftsmanship in Islamic culture, has extensively analyzed the viewpoints
of the Ikhwan al-Safa and Khwan al-Wafa and examined them in relation to
the theories of other philosophers and thinkers such as Plato, Avicenna, and
Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-Tusi. Ikhwan al-Safa and the wisdom foundations
of art, based on Greek opinions, divide geometry into two parts: rational
and sensory, and describe its application in human life.

Majid Khazaei and Mehdi Momtahan (2011), in a study titled “Symbolic
Representations of Numbers in the Quran, Mythology, and Literature,”
state that creation has been concerned with the subject of counting from
the beginning, writing, “It is not possible to determine a specific time for
the discovery of numbers.” However, the direct relationship of human
civilizations in the formation of numbers can be considered the evolution of
human culture, as numbers have been an inseparable part of the necessities
of human life and thought. Mahmoud Sadeghzadeh (2013), in his article
titled “A Study of the Semantic and Literary Application of the Numbers
Seven and Forty in the Masnavi,” while referring to the mysteries of the
number seven in ancient Iran and their beliefs, including the belief in
the seven realms and the seven attributes of Ahura Mazda, examines the
significance of this number in the Quran and Islamic traditions, as well as
in Persian mysticism, literature, and proverbs. Miranda Burruss Mitford
(2015), in her book “The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Symbols and Signs,”
discussed symbolic number systems and identified numbers in terms of
their sacredness and symbolic aspects in tribes and nations. Also, in another
example, Hassan Balkhari-Qahi (2016), in his book titled “The History of
Art in Islamic Civilization (Music and Architecture),” while examining
arts such as music and architecture in Islamic civilization, deals in detail
with the history, theories, styles, and developments of Islamic music and
architecture from the beginning to the contemporary period.

Keywords: Sacred Numbers, Islamic Art, Islamic Geometry, Islamic
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Plato and Pythagoras, as well as balance, and proportion. Islamic art is one
of the most important and influential cultural elements in Islamic history.
This art has been widely developed in coordination with architecture,
painting, calligraphy, astronomy, etc., especially in Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, and Egypt. One of the interesting and varied aspects of Islamic art is
the optimal use of sacred numbers used in symbolizing and artistic design.
The topic of numbers is also one of the very interesting subjects, and the
evolution of its concept among philosophers, logicians, mathematicians,
literati, grammarians, and syntacticians is worth pondering. Therefore, the
discussion of numbers has been of great use in astronomy, astrology, and
superstition. Sacred numbers are a concept deeply associated with Islamic
sciences and philosophy, such that in the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), great value and importance are given
to specific numbers like the numbers one to nine. These numbers are also
used in Islamic art as a symbol of religious credibility and beliefs, one of
the prominent examples of the use of sacred numbers in Islamic art is the
architecture of the mosque. Mosques, as sacred places for prayer and worship
among Muslims, have unique artistic designs. In these designs, sacred
numbers are used to create balance and harmony in dimensions, ratios, and
decorations. For example, the ratio of length to width in the mosque structure
is based on sacred numbers, and this helps the overall balance and beauty
of the building. In addition, sacred numbers are exploited in art designs
such as tile, mosaic, and inlay. These numbers are used in Islamic patterns,
stars, networks, and geometric designs and cause fitness and harmony in
the designs. The purpose of this article is to examine the status of sacred
numbers in symbolizing Islamic art. Given the importance of these numbers
in Islamic art, it is an examination of the concept and meaning of each sacred
number and how it is used in symbolizing Islamic art. This article will also
address examples of the use of sacred numbers in the structure of Islamic
art and their impact on beauty and communication with Islamic religious
and philosophical elements. The main question of the article is: How have
sacred numbers been effective in the wise foundation of Islamic art? This
study has expressed the mystery of some sacred numbers in a qualitative and
descriptive approach and has conceptually examined them.

Regarding the significance of sacred numbers in the symbolism of Islamic
art, we can refer to various books and articles that explore the recognition
of the secrets of numbers, as well as their role and impact on Islamic works
of art, including “Star Signs” by Linda Goodman (2003). In this book, the
author employs numerology and astronomy to explain how they can be
used to understand the hidden meanings behind words, names, titles, and
phrases. Additionally, Ahmad Aqga Sharif (1383) in “The Book of Secrets
and Mysteries of Numbers and Letters” has limited himself to introducing
the secrets of a few numbers and has addressed the introduction of numbers
and letters across different cultures and their beliefs and convictions.
Asadullah Baqaei (2006), in “The Secret of Seven: Symbolism and
Mythology of the Number Seven,” has spoken about topics such as the
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Extended abstract

In this article, the role of sacred numbers in the wise foundation of Islamic
art, as used in traditional art, is examined. A comprehensive and in-depth
examination of sacred numbers, whose significance arises from their
application in the designs, symbols, and patterns of this traditional culture.
The sacred numbers in Islamic art are not only known as the figures that
are valid in mathematics but also as spiritual and religious symbols. These
numbers include numbers such as one, two, three, six, eight, nine, ten, and
twelve, which are repeated in the Qur’an, hadiths, and other sacred Islamic
texts. However, the value of these numbers is also related to the pre-Islamic
centuries in Iran. So how these numbers are used in Islamic art symbols
is examined. In Islamic art, sacred numbers are considered symbols of
religious and philosophical values. In this article, examples of the use of
sacred numbers in architecture, music, calligraphy, and Islamic art painting
are presented. These examples show that sacred numbers are used in art
designs and patterns to represent Islamic religious and philosophical values
and convey to the viewer deep messages. The purpose of this article is to
express the importance and use of sacred numbers in Islamic art to show that
these numbers have been used as symbols of spiritual and religious values in
designs, symbols, and patterns of Islamic art. This article has been conducted
qualitatively using a descriptive-analytical method. The data have also been
collected from library sources, scientific research articles, and reputable
internet sites. The statistical population of this article is collected images
of buildings and works that are formed and built through sacred numbers
in Islamic art including Islamic architecture, geometric motifs, tiles and
more. The findings of the article indicate that artists, including musicians,
calligraphers, and traditional architects, etc., exploit the sacred numbers that
have been rooted in the thoughts of former thinkers and philosophers such as
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ecclesiastical architecture.

As gargoyles became integral to church architecture, they gradually
entered the broader visual culture of medieval society. No longer solely
religious symbols, they became part of the social life of the community.
Cathedrals served as social and political centers in medieval cities, and
their surroundings were often lively venues for festivals, performances, and
public gatherings. Positioned on the exterior of these buildings, gargoyles
became familiar presences to the general populace, woven into their lived
environment. During events such as the Feast of Fools or local coronation
rituals held near the church, gargoyles, often with grotesque or humorous
expressions, looked down upon the festivities. In this way, the boundary
between the sacred and the secular, the religious and the everyday, was
maintained and visualized in a continuous form.

Gargoyles played a key role in connecting with the everyday lives of the
people. They were not merely aesthetic or ritualistic objects but contributors
to the visual identity of medieval cities. Through their imaginative and
diverse designs, they shaped the aesthetic experiences of passersby,
becoming embedded in collective visual memory, much like public statues
or sculptures in squares and passageways. Furthermore, as imaginary
beings, gargoyles stimulated the collective imagination, becoming animated
presences in folktales, myths, and children’s stories.

In conclusion, gargoyles represent a quintessential example of the
convergence of form, function, and meaning in medieval art and architecture.
They reflect the cultural diversity and complexity of medieval societies,
which, despite the dominant influence of religion, were still shaped by a
range of traditions and beliefs. As figures outside the official scriptural
narrative, gargoyles inspired artists to employ creativity and imagination,
incorporating folklore, mythology, and personal visions into their forms.
Freed from the strict confines of religious dogma, gargoyles can thus be seen
as symbols of artistic resistance against ideological limitations, as bridges
between ancient cultures and medieval Christianity, between the divine and
the secular, and ultimately, as testimonies to humanity’s enduring capacity
for self-expression even under the most restrictive historical conditions.

Keywords: Gargoyle, Gothic Architecture, Gothic Era, Aesthetics, Umberto
Eco
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erosion and water damage. Over time, these elements acquired additional
structural functions, such as better water flow distribution and reduction
of pressure at drainage points, thereby minimizing localized deterioration.
During the High and Late Gothic periods, gargoyles transitioned from
functional objects to aesthetic and symbolic components. Characterized
by exaggerated facial expressions, bared teeth, gaping mouths, and wide,
piercing eyes, many gargoyles exhibit hybrid forms, merging human and
animal traits. Examples include winged dragons, horned goats, furious
lions, and multi-headed beasts, visual manifestations of the rich imagination
of medieval stonemasons and the popular culture of the time. Artists of the
Gothic era designed these sculptures with increasing detail, incorporating
mythological monsters, composite animals, and eerie human faces. This
approach served two main purposes: first, to produce a striking visual
impact, and second, to encode moral and religious messages for audiences
unfamiliar with scriptural texts.

Gradually, gargoyles came to be widely used as religious and ritual symbols.
They were often interpreted as monstrous beings expelled from the church,
dwelling outside the sacred space. Actually, they were representations of
demonic forces banished from holiness. At the same time, their terrifying
visages were intended to instill fear of hell and religious deviation. The
Church employed these sculptures to evoke human emotions, fear, awe, and
hope, as a means of moral instruction. In medieval thought, the presence
of demons was accepted as a reality, and the battle between faith and evil
was seen as the foundation of salvation. In this sense, gargoyles became
tangible representations of this struggle, warning believers that evil forces
lurked nearby and that refuge could only be found within the sanctuary of
the church. Umberto Eco, in his analysis of gargoyles, interprets them as
embodiments of chaos and disorder within the divine order of the Church.
By incorporating these chaotic figures, the Church appeared to assert its
dominion over the forces of darkness. Despite their grotesque and violent
appearance, gargoyles thus became instruments for reinforcing cosmic and
moral order, visual metaphors of theological teachings about the coexistence
of good and evil. Beyond religious meanings, gargoyles also assumed a
talismanic function. A common medieval belief held that such creatures
could ward off evil spirits. This protective role was deeply rooted in popular
culture and medieval superstition. It was believed that the frightening faces
of gargoyles could drive the Devil away from sacred spaces. Thus, the
gargoyle became a visual amulet, demarcating the boundary between the
sacred world of the church and the dangerous, chaotic world outside. In this
view, gargoyles served as a point of convergence between official religion
and folk belief. Just as the Church employed local elements, such as stained
glass stories or mural paintings, for its pedagogical mission, so too did
gargoyles enable the integration of magical and talismanic meanings into
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Gargoyles are among the most distinctive visual and architectural elements
of European Gothic cathedrals, emerging from the aesthetic, religious,
and social transformations of the Middle Ages. Originally conceived
as functional waterspouts, these sculptural forms gradually evolved into
carriers of complex religious, symbolic, and even secular meanings. This
article analyzes the ontology, origin, function, and semantic transformations
of gargoyles within the historical, cultural, and artistic context of the Gothic
era to demonstrate how these sculptures created a unique link between the
transcendent Christian world and the everyday life of medieval people. With
the spread of Christianity across Europe, the religion’s specific perception
of sculpture as a potentially idolatrous medium led to the temporary
marginalization of figural representations within sacred spaces.

Over time, however, particularly with the advent of Romanesque
architecture, sculpture reappeared in churches, this time serving clear
religious and didactic purposes. With the emergence of the Gothic style
in the early twelfth century and concurrent advancements in architectural
engineering, the use of sculpture, especially on the exterior of churches,
expanded significantly. Gargoyles, in particular, acquired a distinctive
status, transforming from purely utilitarian elements into multi-layered
cultural and religious symbols.

Initially, gargoyles were designed for rainwater drainage. As Gothic
cathedrals grew taller and European climates brought frequent and intense
rainfall, there was an increasing need for effective water management
systems. Gargoyles, by channeling rainwater through their mouths and
away from the building, protected church walls and foundations from
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the second Pahlavi period accelerated under the influence of Western art
and modernizing developments in Iranian society, taking on new forms.
The Iranian carpet field during Mohammad Reza Pahlavi’s era was a
structured space where various actors operated. The actors included trade
and production professionals divided into smaller subgroups like design,
weaving, dyeing etc. A newer participant in the carpet field was researchers
who acted as active players. The urban carpet field, like any artistic field,
had its own specific rules, and activists in the Pahlavi urban carpet field
competed to gain power. The Iranian carpet field consisted of smaller
subspaces, such as the urban carpet subfield during the Pahlavi period,
which possessed its own capitals and actors representing field expansions.
Cultural capital has been demonstrated through the establishment of the
Carpet Museum, the donation of carpets as symbols of national identity, and
various forms of research in the field of carpets, including books, theses,
articles, newspapers, and foundational research for making documentaries,
all contributing to the expansion of the urban carpet subfield. Regarding
symbolic capital, one can refer to weaving orders from the royal court, the
weaving of exquisite carpets for the coronation hall, and participation in
domestic and international exhibitions such as the Vienna Carpet Exhibition,
which are among the factors that increase this capital. This is while the
establishment of the first large machine-made carpet factory in Kashan and
the export of wool and cotton are mentioned as factors reducing capital. In
conclusion, the field of power in reality functions as a kind of meta-field
that has influenced all fields. The important effects of the power field on the
cultural and symbolic capitals of the urban carpet subfield during the second
Pahlavi period can be seen in the royal-commissioned weavings, power-
inspired image weavings from Pahlavi court symbols, the establishment of
government institutions in the handwoven carpet sector, and the founding of
the Iran Carpet Museum. As a result, during the Pahlavi period, the carpet
field had a significant relationship with the power field, and the expansion
or restriction and reduction of the carpet field’s scope was directly related to
the approaches of the actors in the power field, having an important impact
on urban carpets in the second part of the Pahlavi era. In other words, the
urban carpet subfield during the Pahlavi period was more powerful in its
competition with other subfields of rural and tribal carpets.

Keywords: Pierre Bourdieu, Field Theory, Cultural Capital, Symbolic
Capital, Urban Carpets, Second Pahlavi Period
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the 1970s, which aimed to prevent physical health complications among
weavers. At the same time, carpet designers benefited from advancements in
industrial printing; they began to create designs with grid patterns. In 1977,
the Iranian government established the Carpet Museum of Iran. During
this period, the transfer of carpet patterns and designs between different
regions of Iran began, and the same trend continued in subsequent periods.
Economic developments, along with the withdrawal of multinational
companies from production and trade, made the Pahlavi era a period of
transformation in Iran’s carpet industry. This article aims to analyze urban
carpets as a social and cultural domain during the second Pahlavi period,
based on Pierre Bourdieu’s field theory. During the second Pahlavi period,
urban carpets served more than just visual purposes; they functioned as
a complex network of power dynamics, social distinction, and identity
representation. Pierre Bourdieu’s field theory emphasizes that society
comprises arenas, each with its own structured space in which actors,
capitals, dispositions, and habitus shape the internal dynamics of the field.
Accordingly, this research aims to understand how urban carpets functioned
as both an instrument and an arena for the reproduction and transformation
of social and cultural structures during the period under study. Thus, the
following research questions are posed: What factors contributed to the
formation of the subfield of urban carpets during the Pahlavi era? What
components were influential in identifying and recovering the cultural and
symbolic capitals within the subfield of urban carpets during the second
Pahlavi period? The present research is the result of library studies and
archival investigations, possessing a fundamental nature and falling within
the category of qualitative research. The research method is descriptive-
analytical. To achieve the research objectives, urban carpets from the second
Pahlavi period were selected as case studies and analyzed using Bourdieu’s
field theory. The sampling method was purposive and determined based on
available specimens that align with the components of the research problem.
The present study analyzes urban carpets of the second Pahlavi period
based on Bourdieu’s field theory and the social, economic, and cultural
complexities governing their formation and transformation. According to
Bourdieu’s field theory, it can be argued that the cultural, economic, social,
and symbolic capitals of Iranian carpets underwent changes during the
Pahlavi era, establishing new relationships with the field of power. Within
this framework, Iranian carpets acquired a distinctive position in the field of
art, with urban carpets representing the most evident manifestation of this
transformation. Various factors, including the economic, social, and cultural
capital of different actors (such as the state, capitalists, and citizens), played
significant roles in shaping and transforming urban carpets. These factors
were so intricately interconnected that they enabled a comprehensive,
multidimensional understanding of urban development processes. Over time,
Iranian handwoven urban carpets experienced substantial transformations,
influenced by encounters with Western art and culture as well as the
growth and development of urban societies. These transformations during
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Iranian carpets, as cultural and artistic artifacts, possess commercial and
economic dimensions and hold historical and social significance. As an
indigenous and cultural commodity, carpets in Iran are sociologically the
product of collective efforts by actors within the handwoven carpet industry.
Researchers explore them as structures embedded in society and as artistic
works through personal and psychological lenses. The production and trade
of Iranian handwoven carpets flourished in some periods, while in others,
their artistic identity became more pronounced. At times, they were treated
primarily as utilitarian and commercial goods. This shift in the function
and meaning of carpets, particularly during the Pahlavi era, took on a new
form due to the direct intervention of the state in the production and trade
of handwoven carpets, elevating this historical and cultural phenomenon
to a distinctive position in society. The production and trade of carpets
underwent significant changes within the context of urban lifestyles. During
the Pahlavi era, the privilege of carpet weaving and the impacts this artistic-
commercial phenomenon could have in Iran began to change. For example,
during the first Pahlavi period, numerous factories for carpet production
were established, which restricted the economic activities of non-Iranian
merchants. As a result, urban carpets have entered a new phase. Before the
Allies entered Iran (September 1941), carpet exports accelerated. During
the second Pahlavi period, various aspects of carpets and carpet weaving
gained attention, with a focus on their artistic, cultural, and propagandistic
elements as expressions of nationalism. The Pahlavi period is significant in
carpet history due to the serious entry into global markets and its cultural
impacts beyond the country’s borders. One of the developments of this
period was the invention of standardized and hygienic carpet looms in
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depth, gains new dimensions when approached through this tripartite
theoretical lens. Each framework highlights different facets of the same
experience: Sartre focuses on ethical action, Freud on internal conflict, and
Jung on symbolic resonance. Together, they reveal that human decisions,
especially in ethically ambiguous situations, are never reducible to rational
choice alone.

In conclusion, this article argues that an interdisciplinary approach,
combining existentialism, psychoanalysis, and analytical psychology,
allows for a more nuanced and comprehensive reading of human behavior
and moral conflict in cinematic narratives. By analyzing “A Separation”
through these lenses, the study illustrates that freedom is not a purely
conscious or individualistic attribute. It is constantly negotiated within a
web of psychological tensions and cultural narratives. Sartre’s model, while
powerful in its ethical rigor, must be tempered by Freud’s insights into the
unconscious and Jung’s symbolic and collective dimension. Freedom, then,
is neither absolute nor illusorys; it is conditional, layered, and always situated
in a context that includes the Other, both external and internal.

Such an interdisciplinary framework not only enriches the interpretation
of Farhadi’s cinema but also offers a valuable methodology for the critical
analysis of contemporary Iranian artistic productions. It encourages deeper
reflection on the moral, psychological, and cultural foundations of human
identity and reaffirms the relevance of classical theoretical paradigms in the
reading of modern cinematic texts. This approach invites viewers, critics,
and scholars alike to reconsider the very foundations of agency, choice, and
responsibility in the realm of aesthetics, ethics, and the human condition.

Keywords: Freedom, Responsibility, Sartre, Freud, Jung, A Separation
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the importance of the collective unconscious—a reservoir of shared human
experience and imagery manifested through archetypes. For Jung, the self
is not merely a product of personal memory or conscious will but is deeply
embedded in a symbolic universe that precedes individual awareness. Key
archetypes include the persona (the social mask), the shadow (the repressed,
darker aspects of the self), the anima/animus (gendered inner counterparts),
and the self as the psychic totality striving for individuation and wholeness.
In “A Separation,” Jungian analysis reveals the powerful presence of these
archetypal dynamics. Nader’s struggle to define himself as a dutiful son,
honest man, and responsible father unfolds through confrontation with
several archetypes. The shadow emerges in his suppressed rage, his inability
to empathize with Razieh, and his confrontation with social shame. The
hero archetype is activated when he takes charge in crises, while the wise
old man is reflected in the physical and symbolic presence of his ailing
father, whose deterioration mirrors Nader’s internal struggle with moral
decay and emotional detachment. Simin, too, could be interpreted through
Jungian terms as representing the anima—a challenge to Nader’s rigid and
reason-driven self-image, offering emotional depth and intuition he resists
integrating.

What unites these three frameworks—despite their distinct ontological
assumptions—is a shared concern with the limits and conditions of human
freedom. Sartre insists on conscious responsibility but omits the weight of
the unconscious. Freud lays bare the hidden impulses and conflicts that
distort rationality and self-knowledge. Jung integrates both dimensions
but adds a cultural and symbolic depth that highlights the role of inherited
patterns and collective values. The convergence of these approaches
provides a more holistic understanding of the film’s characters and their
psychological complexity.

Indeed, the central research question—how freedom and responsibility
are shaped and constrained by the interplay of conscious and unconscious
forces, personal neuroses, cultural archetypes, and social expectations—is
best answered by this interdisciplinary synthesis. While Sartre emphasizes
the weight of personal choice in moral conflict, Freud reveals how those
choices may be influenced, even undermined, by internal conflicts and
unresolved childhood dynamics. Jung, in turn, interprets such conflicts as
moments of archetypal emergence, where the individual confronts collective
images and myths that give meaning (and limitation) to personal agency.
The implications of this analysis extend beyond the specific characters
of “A Separation.” On a broader level, the film becomes a microcosm of
Iranian society—one in which individuals struggle to reconcile personal
freedom with collective expectations, where ethical decisions are entangled
in historical, familial, and symbolic structures. The emotional realism of
Farhadi’s cinema, often praised for its moral ambiguity and psychological



&S Rahpooye Hekmat-e Honar
(Biquarterly Journal of Wisdom and Art)
Vol. 4, No. 2 (7), Autumn and Winter 2025

soi (being-in-itself), which characterizes unconscious existence devoid of
reflection, such as objects; étre-pour-soi (being-for-itself), representing
conscious beings capable of self-reflection and transcendence; and étre-
pour-autrui (being-for-others), wherein the self becomes objectified under
the gaze and judgment of others. It is in this last mode—being-for-others—
that the challenge to authentic existence becomes acute, as the individual
is constantly confronted with the threat of self-alienation due to the
expectations and evaluations of the Other.

In “A Separation,” the central character Nader’s decision to remain in Iran
to care for his ailing father rather than emigrate with his wife, Simin, can
initially be interpreted as an act of autonomous agency, a manifestation
of existential freedom. However, Sartrean analysis reveals that Nader
simultaneously evades the full implications of his choice. He does not
transparently acknowledge the responsibility he bears for the breakdown
of his marriage, and instead rationalizes his decision through familial
obligation. This is indicative of mauvaise foi or “bad faith”—a mechanism
through which individuals deceive themselves to avoid the anxiety of
freedom and the burden of accountability.

In contrast, Freudian psychoanalysis reconfigures the concept of freedom
by demonstrating how much of human behavior is driven not by conscious
deliberation, but by the dynamic and often conflicting forces of the
unconscious. Freud’s tripartite model of the psyche—the id, ego, and
superego—offers a systematic account of internal psychological conflict.
The id operates according to the pleasure principle, seeking immediate
satisfaction of instinctual drives, while the superego functions as the
internalized voice of societal and parental norms. The ego, positioned
between these two forces, strives to maintain balance by adhering to the
reality principle. It negotiates external demands and internal impulses, often
resorting to defense mechanisms such as repression, projection, and denial.
In the context of “A Separation,” Nader’s behavior reveals several of these
Freudian dynamics. His sense of guilt, anxiety over his father’s decline, and
defensiveness in the face of Razieh’s accusations suggest that unconscious
conflict plays a substantial role in his decision-making process. While he
claims moral and rational motives, his emotional volatility and tendency
to lash out indicate that deeper, unprocessed psychological tensions—
possibly stemming from helplessness, suppressed anger, and guilt—are at
work. Freud would interpret these outbursts and lapses in self-awareness
not as moral failings, but as symptomatic expressions of repressed drives
that the ego fails to integrate adequately.

Complementing both Sartre and Freud, Carl Gustav Jung’s analytical
psychology introduces a third dimension: the role of mythic structures,
symbols, and cultural archetypes in shaping identity and behavior. Jung
critiques Freud’s overemphasis on personal neuroses and instead underscores
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Extended abstract

This study explores the intricate relationship between freedom and individual
responsibility in the context of human confrontation with the Other, using
Asghar Farhadi’s critically acclaimed film “A Separation” as its primary
case study. By employing a tripartite theoretical framework—existential
philosophy as articulated by Jean-Paul Sartre, Freudian psychoanalysis,
and Jungian analytical psychology—the research seeks to shed light on the
psychological, philosophical, and cultural forces that shape human action
and ethical decision-making in moments of crisis. Each of these theoretical
traditions offers a unique lens to examine the conscious and unconscious
layers of the human psyche and their interplay within socio-cultural
structures.

From an existentialist standpoint, Sartre’s philosophy places a radical
emphasis on human freedom and the inescapable responsibility that
accompanies it. According to Sartre, human beings are “condemned to
be free,” meaning that every action, even inaction or refusal to choose,
constitutes a form of choice. No external condition—be it social, cultural,
or psychological—can fully relieve the individual of responsibility for
their decisions. Sartre differentiates among three modes of being: étre-en-
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The aim of this article is to apply Bourdieu’s theory of artistic fields to the
historical trajectory of photography in order to answer the question: How
can the historical dimensions of photography be matched with Bourdieu’s
theory of artistic fields? Adopting a comparative approach, this paper is
theoretical-fundamental in nature and follows a descriptive-analytical
method. Data were collected from library sources and various websites
and analyzed qualitatively. The findings demonstrate the applicability and
effectiveness of Bourdieu’s theory of artistic fields in understanding the
historical developments of photography.
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photography. Here, the independence of photography from other arts and
the recording of a similar narrative regarding the subject are considered.
Here, press and news photos are especially prioritized, which attract a large
audience. Press photos can be considered the most attractive genre in the
world of photography. This genre is a kind of showcase of the photographic
medium. Those who have become interested in photography in any way
or have known photography must have a large part of press photos in their
minds. These photos have played a major role in attracting audiences due to
their realism and news reporting characteristics at the same time. In addition
to press photos, paparazzi photos, which refer to secret photos of prominent
figures, also have a special place in public popularity.

In the section on artistic styles, the characteristics are mentioned where
photography inspired by other arts has been successful in attracting an
audience. In this context, what is important is the similarity to the art of
painting due to its high status, which allowed enthusiasts to raise their
social class status. Also, the similarity to the narrative of the show genre
in the discussion of entertainment, which presented itself in the form
of a collection of photographs. In the power system section, it refers to
photographs that were taken in the service of the government or colonial
sectors. Many documentary photographers, who were not photographers
themselves and were simply from the upper class, photographed the poor
to attract the attention of the upper class. On the other hand, photography
in the hands of colonial advisors in the colonized areas was also a means
of earning money from the indigenous people of those areas. In the popular
section, the importance is on the cheapness and accessibility of this medium.
Also, attention to people of other races, technical advances in terms of ease
of working with the photographic structure, and attracting people to this
medium are among the popular sectors.

In the second part of the field, Bourdieu speaks of the autonomous pole—
where arts are based on purism. These practitioners value art for its own
sake and ignore economic concerns. They allow no external interference.
Here, the autonomous field of photography is divided into critical-political
and artistic branches, with photographic developments examined briefly
in each. In the critical part, what is most important are the leftist groups
who believe that art should serve the people. In the artistic part, the role of
several people in the independence of photography as a self-reliant art is
very important. In this context, photography in various genres places great
emphasis on idealism and the soul of the author. In the 20th century, as
photography and its various genres became more familiar to the public, it
gained significant popularity—Iargely because, unlike demanding cultural
activities like painting or music, photography required little training or
skill. It also became part of the everyday cultural consumption of ordinary
people.
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agents within society. A field is defined as a social arena in which struggles
for specific interests and access to them occur. In this theory, Bourdieu
mentions various networks formed in civilized societies, each with its
own system aimed at achieving power. Among these, art also has its own
field, which is divided into two poles: autonomous and heteronomous. The
autonomous pole is based on pure artistic principles, while the heteronomous
pole relies on external factors and places great emphasis on material value.
This heteronomous pole is further divided into two parts: bourgeois and
industrial. The industrial sector is rife with superficial and trivial elements,
and the artist, influenced by public demand and attention, produces work
that garners more material value.

Given these descriptions, the field of photography can be mapped onto
the two poles of the artistic field. This alignment is based on the types of
reception and characteristics categorized according to their social class and
dominant or subordinate culture.

The most defining feature of photography is its realism. However, this initial
characteristic has been overshadowed by another “power” that interprets
photography as a device of global domination. The third feature is its
capacity as a means of reproduction. By the late 19th century, photography
had begun to majestically record images of the bourgeoisie. Due to its
realism, photography was initially kept out of the fine art community
until a group of photographers attempted to align it with painting as an art
form. Gradually, some broke away and sought to adhere to the essential
foundations of the photographic medium and maintain its independence.
These became known as “straight” or “autonomous” photographers, also
referred to as modern photographers, due to their formalist principles.
They had classical rules based on technical and theoretical knowledge of
photography and did not rely on any external elements. For them, artistic
value was paramount.

In Bourdieu’s theory, he explains that in the heteronomous pole, the arts
fall under the influence of other fields—specifically, the commercial one.
Thus, in the heteronomous artistic field of photography, photographers are
evaluated based on their success in satisfying audiences. The value of their
work is measured by the sales of their photographs. The more they can ride
the waves of social trends, the more successful they are considered.

This heteronomous field of photography is divided into four sections:
realism, artistic styles, the power system, and the popular system, with
photographic developments briefly examined in each. It has to be mentioned
that in the section on photographic realism, the discussion of the pure and
exclusive characteristics of photography is considered. Keeping a photo
of recently deceased loved ones as a memento, which was a pastime for
people, especially in the 19th century, or capturing an image of oneself to
immortalize that moment, are among the prominent examples of realism in
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Extended abstract

Pierre Bourdieu, in his theory of artistic fields, speaks of two poles: the
autonomous and the heteronomous. The autonomous pole emphasizes the
unique and pure characteristics of the artwork, while the heteronomous
pole relies on material values, popular opinions, and external factors. The
heteronomous pole aligns with the sensibilities of the upper class and is
itself divided into two subsections: the bourgeois and the industrial. In the
bourgeois subsection, we observe artistic approaches with materialistic and
popular inclinations. However, in the industrial part, the focus is purely on
economics and appealing to the audience.

Based on Bourdieu’s method in the artistic field and from a comparative
perspective, the author and the audience have always represented two
opposing poles throughout the history of photography. In Bourdieu’s theory,
audiences are influenced by the heteronomous pole, while authors (artists)
are influenced by the autonomous one. Photography has always been
associated with technical processes and various subject matters, including
style and genre, and has invariably dealt with audiences due to its realistic
nature, affordability, accessibility, and ease of interpretation.

Bourdieu’s sociology of cultural production is the origin of many key debates
in contemporary art sociology. His innovations in French sociology quickly
established him as one of the greatest theorists in the social and cultural
sciences. He has also contributed writings and theories on photography. In
Bourdieu’s sociological model, several core concepts play essential roles,
particularly “field” and “classification,” which form the foundation of
social structures. Classification is especially important in shaping popular
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true understanding of the symbol and its manifestation in art, while another
carries only the outward form of the symbols without grasping their higher,
essential meanings.

Thus, artists may be categorized into three levels in their relation to symbolic
concepts: bearers of the symbol, discoverers of the symbol, and creators of
the symbol. Creators of the symbol are those who use the language of art
to manifest hidden messages and meanings in their work. They employ
various artistic media—such as painting, calligraphy, architecture, and
pottery—to convey religious, philosophical, social, and political concepts
in a symbolic manner. They make use of symbols, geometric shapes, colors,
and inscriptions to express meanings that go beyond the surface of the work.
Discoverers of the symbol include both artists and audiences. These are
individuals who attain a proper understanding of the hidden meanings and
wisdom embedded in traditional and Islamic arts. They interpret and expand
upon these meanings through the use of the symbols and forms present in
artworks, acting as intermediaries between the creators and bearers of the
symbol. Bearers of the symbol are artists who serve as a bridge between
Islamic and contemporary art. Although they have not grasped the deep
meanings and hidden wisdom in Islamic arts, have managed to transfer the
cultural heritage of the past to new generations by focusing on techniques
and creating the outward forms of these arts.

Therefore, it can be said that the artist first seeks to discover and understand
the truths of the world, and then seeks to manifest those truths. The language
through which this truth is expressed is the language of symbolism, and the
artist engages in a kind of symbol-making within the world. The process of
creating artworks through the language of symbolism unfolds through the
stages of veiling (sitr), unveiling (inkishdaf), and manifestation (tajalli)—a
progression through which the artist, by deeply contemplating these levels,
can attain the truth of existence. Passing through these stages in the creative
process is achievable only for artists at the level of symbol creators. It is
only these artists who have refined and disciplined their souls—who have
reached this rank, and they are exceedingly rare. However, artists at the
levels of discoverers and bearers of the symbol are far more numerous, and
each, according to their position, carries a part of art’s sacred mission.

Keywords: Islamic Art, Sacred Art, Traditionalism, Symbol, Symbolic Art,
Mystical Art
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of the lower and regarded the lower levels as symbols of the higher levels.
The existence of pairs of form and meaning is one of the systems that holds
significance in the world of creation and, consequently, in religious law.
The connection between meaning and its manifestation in form differs
across various artistic expressions. An artist, depending on the worldview
and culture in which he is raised, chooses different methods to achieve this
manifestation in his art, just as the cosmos itself consists of multiple levels.
One level belongs to the world of meaning, and another to the world of
form. Between these two, other levels also exist. However, each level acts
as a veil to the level above it, preventing the perception of the meanings and
truths of the higher levels within the lower ones.

Often, in the transmission of meanings from the world of meaning to the
world of form, the artist undergoes a stage of decoding and a stage of
encoding. In the stage of decoding, the artist interprets the symbols of the
natural world—namely the world of creation—and engages in discovering
or unveiling the secrets of this world. Undoubtedly, symbols are not
unveiled through intellect or sensation alone; rather, the inner capacities of
intuition and insight within the human being make decoding possible. By
outlining the levels of these worlds and their relationship in the processes
of symbolization and decoding by the artist, one can identify three stages—
concealment, unveiling, and manifestation—in the process of creating a
work of art.

In the stage of unveiling, the artist decodes the natural world and extracts
meanings from nature, matter, or the world of creation. But in the stage
of manifestation, these meanings must enter human artistic works. This
stage in the creative process can be described as manifestation. Since in
the manifestation stage, great meanings must once again transform into
material-world appearances, the artist is inevitably required to once again
use symbols and manifest meaning through symbolic forms. Therefore, it
could be said that the work of the artist is both decoding and encoding.
The artist expresses meanings through forms and symbols so that each
person, according to his capacity, may perceive these meanings. The position
of the artist in the process of creating a work of art is of great importance.
This person’s (the artist’s) view of art is not merely as a profession or a
means of earning a livelihood, but as a mission. For a Muslim artist, this
mission is the decoding of the world—a decoding that reveals the mysteries
of existence and manifests them through art. The Muslim artist often learns
artistic skills within a traditional culture and civilization under the guidance
of a master craftsman. However, before teaching the technical skills, the
master first imparts the ethics and values of the craft. In the process of
creating artworks, each artist, depending on the refinement and discipline
of his soul and his connection to the world of meaning, establishes a
different relationship with the concept of the symbol. One group seeks a
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Extended abstract

The language of symbols and mysteries is one of the methods of expression
and creation in artistic and literary works by the artist. Certain artistic schools
and movements—such as conceptual art, abstract art, art created based on
religious and spiritual elements, art produced by mystics or followers of
Sfutuwwa, and artworks formed within the context of symbol, sign, and
myth—are closely linked to the language of symbols and mysteries.
According to Iranian sages and mystics, meaning can manifest both
externally and internally. The general audience can understand the apparent
meaning; however, understanding the inner meaning requires knowledge
and intuitive awareness. Inner meaning is symbol and mystery, and it can
only be discovered by those familiar with symbolic knowledge. In Sufi
terminology, a symbol is the inner meaning concealed beneath the outward
words, inaccessible to those outside the path. Here, the symbol refers to
what is hidden beneath apparent speech.

This article analyzes the relationship that the Muslim artist establishes with
different degrees of the symbol. This analysis is based on the positions of
the Muslim artist in relation to concepts of symbolization and deciphering
across various levels. The research method of this article is descriptive-
analytical in nature. The information-gathering method is library-based and
relies on indexing tools from primary sources of Traditionalist thinkers and
explanatory secondary sources. These library sources are related to the
subject of symbol, symbolization, and decoding in Islamic art. Data analysis
is conducted qualitatively with a qualitative content analysis approach. The
research findings are obtained through the lens of Traditionalist thinkers
such as René Guénon—a scholar who, believing in the relationship between
form and shape and their levels, considered the higher realm as the archetype
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symbol in itself, typically features Qur’anic verses, poetry, or religious
phrases, directly mirroring the deep-seated faith and cultural values of its
time. A semiotic analysis, particularly through Roland Barthes’ lens, reveals
that the carpet’s design, patterns, and colors are deeply rooted in the Safavid
era’s cultural, philosophical, and religious thought, especially its evolving
Shi’ism. Driven by the flourishing of religious sciences and Qur’anic
interpretations under Shah Ismail I, artists imbued their work with Shi’ite,
religious, and mystical themes. Thus, the carpet’s motifs transcend mere
decoration, becoming a vibrant reflection of the era’s ideas, ideals, values,
and myths.

The Sheikh Safi carpet’s motifs transcend mere religious reflection,
embodying a sophisticated semantic system interwoven with explicit and
implicit cultural codes. Semiotic analysis reveals a rich tapestry of meaning,
portraying the religious worldview and aesthetic ideals of the Safavid artists
through mythological motifs, visual structure, and associative axes. More
than just a reminder of Iranian-Islamic culture, this hand-woven masterpiece
narrates a collective unconscious, echoing ancient symbols, desires, and
cultural ties. Examining the carpet’s symbols and myths highlights the
artist’s intimate connection with their environment. As a cultural text
decoded through Barthes’ theory, the Sheikh Safi carpet unlocks a deeper
understanding of the Safavid period’s artistic values. Its motifs reflect a
transcendent world and an eternal garden of paradise rooted in the vision
of the artists. The belief in an ideal world and an eternal garden of paradise
can be considered one of the most important characteristics of the Sheikh
Safi carpet.

Keywords: Sheikh Safi Carpet, Roland Barthes, Semiotics, Symbology,
Visual Elements
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louver’s color, matching the background, exemplifies the assemblage axis,
while complementary colors in the border motifs highlight the succession
axis. This interplay is further seen in the harmonious relationship between
Khatai and Eslimi patterns. Ultimately, the meticulous arrangement of all
visual elements, through both assemblage and succession, unifies the design
to convey a singular concept.

In Barthes’ semiotics, “signification”—the link between signifier (form)
and signified (concept)—drives meaning-making, shaped by social and
cultural structures. This process involves both explicit and implicit layers.
For instance, the Abbasid tulip in the Sheikh Safi carpet explicitly denotes
beauty and order. Yet, implicitly, it symbolizes heaven, power, unity, and
spirituality within Iranian-Islamic culture. Beyond its natural depiction,
contextual analysis reveals deeper political, historical, and mythological
implications, showcasing the rich, multi-layered meanings embedded in this
visual sign. In the Sheikh Safi carpet, the explicit meaning of its imagery
initially presents as decorative artistry. However, a deeper semiotic analysis
of its signs and codes reveals multi-layered meanings, moving beyond this
initial perception to implicit interpretations. This analysis shows that the
motifs, far from being mere decoration, embody a cosmological worldview
where each shape functions as a profound symbol.

Fundamental to this semiotic understanding are the prominent binary
oppositions: “inside/outside,” “‘unity/multiplicity,” and color contrasts
like “dark/light” and “warm/cold” between the main text and border. The
central bergamot, for example, symbolizes a powerful, paradise-creating
force, while the floral background represents unity within plurality. These
contrasts underscore a dualistic visual composition, deeply aligned with the
ritual and cultural foundations of the Safavid era.

Semiotics examines the structure of communication codes, as understanding
a sign’s meaning relies on deciphering its embedded code. These codes,
spanning categories like spoken/written, verbal/non-verbal, scientific,
social, aesthetic, hermeneutic, and cultural, must be meaningful to their
audience to convey a message effectively. In hand-woven carpets, the
semiotic system’s code forms the framework for motif interpretation.
Specifically, the Ardabil carpet’s code incorporates social, mythological,
and cultural elements. Its prominent lanterns, acting as mythological codes,
symbolize the connection between heaven and earth and divine light. Their
symbolic understanding extends to illuminating a mosque or representing a
heavenly sign, with their suspended form further emphasizing this celestial
link.

The Sheikh Safi carpet is a profound cultural artifact, weaving together a
rich tapestry of symbols, values, and shared beliefs. It powerfully embodies
the social and cultural identity of the Iranian people, with every thread
reflecting human ingenuity and spirit. The carpet’s inscription, a cultural
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operates as a semiotic system, where each visual element reflects profound
cultural, religious, and artistic meanings.

This research uniquely employs semiotic theory to highlight concepts
embedded within the carpet, presenting an image of a garden and paradise
that reflects the weaver’s aesthetic sensibility. Many of its symbols and
visual elements, deeply connected to religious beliefs and life rituals,
have long been overlooked. This qualitative study employs both detailed
analysis and semiotic system analysis to examine the carpet. Barthes, as a
semiotician and mythologist, is always in search of hidden meanings and
concepts behind seemingly trivial and ordinary forms. He has been active
in the pursuit of meaning and decoding, both in the field of literature and
in other cultural and artistic domains. These research results are innovative
as they offer the first comprehensive and systematic analysis of the carpet
using Roland Barthes’ semiotic theory, whereas previous studies have
focused on historical, technical, and aesthetic aspects. This study uncovers
the carpet’s hidden semantic and cultural layers, revealing its connection
to Safavid society’s beliefs and values. Key analytical axes include
mythology, motif relationships (coexistence and succession), explicit and
implicit implications, binary oppositions, Barthes’ codes, and the influence
of culture on the art’s creation.

In primitive societies, myths extended beyond the natural world, holding
sacred significance. Iranian art, deeply intertwined with symbolism, reflects
religious beliefs, decorative motifs, and socio-cultural influences. In the
Sheikh Safi carpet, the Abbasi tulip motif embodies the myth of earthly
paradise and mystical ascension. This flower, a symbol of love, mysticism,
and martyrdom in Iranian culture. The appearance of this flower - which
resembles a cup - is reminiscent of the blood of martyrs and lovers. Its
presence in the carpet signifies the weaver’s aspiration for divine perfection
and immortality. The tulip is a symbol of eternal life; because it blooms
again every year and displays its beauty, reminiscent of resurrection myths.
The bergamot’s mythical design visually represents the Garden of Eden at
the carpet’s center, symbolizing the connection between the material and
spiritual realms. The bergamot, a water-filled basin, embodies the spiritual
center, while its four elements (water, wind, earth, and fire) suggest human
transcendence from the material to the spiritual. Geometric motifs, featuring
sun rays and a central sun, evoke a fertile, abundant paradise, reflecting a
mythological cosmic order and harmony beyond mere decoration.

In the Ardabil carpet, the axes of juxtaposition and substitution in design and
color are of particular importance. Juxtaposition is based on how elements
are placed together and their functional combination, while substitution
refers to how elements are replaced and selected from among different
options. The carpet’s border—composed of narrow and wide bands,
louvers, and chains—demonstrates sophisticated visual harmony. The
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Extended abstract

In this study, the carpet of the tomb of Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili, the jewel
of the handmade art of the Safavid period, is examined with the semiotic
approach of Roland Barthes, a prominent French theorist. The main goal is
to decipher the hidden semantic layers of the carpet motifs by focusing on
the systems of significations, cultural codes, and symbols used in it, relying
on Barthes’ theories. The main research questions are 1. What systems of
signification and cultural discourses have played a role in the formation of
meaning and the role-playing of the carpet elements? 2. How do the visual
elements of the carpet of Sheikh Safi’s tomb represent myths about culture,
power, or mysticism through the secondary signification system in Roland
Barthes’ theoretical framework?

Employing a descriptive-analytical method, data for this research were
gathered and analyzed through library resources. The Sheikh Safi al-Din
Ardabili carpet, an exquisite piece symbolizing the zenith of Safavid art
and mysticism, once graced the tombs of Safavid royalty. Woven during the
reign of Shah Tahmasp for his ancestor, one of this world-renowned pair
resides in London’s Victoria and Albert Museum, while the other is held
in the Los Angeles Museum of Art. Beyond mere decoration, its structure
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of sacred truth within the artwork. It delves into how the artwork acts as a
locus for divine presence, enabling an immediate spiritual apprehension for
the beholder. This is approached through an interpretive phenomenological
lens, where the cumulative understanding from previous levels leads to an
intuitive grasp of cosmic order (Qadar) and Divine beauty and majesty.
This research successfully articulated a novel theoretical framework for
the Razavi School of Art based on Dr. Hassan Bolkhari’s “Qadar theory,”
leading to the “Seven Stages of the Manifestation of Qadar” theory. This
framework offers a systematic and practical approach to reading and
analyzing the artworks of the Razavi School. Accordingly, Razavi artworks
are defined not only by their temporal and spatial connection to the Holy
Shrine but also by their inherent capacity for analysis through these seven
levels of manifestation. These artworks, by leveraging the concept of Qadar
as divine order and geometry and Tajalli as the manifestation of sacred truth,
express Razavi teachings and spiritual values, guiding the audience towards
contemplation and inner intuition. The application of this framework to
prominent examples of Razavi art, such as the Goharshad Mosque and the
Golden Iwan of the Atiq Courtyard, demonstrated its efficacy in uncovering
the hidden semantic and aesthetic layers of these works. Ultimately, this
study aims to fill a theoretical gap in the understanding of the Razavi
School of Art and contribute to the broader field of Islamic art studies. It
provides a valuable model for future research in religious art and a guide for
contemporary artists inspired by Razavi spiritual heritage.

Keywords: Razavi School of Art, Qadar Theory, Hassan Bolkhari, Seven
Stages of the Manifestation of Qadar, Islamic Aesthetics, Holy Shrine of
Imam Reza, Art Analysis, Theoretical Framework
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(e.g., architectural balance) and vice-versa, led to the structuring of the
seven levels. These levels represent successive stages of the manifestation
of Divine Qadar in art: Light as the Source of Qadar, Geometry as the
Language of Qadar, Motifs and Symbols as Bearers of Qadar, Moderation
as the Principle of Qadar, Ornamentation as the Manifestation of Qadar,
Spiritual Space as the Environment of Qadar, and the Identity of Razavi Art
as the Outcome of these Manifestations.

For a preliminary evaluation of the framework’s functionality, a case
study approach with purposive sampling was employed. Two prominent
examples from the Holy Shrine’s architecture—the Goharshad Mosque and
the Golden Iwan of the Atiq Courtyard—were analyzed in detail. These
analyses served as a pilot testing of the framework, aiming to elucidate and
clarify the theoretical levels within a real-world artistic context, rather than
for definitive validation. To enhance the internal validity of the research,
strategies such as data triangulation, negative case analysis, and peer review
by independent experts were utilized.

The core finding of this research is the introduction and elucidation of
the “Seven Stages of the Manifestation of Qadar.” This theory provides a
structured and systematic framework for reading, analyzing, and interpreting
artworks of the Razavi School, moving from the tangible and sensory
aspects to the deeper semantic and spiritual layers. Each level focuses on a
specific aspect of the artwork and the manifestation of sacred truth within
it:

Level One: Geometric and Structural Reading: Examines the underlying
geometric composition, symmetry, and proportional systems, viewing them
as a manifestation of Divine Qadar and cosmic order.

Level Two: Reading of Visual Components: Focuses on sensory elements
like color, light, texture, and motifs, analyzing their role in creating aesthetic
beauty and conveying meaning in harmony with Divine order.

Level Three: Symbolic and Codified Reading: Deciphers the symbolic
language, iconography, and hidden meanings within the artwork, linking
them to their source in Divine.

Level Four: Spiritual-Thematic Reading: Explores the overt spiritual and
doctrinal messages embedded in the artwork, connecting them to Islamic
and Razavi teachings and the purposeful order of creation.

Level Five: Pilgrimage-Centered Reading: Considers the phenomenological
and spiritual experience of the pilgrim or viewer, analyzing how the artwork
evokes emotions and spiritual states during ziyarah (pilgrimage).

Level Six: Historical and Cultural Contextualization: Situates the artwork
within its specific historical, cultural, social, and political “Qadar” (time and
place), addressing how external factors shaped its production and reception.
Level Seven: Reading of Divine Presence and Intuition: This ultimate level
aims for a supra-sensory and intuitive understanding of the manifestation
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elucidate its theoretical foundations, a specific framework for the Razavi
School, particularly in light of Imam Reza’s (PBUH) concept of “Qadar,”
remained a critical necessity. This research directly addresses this gap by
proposing an innovative and comprehensive analytical model.

The primary necessity for this research stems from the need to move beyond
mere descriptive or historical accounts of Razavi art and provide a robust
theoretical framework for its interpretation. This study aims to answer two
fundamental questions: Firstly, what criteria define artworks belonging to
the Razavi School of Art? Secondly, how can artworks of this school be
read and analyzed using the theory of Qadar? The main objective is to
articulate and explain the “Seven Stages of the Manifestation of Qadar”
theory, which offers a comprehensive and practical approach to understand
the aesthetic and spiritual foundations of Razavi art. This framework can
serve as a valuable tool for future research in Islamic and religious art, and
provide guidance for contemporary artists seeking inspiration from Razavi
teachings.

This qualitative study is based on the “theory development” approach and
the “systematic theory abstraction development” model. This structured
model is for expanding conceptual frameworks in qualitative research,
which leads to the construction or development of theory through the back-
and-forth between theoretical concepts and empirical data. The research
employs analytical-interpretive methods:

a. Conceptual Thematic Analysis: This method was used to extract
key concepts of Qadar theory and its religious, mystical, and aesthetic
foundations. The Sources analyzed included the works of Dr. Hassan
Bolkhari (especially Qadar: The Theory of Art and Beauty in Islamic
Civilization), religious texts (the Holy Quran and Hadiths, including Imam
Reza’s (PBUH) hadith on geometry), and Islamic mystical and philosophical
texts (such as the works of Suhrawardi and Ibn Arabi). The process involved
open conceptual coding, thematic categorization, and conceptual mapping
to form the initial conceptual structure. MAXQDA software and manual
analytical tables were used for coding and mapping.

b. Artistic Discourse Analysis: This method was applied to interpret specific
examples of Razavi art and architecture as multi-layered cultural texts. This
analysis facilitated the application of the theoretical framework to empirical
instances.

The development of the “Seven Stages of the Manifestation of Qadar”
framework commenced with the extraction of foundational concepts from
theoretical and religious texts. Concepts like “Tajalli” (manifestation),
rooted in Quranic verses and mystical interpretations, served as theoretical
bases. Subsequently, using deductive-inductive reasoning, abstract concepts
were linked with empirical observations. This process of moving from
general principles (e.g., Qadar as cosmic order) to specific artistic features
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Extended abstract

The Razavi School of Art stands as an authentic and distinct current within
the vast panorama of Islamic art. It represents a confluence of profound
faith, deep spiritual knowledge, and artistic creativity that has blossomed
and evolved within the sacred precinct of the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza
(PBUH) in Mashhad, Iran. This school is not merely a collection of
disparate artworks; rather, it constitutes a coherent intellectual and aesthetic
system rooted in monotheistic doctrines and the teachings of the Ahl al-
Bayt, particularly the conduct and sayings of the eighth Imam of Shia
Muslims. The Imam’s noble hadith regarding “Qadar” (Divine Measure,
Order, Proportion, and Destiny), where it is defined as “geometry and the
setting of limits,” can be considered a foundational theoretical pillar of this
school. This is because it emphasizes order, proportion, and harmony as
manifestations of Divine wisdom in creation and, consequently, in art. The
Razavi School of Art endeavors to embody the sacred truth and pure Razavi
spirituality through form, structure, color, light, and symbolism, such that
the artwork itself acts as a gateway to the realm of meaning, guiding the
beholder towards contemplation and inner intuition.

Despite the immense artistic and spiritual value of the Razavi School of
Art, there has been a notable absence of a cohesive theoretical framework
for its comprehensive analysis. Previous studies in Islamic art generally
addressed its various aspects, and while attempts have been made to
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have operated, which may have been intended by the artist. It should be
added that this study aims to address issues that have so far been neglected
or that have not been adequately addressed by the researchers.

According to the conducted studies, it was determined that many of the
concepts intended by Khwaja Abdullah Ansari are evident among the
positive characters in the painting: paying attention to the countless blessings
of God, looking forward to God’s blessings, taking a lesson from the people
of affliction, recognizing the greatness of God as the most important way
to avoid sin, realizing the soul as the root of contamination with major and
minor sins, acknowledging God’s punishment in the hereafter as a way to
reduce sins, understanding the profit and loss of the days of life, avoiding
idleness, and taking advantage of the remaining life and the company of the
righteous.

On the other hand, the things that the negative characters in the picture
have been drawn to and have suffered loss from are as follows: not paying
attention to the inner preacher (reason), not noticing to divine mercy and the
unseen, not valuing the truth, not recognizing the self and not acknowledging
the promise of the truth, not listening to knowledge, not responding to the
calls for respect and not associating with the righteous, not studying sins
and not honoring the truth, not realizing the value of the precious life, not
making up for what has been lost, not taking a lesson from the plight of
those in calamity, and leaving the company of the righteous.

In summary, the study of the painting demonstrates that Behzad and Sultan
Ali were highly successful in conveying the message in the depiction of
the drowning bearded man. The themes in Attar’s poetry emphasize self-
awareness, renouncing worldly attachments, and learning from the plight
of those who suffer. Behzad skillfully captures these concepts by portraying
a bearded man in the act of drowning, symbolizing neglect of mindfulness
and awakening at the beginning of spiritual practice. Sultan Ali further
reinforces these ideas by inscribing Attar’s poetry, highlighting the profound
meanings embedded within from the perspective of the Elder of Herat.
Ultimately, the painting provides an allegorical representation of Attar,
brought to life through Behzad’s depiction of the bearded man effectively
illustrating a lack of awakening from heedlessness and inattentiveness to
the path toward God.

Keywords: Practical Mysticism, Abdullah Ansari, Yaqzah, Persian Painting,
Spirituality
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the problem solving, which is a characteristic of the cognitive approach,
and also using reasoning, analysis, and division; he has examined the issues
and solved the problem of reaching the Yagzah (Awakening). His goal is
to adapt to internal actions such as gratitude for blessings, recognition of
shortcomings or, in other words, reviewing one’s own performance and
fearing the deceit of others. For this purpose, Abdullah Ansari takes his
disciple forward step by step. Therefore, the gradual nature of Islamic
mysticism is very important; that is, until a disciple passes through one
stage, no other stage will be presented to them.

Yagzah in its literal sense means “awakening” and stands in contrast to
sleep. In Islamic mysticism, it refers to the state of awakening from the
slumber of heedlessness, leading to awareness and attention toward the path
of divine proximity and spiritual journey toward God. Yagzah is considered
the first light that illuminates the heart of a seeker, marking the beginning
of true spiritual life with the radiance of awakening and mindfulness. The
spiritual guides regard Yaqzah as the initial condition for entering the realm
of spiritual wayfaring, or, in essence, the first station on the path toward God.
At the moment of death, all individuals witness the realities of existence
and the insignificance of worldly matters, as well as the grandeur of the
realms beyond death. They also realize the immense right that the God has
over them, a truth that often remains neglected during their lifetime. For a
seeker, this awakening occurs at the very first step of their spiritual journey.
They become conscious of truths that are typically unveiled for others only
at the time of death. This newfound awareness prompts them to value the
remaining time in their life and strive earnestly toward attaining closer
proximity to God.

Regarding humans as well, if their inner eye opens while they are still in this
world, meaning before their departure, the same meaning applies. Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) emphasizes this concept, stating that one who possesses
an inner moral guide is granted divine protection. He further explains that
when God seeks goodness for a servant, He places such an admonisher
within his heart. Hence, the catalyst for awakening is this very inner guide,
an intrinsic force that calls individuals to move and journey toward God.
According to a prominent mystic, Abdullah Ansari, Yagzah consists of three
components: directing the heart’s attention to divine blessings, reflecting on
one’s sins, and recognizing the immense value of one’s lifespan.

Applying a descriptive-analytical approach and using library resources (real
and virtual), this study has analyzed the subject in a qualitative manner. On
this basis, by selecting a painting from the Herat School of Mantiq al-Tayr,
“Drowning of the Bearded Man”, it has analyzed and interpreted all the
visual and written elements of the painting and examined the relationship
between Yaqzah, or awakening, as the first stage in practical mysticism,
with the overall story of the painting and the way the characters in the story
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Farid al-Din Attar Neyshaburi is one of the most prolific poets in the Persian
language. His works, especially Mantiq al-Tayr, translated into various
languages, have many admirers from all over the world. Attar himself
acknowledged the sweetness of his words and pen, and he admitted this
about Mantiq al-Tayr in specific. On the other hand, Mantiq al-Tayr is one of
the most cited texts in literary research, and illustrated manuscripts inspired
by it are also among the most cited research works in the field of artistic
research. In this research, the Mantiq al-Tayr preserved in the Metropolitan
Museum, which is significant due to Kamal al-Din Behzad’s participation
and supervision over some of its illustrations, has been studied because of
its high-quality artistry and the skillful incorporation of profound mystical
points within the realities of everyday life.

On the other hand, Khwaja Abdullah Ansari is one of the great mystics and
ascetics of the Khorasan region who, with his monumental work Manazil al-
Sa’airin, has provided valuable services in the path of practical spirituality
for the seekers of the right way. In this book, he has explained all the
stages of the spiritual journey step by step and has scrutinized its dos and
don’ts. Using his experiences and beliefs, Abdullah Ansari has presented a
specific interpretation of how to achieve Yagzah (Awakening). Regarding
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