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2.Zen
4. Durational Performances

1. Performance Art
3. Marilyn Arsem
5. 100 Ways to Consider Time 6. Eihei Dogen
7. Gilles Deleuze 8. Toshihiko Izutsu
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22. Aware
24. Site Specific
26. Museum Of FineArt, Boston, Massachusetts, USA
27. Sands of Time
Wednesday, 11/11/15 3:30 pm — 9:30 pm I turned an hourglass over six times, ending just at 9:30 pm.
1 placed a small stone at the edge of the table to mark each hour, lining them up across the front.
28. Earthquakes Thursday, 11/19/15 3:30 pm -- 9:30 pm
I measured my body by unrolling a length of blue masking tape, which I put on the floor.
I lay down along it on my back and placed nine rocks below and above my knees and then five up my torso.
1 started the stopwatch to see how long I could stay still enough for the rocks to remain on my body.
When they fell, I wrote the time on the tape on the floor.

23.Yugen
25. Durational Performance
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29. Longest Day Tuesday, 12/1/15 10:30 am -- 4:30 pm
I asked the audience if they would answer the question, “What was the longest day in your life?”
It was not always an easy or comfortable conversation as people told stories of their lives.

30. One Line Tuesday
12/8/15 10:30 am --4:30 pm I drew a continuous line on a single piece of paper that stretched around the walls of the room, reversing
The direction as I got to the doorway. I changed the color every half hour.

31. Salt Thursday
2/18/16 3:30 pm -- 9:30 pm In advance of the performance, I piled salt into a long mound equivalent to my weight and height. I lay under
a blanket, parallel to it. Sometimes I was on my back, sometimes on my side looking at it. My eyes were open the entire time. This day I
was dressed in white, unlike all the other days when I wore black.

32. Flowers Friday
2/19/16 3:30 pm — 9:30 pm I had nine closed tulips blossoms in three vases. I invited the audience to join me in watching them open over
the course of the six hours.
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artist’s visual life within the context of Iranian culture and his intuitive per-
ception of visual traditions. Ash’ari has succeeded in reconciling the visual
intuition of the past with the simplified and minimalist language of con-
temporary graphics and illustration, creating a structure in which feeling
and geometry coexist in a dialectical balance. The current research reveals
that the connection of contemporary illustration to authentic Persian min-
iature is not limited to reproducing nostalgic signs or ancient figurative el-
ements. Mehdi Ash’ari shows that the visual identity of miniature painting
lies, above all else, in the method of structural thinking, surface engineering,
generative patterns of motifs, and the organization of the spatial realm. By
stripping away the pluralistic arrays and revealing the geometric network
and guide lines of the image, he has achieved a modern essence of tradi-
tion. Comparing this organization with Keith Critchlow’s theory of sacred
geometry clarifies that these works reproduce the same principle of unity in
multiplicity through symmetry, modularity, combination of viewer levels,
and the creation of geometric balance between lines and flat colors. This re-
search suggests that contemporary designers and illustrators should, instead
of adopting superficial and formalistic approaches, delve into understanding
the structural geometry and foundational patterns of traditional art, in order
to enable the creation of an original, modern, and deep-rooted language in
contemporary Iranian illustration.

Keywords: Sacred Geometry, Persian Miniature, Illustration, Keith Critch-
low, Mehdi Ash’ari
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architectural wall surfaces, skies, mountains, and even the garments and
cloaks of figures, are shaped by modular grid patterns, checkerboard divi-
sions, parallelograms, and angular arrangements. This method of linear and
motif organization perfectly corresponds to the concept of “generative pat-
terns” in Keith Critchlow’s theory. Critchlow proves that in sacred geometry,
all complex patterns result from the expansion and repetition of symmetries
from a central point or a base grid. In Ash’ari’s works, decorative motifs do
not exist in addition to the form; rather, the structure itself is the motif. The
thick, sharp, and steady outline contours, which are one of the main features
of miniature painting, have acquired an engineering function here; the rigid,
geometricized lines dissolve human and animal elements into the heart of
the background’s geometric grid, creating an integrated and interconnected
whole that indicates the fundamental principle of unity in multiplicity.

The greatest commonality between Ash’ari’s illustrations and Persian min-
iature is manifested in the method of understanding and recreating “space.”
Ash’ari rejects the Renaissance Euclidean single-point perspective visual
system, which is based on the finite observer’s angle of view, and instead
utilizes “multi-tiered space’ and “multiple perspective.” In his compositions,
planes are placed on top of each other in a tiered and vertical manner. Similar
to the miniature painting of the Herat school, elements that are farther away
in physical reality are drawn higher in the frame without becoming smaller.
More importantly, the viewing angle relative to the various components of
a frame is variable; for example, a pool or carpet placed on the floor of the
image is drawn with a completely perpendicular top-down angle, while the
adjacent figures are seen from a frontal or three-quarter angle, and the archi-
tectural elements in the background are drawn with an oblique angle. This
juxtaposition of heterogeneous viewing angles within a coherent whole is
exactly the placeless and surreal spatialization of Persian miniature, which
frees the artwork’s space from the constraints of material time and place and
connects it to the realm of the imaginal world. In a comparative reading of
the works with Critchlow’s patterns, it becomes clear that Ash’ari utilizes
golden geometric relationships and guide circles to regulate the dynamics
within the frame. Although the appearance of the works might seem static
due to the angularity of the forms, the structural lines that guide the gaze
form a spiral and rotational movement within the image, which begins from
the corners of the frame and leads the audience’s gaze to the narrative and
semantic center of gravity of the image. This rotational movement is exactly
the energy structure of generative circles that Critchlow emphasizes in the
geometric drawing of Shamsehs (rosettes) and sacred knots; a hidden order
that compels the audience’s eye to rotate in a semantic journey within the
image to experience a stable equilibrium.

A notable point in this analysis is that the reflection of this geometry in Me-
hdi Ash’ari’s works is not necessarily the result of mechanical adherence to
Critchlow’s books or conscious mystical claims; rather, it is rooted in the
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Herat and Safavid Tabriz schools) which are based on the rejection of depth
perception and Euclidean single-point perspective, the elimination of chiar-
oscuro, and a reliance on pure color surfaces and cyclical compositions; and
on the other hand, the views of Keith Critchlow, a prominent traditionalist
philosopher, architect, and theorist, regarding Sacred Geometry. Critchlow
believes that geometry in traditional and Islamic art is the symbolic language
of creation and a reflection of cosmic order. From his perspective, geometric
forms are not merely mental abstractions but are considered objective arche-
types that begin with the circle as a symbol of absolute unity and, through
symmetrical and generative divisions, expand into polygons, squares, tri-
angles, and ultimately into complex and infinite networks, embodying the
transition from multiplicity to unity. The research method in this study is
qualitative, and its nature is descriptive-analytical with a comparative ap-
proach. The research population includes the collection of Mehdi Ash’ari’s
book illustrations created based on ancient or indigenous themes. From these
works, samples were selected using a purposeful sampling method, specifi-
cally those works that exhibit the highest degree of geometric structure and
structural connection to the visual traditions of the past, serving as the basis
for study and visual dissection. Data collection was conducted through li-
brary and documentary research, alongside a precise visual analysis of the
image layers. The analytical tool involves deconstructing the image structure
based on three fundamental components: “Surface,” “Pattern,” and “Space,”
and precisely matching the peripheral lines, axes of balance, and underlying
networks of the works with Critchlow’s patterns of Sacred Geometry. Visual
and structural analysis of Mehdi Ash’ari’s works shows that the process of
image creation in his works relies on a kind of “structural reductionism.”
Unlike past miniaturists, who hid the geometric skeleton of the work be-
neath a multitude of renderings, minute motifs, and illuminations, he has
pushed aside these decorative coverings and exposes the underlying geomet-
ric structure, rendering it naked and transparent to the viewer.

In Ash’ari’s works, the two-dimensional realm of the image is fully recog-
nized. Faithful to the tradition of miniature, he rejects any volumizing, light
gradients, and chiaroscuro that might evoke a false sense of realistic depth.
The surface in his works is divided into explicit geometric sections, separat-
ed color patches, and flat planes. From a color-theoretical perspective, the
intelligent use of intense contrasts between flat surfaces serves a structural
function. The dominant colors in his works are a combination of lapis lazuli,
turquoise, ochre, crimson, and matte gold, which recall the color harmony
of the Herat school and, in particular, the tile and brick work of Safavid
architecture. These flat color surfaces intensify the geometric boundaries;
meaning that color serves to reinforce geometric borders and differentiate
planes rather than to represent natural light. An examination of the motifs
and linear design in Ash’ari’s works demonstrates the precise application
of geometric grids. The elements present in the image, including floorings,
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Extended Abstract

Throughout its historical trajectory and various stylistic evolutions, the art
of Persian miniature has always been founded upon a structure in which the
boundaries between inner intuition and mathematical discipline are inter-
twined. In this visual system, geometry was not merely a technical tool for
drawing or a mechanical method for dividing the frame; rather, it served as
a fundamental framework for expressing a worldview and organizing the
sacred and imaginal realm of the artwork. By employing latent lines, con-
centric circles, the golden ratio, and modular grids, the traditional miniaturist
created a space that, despite the multiplicity of visual elements, achieved
a coherent and harmonious unity. However, in the contemporary era, with
the influx of Western modernist currents into the field of Iranian visual arts,
traditional visual structures underwent fundamental transformations. In the
realm of contemporary Iranian illustration, many artists, when encountering
their visual heritage, have settled for superficial mimicry, borrowing histor-
ical figures and costumes, or merely simulating ornamental patterns. This
approach has often resulted in a type of decorative and museum-like for-
malism, drifting away from the essence and structural origins of the minia-
ture. Among the contemporary generation of illustrators, Mehdi Ash’ari’s
approach offers a different path to the audience. Ash’ari’s works represent a
conscious or intuitive effort to re-read the structural foundations of Persian
miniature. Instead of halting at superficial forms and elaborate decorative
renderings, he delves into the internal logic of the image, the order of struc-
tural lines, and the method of spatial organization.

The theoretical framework of this study is formed by the convergence of
two epistemological domains: on one hand, the analysis of the geometric
structure and spatial organization in the masterpieces of Persian miniature )
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stitutional priorities embedded in national curriculum policies and textbook
production guidelines.

Although Persian is a central pillar of Iranian national identity, it is ad-
dressed mainly through textual exercises rather than visual celebration.
Overall, the textbooks rely heavily on religious and historical symbolism
while offering only limited representation of internal heterogeneity or ex-
ternal contemporary influences.

These patterns may affect how students from different ethnic or linguistic
backgrounds perceive their place within the national narrative.

In conclusion, the illustrations in Persian primary school textbooks from
the 2010s do not present a fully balanced or comprehensive portrayal of
Iranian national identity; instead, they selectively emphasize religious val-
ues, socio-moral norms, and canonical historical symbols while giving less
attention to ethnic diversity, modern and global dimensions, and visual ref-
erences to the Persian language.

Fairclough’s framework proves useful for showing that these patterns are
systematic and correspond to the official educational discourse and institu-
tional policies of the period.

The textbooks thus function as instruments for the gradual, grade-appro-
priate cultivation of a specific and officially favored version of national
identity rather than a full reflection of the cultural, linguistic, and social
diversity of Iranian society.

Keywords: National Identity, Critical Discourse Analysis, Educational II-
lustration, Persian Textbooks, Primary Education
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level, the relationship between each illustration’s meaning and its accom-
panying text, pedagogical context, and wider discursive practices within the
educational system was examined.

At the explanation level, the identified patterns were linked to official edu-
cational policies, the Fundamental Reform Document of Education, and the
institutional framework of curriculum development.

The analysis revealed systematic patterns in the representation of nation-
al identity components across the textbooks. Religious values, including
scenes of prayer, mosques, Quranic references, and veiling, socio-moral
concepts such as helping others, respect for elders, and patriotism expressed
through flags and martyrs’ imagery, and cultural-historical symbols such as
Nowruz appeared frequently and were present in most of the analyzed il-
lustrations.

By contrast, ethnic and cultural diversity, modern or global dimensions of
national identity, and the Persian language itself were significantly less rep-
resented.

The Persian language appeared almost exclusively within written texts and
calligraphy exercises; in illustrations, it was visible mainly as written words
on blackboards or signs rather than as a spoken or symbolic visual motif.
Ethnic diversity was depicted in only a limited number of images, and when
present, it tended to be stereotypical or superficial.

Differences across grade levels were also evident: in grades 1 through 3,
identity components were represented directly and explicitly, for example
through a child performing prayers or a clear depiction of the national flag,
whereas in grades 4 through 6, representations became more symbolic, in-
direct, and interpretively demanding.

A clear division of labor emerged between textual and visual content: the
written text carried the primary burden of linguistic identity formation, in-
cluding Persian grammar, spelling, and reading comprehension, while illus-
trations primarily conveyed religious and moral socialization.

The findings indicate a consistent alignment between the visual discourse
of the textbooks and the official educational discourse of Islamic-Iranian
identity.

At the descriptive level, formal features such as bright and positive color
schemes for religious scenes, as well as the limited or absent depiction of
non-Persian ethnic attire, reflect a hierarchy of valued identity components.
At the interpretive level, the graded difference in representation corresponds
to assumptions about students’ cognitive and developmental stages: lower
grades rely on direct and unambiguous images to facilitate the internaliza-
tion of core values, while higher grades use more symbolic and indirect
representations that may be intended to encourage interpretive skills.

At the explanatory level, the underrepresentation of ethnic diversity, mod-
ern or global elements, and the Persian language in illustrations reflects in-
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Extended Abstract

National identity is widely recognized as a foundational element of social
and cultural cohesion, and educational systems, particularly at the primary
level, play a significant role in transmitting and reinforcing its components
among young learners.

Textbooks are among the main vehicles of this process, and their illustra-
tions are especially important because they convey cultural values, beliefs,
and symbolic meanings in an indirect, durable, and age-appropriate manner.
In the context of the Islamic Republic of Iran, formal education has consis-
tently been used as a key instrument for shaping and consolidating national
identity.

This study therefore examines the Persian language textbooks (Bekhanim)
used in Iranian primary schools during the 2010s (1390-1399 Solar Hijri)
to investigate how the components of national identity are visually repre-
sented, which components are emphasized more strongly, and how these
representations operate across Fairclough’s three levels of description, in-
terpretation, and explanation.

The research adopts Norman Fairclough’s framework of Critical Discourse
Analysis as its theoretical and analytical lens and employs a qualitative,
descriptive-analytical design.

The data consist of illustrations from all six volumes of the Persian text-
books for grades 1 through 6 published during the 2010s. Using purposive
sampling, images were selected that explicitly or implicitly contained signs,
symbols, or references related to national identity.

At the description level, formal visual features such as color, composition,
characters, setting, and symbols were documented. At the interpretation
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traditional crafts can continue to thrive in the modern world and contribute
meaningfully to cultural identity, sustainable development, and creative in-
dustry growth.

Keywords: the culture of consumption, Bamboo Weaving in China, Bam-
boo plant, the social history of Chinese art
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the increasing demand for sustainable lifestyles.

Government policy has played a crucial role in revitalizing bamboo weav-
ing in the 21st century. Many regions in China, particularly in southern
provinces such as Guangxi, Guizhou, Sichuan, and Fujian, have integrated
bamboo weaving into rural development strategies.

The Chinese government has implemented cultural heritage protection
programs to preserve traditional craftsmanship and support artisans. These
programs include training workshops, cultural festivals, financial subsidies,
and the establishment of craft cooperatives that help artisans market their
products domestically and internationally.

By linking bamboo weaving to poverty alleviation initiatives, rural revital-
ization projects, and cultural tourism, local governments have successfully
transformed bamboo weaving into a sustainable industry.

The culture of consumption surrounding bamboo products has also shifted
significantly in recent years. In contemporary urban China, bamboo prod-
ucts are valued not only for their function but also for their cultural meaning
and environmental benefits.

Young consumers appreciate bamboo for its association with eco-friendly
lifestyles, minimalist aesthetics, and traditional heritage. Bamboo objects
have become symbols of sustainable identity and cultural pride.

This shift demonstrates how traditional crafts can regain relevance by align-
ing with modern values such as environmental responsibility and creative
innovation.

Despite modernization, bamboo weaving continues to embody qualities as-
sociated with its ancient origins: patience, discipline, harmony with nature,
and respect for material culture.

Even as industrial technology enhances production, the handmade essence
of bamboo weaving remains central to its cultural identity. The craft serves
as a bridge connecting historical traditions with contemporary design and
sustainable development goals.

It symbolizes the integration of aesthetic beauty, practical function, ecolog-
ical awareness, and cultural memory.

In conclusion, bamboo weaving in China has survived not only because of
its practical value but also because of its deep cultural roots, adaptability,
and relevance to modern societal trends.

Its evolution reflects the dynamic interplay between tradition and innova-
tion, between rural heritage and global design, and between cultural preser-
vation and environmental sustainability.

Bamboo weaving today is a living testament to China’s ability to maintain
continuity with its past while embracing new cultural, technological, and
ecological possibilities.

By examining the historical, social, economic, and environmental mech-
anisms that have shaped bamboo weaving, this study demonstrates how
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livelihoods.

Their craftsmanship also contributed to intergenerational cultural transmis-
sion, ensuring the continuity of weaving knowledge despite socioeconomic
changes.

As China entered the modern era, bamboo weaving encountered new chal-
lenges. Industrialization, urbanization, mass production, and the introduc-
tion of synthetic materials led to a decline in the demand for traditional
handcrafted bamboo products.

Plastic, metal, and factory-produced goods replaced many household items
formerly made of bamboo. However, bamboo weaving did not disappear;
instead, it adapted to changing social contexts.

With the rise of environmental consciousness, cultural revival movements,
and a renewed appreciation for handmade craftsmanship, bamboo weaving
regained cultural relevance and entered new markets.

In contemporary China, bamboo weaving is recognized not only as a tradi-
tional craft but also as a valuable resource within the fields of design inno-
vation, sustainable development, and cultural tourism.

The aesthetic qualities of bamboo—its light color, natural texture, and abil-
ity to bend gracefully—make it suitable for modern interior design and ar-
chitecture. Designers use bamboo to produce elegant furniture, decorative
lighting, fashion accessories, and household items that combine traditional
techniques with modern forms.

The integration of traditional weaving patterns into modern product design
creates objects that appeal to contemporary consumers while preserving
cultural identity.

Technological advancements have significantly contributed to the modern-
ization of bamboo weaving. Mechanized cutting tools, industrial presses,
and advanced polishing systems have improved the precision, durability,
and visual consistency of bamboo products.

Bamboo composites have become widely used in flooring, wall panels,
and even structural components in environmentally conscious architecture.
These industrial applications demonstrate the adaptability of bamboo as a
material and highlight its potential in large-scale production contexts.
Environmental sustainability has been a driving force in the contempo-
rary revival of bamboo weaving. As a rapidly renewable resource, bamboo
aligns well with China’s national goals for ecological civilization and green
development.

Bamboo forests sequester carbon effectively, regenerate quickly, and re-
quire minimal chemical intervention. These ecological benefits make bam-
boo an attractive alternative to hardwoods, contributing to sustainable sup-
ply chains and environmentally responsible consumer culture.

Modern bamboo products including bamboo fiber textiles, biodegradable
utensils, eco-friendly packaging, and green construction materials reflect
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Bamboo baskets, mats, hats, fans, containers, fishing traps, musical instru-
ments, writing tools, and architectural elements became widespread house-
hold items. These objects were not only functional; they also reflected the
ingenuity and adaptability of rural communities who relied on available
natural resources.

The constant presence of bamboo in daily life meant that bamboo weaving
gradually developed into a sophisticated and specialized craft. Bamboo’s
symbolic role in Chinese culture also contributed significantly to the devel-
opment and continuity of bamboo weaving.

In Confucian thought, bamboo symbolized integrity, uprightness, and mor-
al resilience. Its straight form and evergreen nature represented sincerity
and steadfastness. For Daoist thinkers, bamboo’s hollow interior symbol-
ized spiritual emptiness, humility, and openness, qualities essential to living
in harmony with the natural world.

These philosophical interpretations influenced Chinese art, literature, and
cultural imagination. Bamboo became one of the “Four Gentlemen” in tra-
ditional painting, alongside the orchid, plum blossom, and chrysanthemum,
each representing noble human virtues.

This symbolic weight enhanced the cultural value of bamboo crafts, includ-
ing weaving. Bamboo weaving thus emerged not simply as a utilitarian skill
but also as a form of cultural expression closely tied to philosophical and
artistic traditions.

The process of bamboo weaving required multiple stages of preparation
and high levels of technical expertise. Artisans began by selecting the ap-
propriate species of bamboo, considering qualities such as thickness, fiber
density, age, and flexibility.

The bamboo was then cut into segments, split into strips of varying thick-
ness, polished, refined, and sometimes dyed using natural plant-based pig-
ments. These steps required careful control, as different weaving patterns
demanded specific strip sizes and textures.

Techniques developed over the centuries included plain weaving, diagonal
weaving, twilled weaving, spiraled construction, hexagonal patterns, and
ornamental techniques used for decorative products. These methods pro-
duced items ranging from basic household containers to complex decora-
tive artworks, each reflecting the artisan’s mastery and creativity.

Social and economic structures in rural China shaped the distribution of
roles in bamboo weaving. In many traditional communities, weaving was
primarily the work of women, who balanced this craft with household re-
sponsibilities.

This gendered division of labor positioned bamboo weaving as both a do-
mestic skill and an important means of supporting household economies.
Women produced baskets, mats, and containers for agricultural work, food
storage, and everyday activities, playing a vital role in sustaining family
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Extended Abstract

Bamboo has occupied a central, multidimensional position in China for
thousands of years, functioning simultaneously as a practical material, a
philosophical symbol, and an artistic medium. Its historical, cultural, eco-
nomic, and environmental significance has shaped the daily lives, belief
systems, and aesthetic practices of Chinese communities across diverse re-
gions.

Among the many traditional crafts connected to this material, bamboo
weaving stands out as one of the most enduring, versatile, and culturally
embedded forms of handicraft. It combines technical skill, artistic expres-
sion, cultural symbolism, and social identity.

The present extended abstract provides a comprehensive overview of the
historical evolution of bamboo weaving, the cultural contexts that shaped
it, the patterns of consumption associated with bamboo products, the trans-
formation of this craft in the modern era, and the ways in which design in-
novation, government policy, and sustainability concerns have contributed
to its contemporary revival.

From prehistoric times to the present, bamboo has been essential in ev-
eryday life. Its rapid growth, natural strength, flexibility, and accessibility
made it an ideal material for communities with limited technological re-
sources. Early Chinese societies used bamboo extensively in agriculture,
food preparation, hunting, storage, transportation, shelter construction, and
ritual activities.
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qualitative presence, from representation to experience.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that Marilyn Arsem’s project can be
understood as a contemporary artistic articulation of Zen temporality. By
situating 100 Ways to Consider Time in dialogue with Dogen’s philosophy,
the research highlights performance art as a site for phenomenological and
existential inquiry into time.

Rather than providing answers, Arsem’s work invites sustained contempla-
tion, aligning artistic practice with Zen’s emphasis on direct experience and
embodied awareness.
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tible. Arsem’s body is not a representational image but a field of temporal
manifestation. Physical fatigue, altered breathing, muscular tension, and
gradual transformation of posture render duration tangible.

Such embodiment reflects Dogen’s insistence that time exists only insofar
as it is enacted. Time, in this sense, is inseparable from action; it is be-
ing-time. The audience, witnessing these bodily processes, is drawn into an
awareness of time as a shared experiential condition rather than an abstract
measure.

Audience participation further extends this temporal field beyond the per-
former. In several performances, viewers are invited to sit, wait, write, or
reflect on their own experiences of time. These moments do not produce a
unified collective narrative, but rather generate a plurality of temporal ex-
periences that coexist without hierarchy.

This multiplicity resonates with Zen’s rejection of rigid subject—object dis-
tinctions. The audience is no longer positioned as a detached observer, but
becomes embedded within the unfolding temporal process of the work.
Repetition plays a crucial role in shaping this experience. While actions re-
cur, they are never identical; subtle variations emerge through bodily condi-
tion, spatial context, and audience presence. This repetition-with-difference
reflects the Zen understanding of impermanence and continuous becoming.
Each moment is complete in itself, yet none is fixed or final. Meaning thus
arises through sustained engagement rather than through closure or resolu-
tion.

Silence and waiting are equally significant. Extended periods without overt
action disrupt habitual expectations of productivity and entertainment. In
these moments, the audience confronts restlessness and the desire for pro-
gression. Such confrontation mirrors Zen meditation practices, where still-
ness exposes attachments to control and efficiency.

By maintaining silence and inactivity, Arsem creates conditions in which
time can be experienced as openness rather than pressure. Certain perfor-
mances evoke a sense of yiigen, a Zen aesthetic quality associated with
subtle depth and the presence of the ineffable.

Meaning is suggested rather than stated, and time is felt rather than ex-
plained. The audience is invited to remain within ambiguity and incom-
pleteness, relinquishing the impulse to consume the experience quickly.
This approach stands in contrast to contemporary regimes of accelerated
time and constant productivity.

Ultimately, 100 Ways to Consider Time does not illustrate Zen philosophy,
nor does it explicitly reference Zen rituals or symbols. Its affinity with Zen
lies in its mode of temporal engagement. By suspending linear progression,
emphasizing bodily presence, and foregrounding lived duration, Arsem’s
project offers an experiential parallel to Zen teachings on time.

The performances encourage a shift from quantitative measurement to
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This article focuses on Arsem’s long-term project 100 Ways to Consider
Time (2015-2016), a series of one hundred live performances carried out
over one hundred consecutive days. Each performance lasted six hours and
consisted of a single, often minimal action developed in response to the
previous day’s work rather than according to a predetermined plan.

The project constitutes a coherent and extended inquiry into time as an ex-
periential phenomenon. Despite the significance of this body of work, it has
not previously been examined through the lens of Zen philosophy, nor has
it been analyzed in relation to Dogen’s conception of time.

The present study addresses this gap by exploring how Zen notions of tem-
porality are reflected in Arsem’s performances and how these notions shape
the audience’s experience of time. The primary aim of the research is to
analyze time not as a symbolic theme, but as a lived and enacted dimension
within the structure of the performances.

Drawing on Zen philosophy, time is approached as a qualitative field real-
ized through bodily endurance, repetition, waiting, and sustained attention.
The theoretical framework is grounded in Dogen’s concept of uji, alongside
related Zen principles such as impermanence, non-duality, presence in the
moment, and acceptance of incompleteness.

These concepts provide a lens through which the temporal logic of Arsem’s
work can be understood beyond formal or aesthetic description.
Methodologically, the study adopts a qualitative, descriptive—analytical ap-
proach based on library research, Zen philosophical texts, theoretical writ-
ings on performance art, and documentary materials related to 100 Ways to
Consider Time.

Rather than imposing Zen as an external interpretive system, the analysis
identifies points of resonance between Zen temporality and the experien-
tial structure of the performances themselves. Particular attention is given
to actions such as counting aloud, repetitive drawing, prolonged stillness,
waiting for physical change, and sustained silence, through which time is
enacted rather than represented.

Throughout the project, Arsem consistently avoids spectacle, dramatic cli-
max, and narrative resolution. Instead, she emphasizes slowness, minimal-
ism, and continuity. Actions such as counting numbers for hours, allowing
sand to pass through an hourglass, or repeatedly tracing lines do not aim at
efficiency or completion.

They invite both performer and audience into an encounter with duration
itself. In these moments, time is not something that passes toward an end
point, but something that continuously comes into being through presence.
This mode of engagement closely parallels Zen practice, in which repetitive
actions performed with full awareness become sites of insight rather than
obstacles to understanding.

The body functions as the primary site through which time becomes percep-
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Extended Abstract

Time occupies a central position in Zen philosophy, not as an abstract or
measurable framework, but as an existential dimension inseparable from
lived experience. Within this tradition, time is not understood as linear
succession or cumulative duration; rather, it is disclosed through presence,
awareness, and embodied practice.

This understanding finds its most systematic articulation in the thought of
Eihei Dogen, the founder of the S6td0 Zen school, particularly in his con-
cept of uji, often translated as the oneness of being and time. For Dogen,
existence does not unfold within time as a neutral container; instead, each
being is itself a moment of time, and time becomes manifest only through
concrete action.

Such a view challenges modern instrumental conceptions of time as some-
thing external, quantifiable, and subject to control. Performance art, as an
artistic medium grounded in embodiment, duration, and eventhood, pro-
vides a particularly suitable context for engaging with this qualitative un-
derstanding of time.

Unlike object-based art forms, performance exists only in its unfolding and
depends on the co-presence of body, space, and audience. Meaning emerges
through continuity, repetition, and attention rather than through narrative
progression or representational imagery. In this sense, performance art fore-
grounds lived time rather than chronological measurement.

Among contemporary performance artists, Marilyn Arsem occupies a dis-
tinctive position through her sustained investigation of duration, minimal
action, and bodily presence.
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er, owner, master) and the four-tiered system of mystical journey (Sharia,
Tariga, Haqiqa, Ma’rifa), whereas in most Futuwwatnames, the spiritual
ranks include the four aforementioned stages.

Contrary to the position of Naqib in market-level professions and what the
guild tradition of Futuwwat requires, no such position is seen in the build-
ing profession. This is because, in this Futuwwatname, similar to other texts
of this kind, the spiritual invocations and atmosphere of the master-appren-
tice relationship are reiterated.

Keywords: Chivalry, Futuwwatname of Builders, Traditional Master-Ap-
prentice System, Guild Relations, Traditional Architecture
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the context of work and profession.

It should be noted that the apprentice must emulate the master in the details
of life, because important educational points can be hidden in these subtle-
ties. When the master deems the apprentice worthy of his teaching, he then
employs him in his workshop.

Based on the guild and professional relations outlined in the Futuwwat-
name of Builders, the system is capable of transforming the javanmardan
working in market professions into spiritual knights, who, in the concept of
fityan, are engaged in the greater jihad.

By adopting this approach, the builders’ guild cannot be considered merely
a technical and material institution; rather, it should be regarded as a ritu-
alistic and traditional institution in which every part of the professional,
educational, and hierarchical (master-apprentice) relations was considered
a tool for self-purification and attaining inner perfection.

This article, using this theoretical framework, will analyze these relations in
the Futuwwatname to show how the principles of javanmardi, as a spiritual
ideal, organized the structure of work and professional ethics in traditional
Iranian architecture.

The findings indicate that the Futuwwatname of Builders, in addition to
technical skill, stages the guild hierarchy as a spiritual journey in which
promotion from the position of “laborer” to “master” requires undergoing
specific rituals and proving moral eligibility alongside professional ability.
The research also shows that the Futuwwatname of Builders defines the
guild hierarchy in three main ranks (laborer, sahib, and master builder); a
structure based on technical skills, but deeply intertwined with the ethical,
ritualistic, and spiritual principles of futuwwa (javanmardi).

In this system, progress from the beginner position of laborer (focusing
on simple and physical tasks) to the intermediate rank of sahib (acquiring
intermediate knowledge) and finally to the position of master builder (with
complete mastery of complex tools and techniques) is not only a function
of professional experience, but also requires proving moral eligibility (such
as observing modesty, truthfulness, and humility), adherence to ritual prac-
tices (reciting Quranic verses during work stages), and undergoing stages
of spiritual journey (conforming to the greater jihad and spiritual chivalry
according to Corbin’s view).

The position of the master as a complete model of javanmardi and a spir-
itual mentor, and the apprentice (equivalent to laborer) as a student and
the foundation of this educational path, emphasizes that professional rela-
tions in this guild, beyond economic relations, were a tool for self-purifi-
cation and the realization of human perfection. This research, in response
to the main question, reveals that the Futuwwatname of Builders stages the
guild hierarchy as a spiritual-professional evolutionary journey, but there
is a mismatch between its three-tiered organizational structure (wage-earn-
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Corbin considers the evolution of the futuwwat tradition as a transition
from military and martial knighthood to mystical and spiritual knighthood;
that is, a transition from the lesser jihad (war against infidels) to the greater
jihad (struggle against the commanding self) so that humans can achieve
true freedom and spiritual perfection.

Accordingly, futuwwatnames are not merely a collection of occupational
instructions, but rather comprise a set of principles and rules of this spiritual
knighthood. These treatises contain moral themes and lofty ideals, intro-
ducing futuwwa as a way of life that is in complete conformity with the
principles of the prophetic religion.

Afshari and Madaini (1385) believe that futuwwatnames are in fact a type
of'advice literature, written more or less in the same ancient style as Pahlavi
advice and admonition literature, and it seems that the elders and masters
of the javanmardan (chivalrous ones) wrote them for the education of their
disciples and students, following a very ancient method whose origins must
be sought in ancient Iran.

This is why many of these treatises are in the form of questions and an-
swers. Just as some advice literature is attributed to famous and great fig-
ures like Ardashir, Anushirvan, and Bozorgmehr Bakhtagan, many treatises
of the people of futuwwa are also attributed to the prophets of Bani Israel or
Amir al-Mu’minin Ali (AS) and other Shi’ite Imams (AS).

Since every individual in traditional society has a profession and a job,
Sa’id al-Shaykhli (1362) believes that every craftsman inevitably needs a
master from whom to learn a craft or a science.

Therefore, in the Futuwwatname of Builders, the guild and professional
relations of builders move beyond a purely economic and technical system
and transform into an educational and ritualistic system. Corbin, by refer-
ring to the fundamental link of futuwwat with Shi’ite thought and wilaya —
whose founder is Prophet Abraham (AS) and whose pole is Imam Ali (AS)
— explains the basis of spiritual legitimacy and the hierarchical structure of
the guild.

Thus, the master-apprentice hierarchy in the builders’ guild, like the ranks
of free builders (apprentice, journeyman, master), is not a material insti-
tution, but a spiritual hierarchy whose goal is the transmission of esoteric
knowledge and spiritual training (tarbiya) alongside technical instruction.
The existence of specific Futuwwatnames for each guild (such as chitsazan,
textile makers) shows that the ideal of spiritual chivalry was all-encompass-
ing, and this spirituality permeated all aspects and facets of life, giving it
spirit.

Consequently, the guild and professional relations in the Futuwwatname of
Builders should be interpreted as the practical manifestation of this spiritual
chivalry; a system whose ultimate goal was not maximum material profit,
but the realization of spiritual perfection and worthy practical action within
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plete mirror of the social, economic, and epistemic systems governing the
society that created it.

The theoretical framework of the article is formed by the ideas of Hen-
ry Corbin (1984) regarding chivalrous men and the tradition of futuwwat.
He emphasizes the mystical and spiritual aspect of chivalrous men and the
guilds of futuwwat, which imbues the profession with meaning. He be-
lieves that a chivalrous person is one who is the complete embodiment of
chivalry and the transition from military knighthood to mystical knight-
hood. But a faithful individual who is engaged in a profession becomes an
ideal example. The profession of anyone who joins futuwwat, whatever it
may be, transforms into a kind of chivalrous service.

Therefore, a comprehensive understanding of the intellectual and execu-
tive system of traditional crafts becomes possible by referring to treatis-
es such as professional futuwwatnames as valuable treasures. These texts
are not merely a collection of ethical and mystical recommendations, but
also guidelines for professional organization, defining occupational ranks,
knowledge transfer, and professional conduct.

These documents, contrary to the prevailing modern view that primarily
sees work as an economic activity, highlight the unbreakable link between
technical progress and spiritual perfection. While many studies have fo-
cused on the artistic, aesthetic, and technical aspects of Iranian architecture
and have illuminated a large part of our architectural history, the exam-
ination of the internal relations of the guild of builders and the ethical and
occupational rules governing it, especially by relying on primary texts such
as futuwwatnames, has received less serious attention.

This research gap doubles the importance of addressing the social and cul-
tural mechanisms supporting the creation of architectural works. In this
context, the “Futuwwatname of Builders” holds a unique position. This
document specifically and comprehensively addresses the details of the
building and construction profession, explaining hierarchical structures,
customs of entering the guild, master-apprentice relationships, and the eth-
ical and spiritual principles governing professional relations.

This treatise is not only a technical guideline but also an internal regulation
for the administration of the guild, opening a unique window into the worl-
dview and professional lifestyle of builders and architects and providing a
framework for a deeper understanding of the social and cultural status of
the builder among other professions.

Accordingly, the main goal of this article is to identify the hierarchical
structure and professional rules of builders based on the text of the “Fu-
tuwwatname of Builders.” This research seeks to answer the fundamental
question: How does the Futuwwatname of Builders define the professional
hierarchy (from laborer to master) within a coherent system of occupational
and ethical relations?
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Extended Abstract

In Iranian civilization and culture, professional treatises and futuwwatnam-
es serve as central documents, reflecting the epistemic system governing
traditional crafts and explaining hierarchical structures, professional cus-
toms, and traditional mechanisms of knowledge transfer. In this profes-
sional system, occupational ranks and master-apprentice relationships are
defined based on the conduct of chivalry (futuwwat); such that technical
progress is necessarily considered a function of spiritual perfection and ad-
herence to ethical principles.

Among these, the “Futuwwatname of Builders” is a unique document that
specifically addresses the profession of architecture and construction. This
document specifies and documents the internal regulations, occupational
hierarchy (from laborer to master), and spiritual rules governing the guild
of architects and builders in the construction profession, and forms the main
focus of the present research.

Problem Statement: How does the Futuwwatname of Builders define the
professional hierarchy (from laborer to master) as a professional system?
The aim of this article is to explain the hierarchical structure and profes-
sional rules of builders based on the text of the “Futuwwatname of Build-
ers.” The research method of this article is descriptive-analytical with a
qualitative approach, and data has been collected through library/documen-
tary methods.

In the landscape of Iranian-Islamic civilization and art history, architecture
has always been considered one of the cultural pillars and a collection of
functional spaces and beautiful forms. Every building is not only a tangible
manifestation of artistic creativity and technical knowledge but also a com-
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Here, bodily absence provides the condition for spiritual presence, and
non-seeing becomes the condition for true seeing.

Thus, the architecture of Jamkaran does not simply contain belief; it active-
ly mediates, through spatial and ritual means, the pilgrim’s encounter with
an unseen reality that remains irreducible to material representation within
the horizon of sacred experience itself.

This is the very reality emphasized by Muslim mystics (‘urafa’): that it
is accessible only through direct experiential witnessing (al-shuhiid). By
reconstructing the inner structure of that experience through a phenome-
nological method, this research has sought to approach its description as
faithfully as possible.

Keywords: Jamkaran Mosque, presence of the Unseen, phenomenology of
architectural space, Shi‘i sacred space, pilgrimage experience, Mahdist ex-
pectation
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produced through a material or tangible symbol such as a zarth. Rather, it
emerges through the Imam’s corporeal absence, the orientation of the build-
ing, its symbolic qibla-centered configuration, the rhythm of supplication
and prayer, light, silence, and the synchronized movement of the pilgrims.
In essence, this spatial structure creates an architectural condition in which
the pilgrim does not merely believe in the Unseen but experiences it as a
living, direct, and deeply felt reality.

Drawing upon Bohme’s (2015) theory of atmosphere, the Sacred Mosque
of Jamkaran was analyzed through three atmospheres—the sacred, expec-
tation, and the Unseen—to show how each is perceived within the domain
of lived experience.

Existentially, Jamkaran Mosque occupies an intermediate position between
mosque and shrine. Among mosques in the Islamic world, it is regarded as
having the closest spiritual proximity to al-Masjid al-Haram. Its attribution
to the Imam of the Age transforms it into a sanctuary of the living and pres-
ent Imam, elevating it to the status of a haram-ziyaratgah, a shrine-place of
pilgrimage.

This sacred place functions as a threshold that leads the pilgrim toward a
mode of presence beyond sensory perception. The hidden presence of Imam
al-Zaman at this site is constituted not through material manifestation but
through absence. This bodily absence corresponds fully with the concept of
tajallt al-ghayb (the manifestation of the Unseen) in Ibn “Arab1’s philoso-
phy and Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya),
wherein it constitutes a necessary condition for the deeper theophany of the
Absolute Essence.

The architectural space of Jamkaran, through elements such as the tur-
quoise color of the dome (symbolizing heaven and hope), the simplified qi-
bla-oriented spatial configuration (evoking the austerity of the Ka‘ba), the
rhythm of collective supplications (Du‘a’ al-Nudba, Du‘a’ al-°‘Ahd, Du‘a’
al-Faraj), and the silence accompanying the pilgrims’ movement, generates
an atmosphere that, as Bohme (2015) explains, produces “spheres of pres-
ence” within material absence.

Within this atmosphere, the pilgrim’s experience is existential and felt. The
“sorrow of separation” is no longer merely a remembrance of absence; rath-
er, it becomes a living experience of a presence that, as Otto describes, is
simultaneously awe-inspiring and captivating.

Consequently, it can be concluded that Jamkaran Mosque is not merely a
place of worship but an “expanded zarih”: a space in which the entire archi-
tectural body becomes the embodiment of the Sacred, housing within itself
expectation and the unseen presence—the eternal theophany of the living
and present Imam.

This finding is not a subjective proposition but a phenomenological insight
arising from the intrinsic structure of the pilgrim’s experience in this space.
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gy, particularly the aesthetics of atmosphere.

It is based on library research and the documentary analysis of relevant
scholarly and primary sources. These include Qur’anic texts and theologi-
cal exegeses concerning the concept of al-ghayb; Islamic philosophical and
mystical (‘irfan) works, particularly those of Ibn ‘Arabi, Mulla Sadra, and
Suhrawardi; and major theories in the philosophy of religious experience,
including Rudolf Otto’s concept of the numinous, Mircea Eliade’s notion
of hierophany, and Gernot Bohme’s theory of atmosphere as a sensory lan-
guage for perceiving the Unseen.

The analysis is conducted through a phenomenological hermeneutics of
meaning. Avoiding surveys, interviews, and quantitative measurement, this
study seeks to access the existential structure of the experience of the Un-
seen at Jamkaran Mosque from within the phenomena themselves, and to
articulate that structure within an integrated theoretical framework combin-
ing Islamic thought and contemporary phenomenological philosophy.
Within the theoretical framework of this research, the concept of al-ghayb
is examined as a supra-empirical and non-sensory reality through four com-
plementary and interrelated conceptual levels.

First, from within Islamic thought, where al-ghayb is understood not as
mere absence or non-existence, but as a degree of reality whose appre-
hension requires an existential and epistemological journey. Second, from
the perspective of the phenomenology of religious experience, particular-
ly Rudolf Otto’s theory of the numinous, which describes the immediate,
non-mediated apprehension of the Holy as mysterium tremendum et fasci-
nans—a mystery that is at once awe-inspiring and captivating.

Third, within the domain of sacred space, drawing upon Mircea Eliade’s
concept of hierophany and Victor Turner’s notion of liminality, which to-
gether present the sacred place as a liminal threshold between the seen and
unseen worlds. Fourth, through Gernot Bohme’s theory of atmosphere,
which elucidates the sensory language of the presence of the Unseen in
architecture through elements such as light, silence, orientation, and the
interaction between the perceiving subject and the environment.

This integrated framework makes it possible for al-ghayb—though in es-
sence beyond sensory perception and conceptual representation—to be
experienced as an accessible reality within the pilgrim’s consciousness,
through the interconnection of these four levels of meaning.

Based on these theoretical foundations, Jamkaran Mosque was systemati-
cally analyzed. The findings reveal that the mosque is structured by three
sacred atmospheres: the atmosphere of the sacred, understood as a space
between mosque and shrine; the atmosphere of expectation (intizar), ac-
tualized through liminality; and the atmosphere of the Unseen (al-ghayb),
manifested through the absence of a zarth and related spatial elements.
The results show that the presence of the Unseen at Jamkaran Mosque is not
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Extended Abstract

The experience of encountering a reality that transcends both sensory per-
ception and rational cognition—a reality understood as “hidden” or “un-
seen” (al-ghayb)— is among the most complex and profound dimensions
of religious life, particularly as it is mediated through the architecture of
sacred spaces.

The Sacred Mosque of Jamkaran, understood in Twelver Shi‘i thought as
an intermediate space between mosque (masjid) and shrine (haram), tran-
scends the function of a purely devotional site. Rather, it has been con-
stituted as an ontological axis rooted in the profound belief in the hidden
presence of Imam al-Zaman (the Twelfth Imam).

The phenomenology of Jamkaran Mosque, in which a lived encounter with
the Hidden Imam lies at the core of the pilgrims’ experience, shares affini-
ties with broader patterns observed in sacred sites throughout the world. At
Jamkaran, al-ghayb is not merely a belief lodged in the minds of pilgrims;
rather, it approaches the realm of lived experience through a sacred process.
This experience is shaped by the convergence of elements such as the ori-
entation of the building, the absence of a zarih, the interplay between col-
lective supplication and silence, and the communal rituals of the pilgrims.
Here, the presence of the Unseen is not manifested in material form; rather,
it reveals itself as a felt presence within the atmosphere of the space, the
movements of the pilgrims, and the sounds of ritual.

This research seeks to address the fundamental question of how the archi-
tecture of this mosque enables the pilgrim to experience the presence of the
Unseen within a lived spatial encounter. Methodologically, the study adopts
a descriptive-analytical approach informed by contemporary phenomenolo-
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constitutes a form of non-human, embodied, distributed thought. It argues
that the medium of film has its own logic of reasoning — what Epstein calls
“mechanical thinking” — which operates through the material interplay of
image, time, and movement.

In this framework the Cartesian ego is displaced: the observer is no lon-
ger an isolated mind projecting meaning, but part of a cinematic system in
which cognition is shared. As a result, film is reconceptualized not merely
as a vehicle for human ideas but as a cognitive machine in its own right.
This represents a novel contribution to film philosophy and the philosophy
of mind, suggesting that understanding thought in the modern age requires
attending to technological mediations. In reframing cinema as a “robot-
philosopher,” the article expands the terrain of thought beyond the human
scale, offering a posthuman account in which bodies of metal, celluloid, and
consciousness coalesce into a distributed thinking entity.

Keywords: Mechanical thinking, robot-philosopher, Cartesian subject,
posthumanism
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passive recipient of visual data but an active participant whose own body
and sensory organs are engaged by the cinematic apparatus. For instance,
the text explains that the spectator’s body and eyes are interpellated by the
rhythmic interplay of image and sound — in this bilateral encounter “mean-
ing is the product of mutual contact” rather than a top-down imposition of
a stable ego.

This perspective aligns with Merleau-Ponty’s claim that perception in
cinema is direct and unified with the world, bypassing any intervening
mentalese. In sum, by foregrounding embodiment, the article shows that
film-thinking is an enactive process: the spectator and apparatus co-create
thought as a lived, bodily event.

The convergence of these ideas yields a reconceptualization of film as a
distributed cognitive machine. Instead of viewing cinema as a mere “repre-
sentation of reality,” this work frames it as a system of thought production.
In this system, cognitive agency is “distributed”” across human and non-hu-
man actors: the apparatus (camera, projector, editing), the physical medium
(film stock, pixels), and the viewer’s body all contribute.

The authors emphasize that in this paradigm “thinking can be realized in
the heart of the cinema apparatus and the spectator’s body” as a “technical
and embodied” phenomenon. The structure of cinematic sense-making thus
extends beyond any one brain: meaning emerges in the relations among
images, movements, and sensory experience.

In effect, the film itself becomes a kind of collective mind — not located in
a single identity but constituted through its form and materiality. As one
summary sentence phrases it, “in this new world, thinking is participatory,
embodied, and distributed, rather than merely representational”.

The article underscores that this is the philosophical upshot of treating
film as a “robot-philosopher”. By tracing this shift, the paper situates cin-
ema within contemporary debates on posthumanism and the philosophy of
mind. The dismantling of the Cartesian subject is explicitly linked to post-
human themes: human and machine boundaries blur as cognition spills into
technological media.

The article argues that cinema exemplifies what posthuman theorists call
distributed cognition or extended mind — thought processes that incorporate
tools and environments. Cinema’s camera and projector become cognitive
prostheses that harbor intentionality. In effect, the classical “I think of Des-
cartes gives way to an “image thinks” that surpasses human subjectivity.
By framing film as an autonomous cognitive agent, the authors contribute
to ongoing posthumanist discussions: they illustrate how a cultural technol-
ogy can itself “think” in a rudimentary way, challenging anthropocentric
conceptions of mind.

In conclusion, the article presents a critical synthesis of Epstein, Deleuze,
and phenomenology to advance the thesis that cinema’s technical apparatus
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gence’’: through its configuration of movement, light, and montage, the film
realizes thought in its material processes.

As the article paraphrases, “cinema itself performs thinking” by construct-
ing thought within its own materiality — “not as a reflection of the mind
but as an operation of the film”. In Epstein’s view, the film apparatus cre-
ates a first “non-human consciousness,” an “automated subjectivity” on the
screen.

The present analysis extends this by showing that such mechanical intel-
ligence effectively dissolves the classical mind/body divide: the camera—
montage apparatus forges a logic of thought that is autonomous, capable of
combining light and time into meaning outside human intentionality.

This mechanistic reading is complemented by a Deleuzian perspective on
cinematic images. Deleuze likewise insists that images carry their own “spir-
itual automatism,” an internal logic that produces thinking independently of
a conscious subject. The paper draws on Cinema 1 and Cinema 2 to argue
that the flow of images and durations in modern film breaks the linear, or-
derly time of the Cartesian mind.

By suspending traditional narrative and present-tense perception, time-im-
ages and movement-images instantiate thinking as movement and intensity
in themselves. As Deleuze notes, the assemblage of time and movement
in film “releases thought” — it becomes an emergent property of the image
sequence rather than the projection of a human viewer.

The authors emphasize that this is not a mere poetic metaphor: according to
Deleuze, each cinematic image generates its own “mental automatism” that
cascades through frames and edits, conjuring ideas and meanings that the
spectator does not impose from the outside. Thus, drawing on both Epstein
and Deleuze, the article shows that cinema’s material enactments of light
and time give rise to a distributed form of cognition in which images them-
selves perform thought.

Crucially, the paper does not treat thought as disembodied or purely ab-
stract; it engages the phenomenological tradition to account for the em-
bodied nature of cinematic cognition. Merleau-Ponty’s insight is invoked:
the film image is inherently tied to the body. The authors note Vivian Sob-
chack’s Merleau-Pontian description. description of the film’s camera-as-
body — a “technological body with its own intentionality” — suggesting that
the camera “speaks” through a “film-body”.

This implies that film perception is not a disembodied mental act but a cor-
poreal event. Similarly, Sobchack and other embodied film theorists inform
the argument that cinematic experience is a carnal, sensuous encounter. The
article highlights passages (from both its Persian sources and from transla-
tions) showing that meaning in cinema arises in the contact of two bodies:
the viewer’s body and the film’s body.

Importantly, this contact is dialogical, not one-way: the spectator is not a
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Extended Abstract

This article argues that cinema’s technical apparatus functions not merely
as a passive conduit of human intentions but as a non-human, embodied
“thinking machine.” In traditional Cartesian metaphysics, thought is an
inner activity exclusive to a human cogito, sharply divided from material
processes. Yet as the authors show, the emergence of cinema fundamentally
challenges this mind—-matter dichotomy.

Drawing on Jean Epstein’s notion of cinema as a “machine-intelligence”
and Gilles Deleuze’s analyses of the movement-image and time-image, the
paper contends that film operates as a kind of robot-philosopher with its
own independent form of mechanical thought. In other words, cinema dis-
places thinking from the private realm of the human subject into the exter-
nal flows of light, duration, and montage.

The film apparatus thereby undermines the Cartesian subject: thinking be-
comes distributed between image and perception rather than confined to
a single, centred mind. The result is the “end of Cartesianism,” where an
inhuman visual consciousness arises in which the act of thought is enacted
by the film-spectator system itself, not simply reflected in it.

Building on Epstein’s work, the authors reclaim his concept of mechanical
thinking. In The Intelligence of a Machine, Epstein argued that cinemat-
ic apparatuses possess a form of intelligence that is not bound to organic
brains. The camera, for Epstein, is not a neutral lens but a “machine-intelli-
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In the first perspective, the body functions as a bridge toward spiritual tran-
scendence, whereas in the second it becomes a site for enriching lived ex-
perience and cultivating creative ways of living. In conclusion, this study
shows that the body occupies a central place in both traditions as a medium
of human transformation. Ikhwan al-Safa view the body as a bridge toward
transcendent truth, while Shusterman regards it as a basis for deepening
experience and improving the quality of life. Despite these differences, both
perspectives highlight the indispensable role of the body in human self-un-
derstanding and aesthetic experience. Rethinking the status of the body in
both Islamic philosophical thought and contemporary Western philosophy
therefore opens new perspectives for understanding self-cultivation and
aesthetic life.

Keywords: Philosophy of the Body, Self-Cultivation, Aesthetic Experience,
Ikhwan al-Safa, Somaesthetics, Richard Shusterman
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Shusterman challenges this dualistic conception and emphasizes the unity
of body and mind. In his view, the body is not merely an instrument of the
mind but the foundation of lived experience and the formation of human
subjectivity.

He uses the concept of “soma” to refer to the living body in its biological,
perceptual, and experiential dimensions. Shusterman also refers to sever-
al Asian philosophical traditions to demonstrate that attention to bodily
awareness has long been central to practices of self-cultivation. From this
perspective, self-cultivation involves bodily training, the development of
somatic awareness, and the improvement of one’s mode of presence in the
world.

The aim of somaesthetics is therefore not metaphysical transcendence but
the enhancement of the quality of lived experience and everyday life. A
cultivated body, in this framework, becomes a refined medium capable of
generating richer and more conscious experiences. Beauty, accordingly, is
not restricted to works of art but emerges from the harmonious interaction
of body, environment, and awareness. A comparative examination of these
two perspectives reveals several points of convergence.

Both challenge reductionist views of the body and reject the idea that the
body is merely passive or marginal. Although Ikhwan al-Safa maintain the
superiority of the soul, they still emphasize the indispensable role of the
body in the process of spiritual development. Shusterman goes further by
presenting the body and mind as integrated aspects of human existence.
Both traditions also regard the body as a field of self-cultivation.

In Ikhwan al-Safa’s thought, the cultivation of the soul requires bodily dis-
cipline and moderation. Likewise, in Shusterman’s philosophy the body be-
comes the starting point of the project of self-cultivation, and its refinement
leads to lasting transformations in experience and lifestyle. Furthermore,
both perspectives connect beauty with harmony and proportion. Ikhwan
al-Safa interpret beauty through cosmic order and balance, while Shuster-
man understands aesthetic experience as a quality of everyday life emerg-
ing from the harmonious interaction of body, environment, and awareness.
Despite these similarities, important differences remain.

In the thought of Ikhwan al-Safa, the ultimate aim of bodily cultivation is
the elevation of the soul and its return to the spiritual realm. In contrast, so-
maesthetics seeks to enhance the quality of life in the present world. Ikhwan
al-Safa maintain a hierarchical ontology in which the soul is superior to
the body, whereas Shusterman emphasizes their unity. Likewise, beauty in
Ikhwan al-Safa is primarily related to divine and cosmic order, while in
Shusterman’s philosophy it is closely connected with lived and embodied
experience. Therefore, although both traditions recognize the body as a me-
dium of human transformation, they differ in their interpretation of its final

purpose.
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physical foundations, regard the body as a medium of self-cultivation and
aesthetic experience. The main objective of this research is therefore to ex-
plain and compare the role of the body in the process of self-cultivation and
its relationship to aesthetic experience in these two intellectual traditions.
Three main research questions guide the study. First, how is the place of the
body in the process of self-cultivation and existential training conceptual-
ized in these two systems of thought? Second, what relationship is estab-
lished between bodily harmony and the perception of beauty? Third, how
can a theoretical explanation be developed that connects somaesthetics with
a practical interpretation of body aesthetics in the thought of Ikhwan al-Sa-
fa?

The research adopts a qualitative and analytical-comparative approach.
Data were collected through documentary and library research, focusing on
the Epistles of Ikhwan al-Safa and the principal works of Richard Shuster-
man on somaesthetics. In the analytical stage, key concepts related to the
body, self-cultivation, and aesthetic experience were extracted and com-
pared through qualitative content analysis. The comparison was conducted
along four axes: the ontological understanding of the body, the role of the
body in knowledge and awareness, the position of the body in the process
of self-cultivation, and the ultimate purpose of bodily cultivation.

The findings indicate that in the thought of Ikhwan al-Safa the body is un-
derstood within a hierarchical structure of existence in which the soul holds
superiority over the body. Nevertheless, the body plays an essential role in
the realization of the perfected human being. Within this framework, the
body belongs to the natural world and occupies a lower ontological level
than the spiritual dimension, yet it provides the necessary ground for the
actualization of the soul’s capacities.

Ikhwan al-Safa regard the body as the instrument through which the fac-
ulties of the soul are manifested, the arena of ethical testing, and the site
where purification and moderation are achieved. From this perspective,
self-cultivation is not purely theoretical but requires bodily discipline, con-
trol of desires, moderation in daily habits, and the cultivation of virtuous
practices. The body therefore becomes both the locus of desire and the field
in which these desires are regulated. Consequently, the refinement of the
body serves as a preliminary stage for the purification of the soul.

Ikhwan al-Safa also connect individual ethical reform with social harmo-
ny, suggesting that the proper cultivation of the body contributes to moral
and social order. In this intellectual framework, beauty is closely associat-
ed with order, proportion, harmony, and the manifestation of divine order,
while the ultimate aim of bodily discipline is the elevation of the soul.

By contrast, Richard Shusterman’s somaesthetics emerges as a critical re-
sponse to the idealist metaphysical tradition in Western philosophy, which
often placed the body in opposition to the mind and treated it as inferior.
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Extended Abstract

The relationship between the body, self-cultivation, and aesthetic experi-
ence is a fundamental issue in contemporary philosophy, situated at the
intersection of philosophical anthropology, ethics, and aesthetics. Through-
out the history of philosophy, the body has often been understood through
a dualistic framework. On the one hand, it has been regarded as the ground
of human presence and perception in the world; on the other hand, in com-
parison with reason or soul, it has frequently been placed in an inferior
ontological position. In many classical philosophical systems, the body was
considered merely an instrument for attaining higher forms of perfection
rather than an end in itself. As a result, its epistemic, ethical, and aesthetic
capacities received limited attention.

In recent decades, however, philosophy—particularly aesthetics—has wit-
nessed a body-centered turn that seeks to reconsider the role of the body in
knowledge, meaning, and aesthetic experience. One of the most influential
formulations of this approach is Richard Shusterman’s theory of somaes-
thetics. By challenging dominant dualistic traditions in Western aesthetics,
Shusterman presents the body not simply as an object of perception but as
the locus of awareness, a field of ethical practice, and a foundation for what
he describes as the “art of living.”

Within this theoretical horizon, the present study offers a comparative anal-
ysis of the thought of Ikhwan al-Safa and Shusterman’s somaesthetics. The
aim is to examine how both traditions, despite differences in their meta-
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serves as a clear example of how the Iranian visual tradition has been able
to reconstruct its ancient concepts within the framework of the new reli-
gious structure, presenting an image that is comprehensible to both the Shi‘i
mind and the Iranian mythical subconscious. Therefore, analyzing such art-
works opens a window into a deeper understanding of the history of Iranian
subjectivity during the Safavid era.

Keywords: Shi‘i art, Falnama, good and evil, myth, symbol, illustration of
Imam Reza (AS) rescuing the people of the sea
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cept of divine and Muhammadan light and from the Zoroastrian farr—a ce-
lestial brilliance symbolizing legitimacy, purity, and divine election. Thus,
the Imam inherits the farr of ancient Iranian kings and heroes in a sacred
form. Angels, symbols of mercy and goodness in Islam, parallel the Ame-
sha Spentas and Yazatas of Iranian mythology, emphasizing the support
of benevolent forces. In contrast, demons and monstrous hybrids represent
chaos, falsehood, and cosmic disorder, serving as the Imam’s adversaries.
The naked, drowning figures signify sinful individuals who, through disbe-
lief, have fallen into destruction. Water—traditionally an element of purity
and rebirth—here becomes an agent of ruin and return to chaos. The Zoro-
astrian tradition of the battle between Ahura Mazda and Ahriman, alongside
the Shi‘i belief in the Imam as a savior and divine light, is juxtaposed with
the depiction of the demon on the other side, thus creating a unified image
of the eternal conflict between good and evil.

Consequently, the artwork is not merely a reflection of religious belief,
but a manifestation of cultural continuity, and the unity of Iranian-Islamic
thought and aesthetics in articulating the universal concept of good and evil.
Through spatial juxtaposition, kinetic opposition, hierarchical arrangement,
and the linking of symbols with natural elements, it crafts a multilayered
concept of good and evil. In this artwork, good is manifested not only in the
character of the Imam, light, elevation, and direction of movement, but also
in signs such as visual order, the act of salvation, and the presence of sacred
forces. Conversely, evil is depicted through visual chaos, antagonistic ac-
tions, the disintegration of the human body, and association with untamed
natural elements, alongside the image of the demon and the naked humans.
Thus, good and evil derive their meaning in this artwork from the relation-
ship between pictorial elements and their juxtapositional relationships. This
visual system is the result of a conscious amalgamation of Shi‘i symbols
and Iranian myths within the context of Safavid art. Ultimately, the analysis
of this artwork leads to a deeper understanding of the process of “construct-
ing the concept of good and evil” in Safavid Iran. Good in this image is
not only a religious force but also an Iranian identity force; and evil is not
merely a religious adversary but a continuation of those same demonic forc-
es that have been represented for centuries in Iranian mythology. For this
reason, the artwork “Saving the People of the Sea” is not just a religious art-
work; rather, it is a confluence of two semantic worlds that were creatively
intertwined during the Safavid period.

This connection demonstrates that Iranian culture, in its engagement with
the official religion, was not passive but played an active role in re-creating
religious symbols. Based on this, it can be concluded that Falnama illus-
trations, especially those related to the Imams, are not only reflections of
religious beliefs but also represent a complex field of cultural and mythical
interactions. The artwork “Imam Reza (AS) Saving the People of the Sea”
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an culture and art. Particularly in the Safavid era, these works, beyond their
divinatory function, contain illustrations that fuse Shi‘i beliefs with Iran’s
mythological heritage through the lens of good and evil. Among compara-
ble miniatures across four illustrated Falnama manuscripts from this period,
the painting “Imam Reza (AS) Rescuing the People of the Sea” appears in
three distinct versions. This work highlights prominent Shi‘i symbols by
depicting Imam Reza (AS) as a heroic savior.

At the same time, it creates a semantic connection between Iranian mythol-
ogy and Shi‘i symbolism through elements like sea monsters and demons
from Persian myths. Here, the struggle between good and evil is portrayed
not only in religious terms but through deeper cultural and mythical dimen-
sions. This study examines how the visual interplay and juxtaposition of
Shi‘i symbols and Iranian myths contribute to reinterpreting the concept
of good versus evil. To this end, it clarifies the semantic and visual mech-
anisms underlying the coexistence of these two traditions and reveals how
each—Shi‘i and mythological—shapes the overall message of the artwork.
The term “coexistence of Iranian myths and Shi‘i themes” here does not im-
ply conceptual equivalence, but rather the simultaneous presence of signs
from different origins within one visual structure, where meaning emerges
from their relationship and opposition.

The research is descriptive-analytical and uses a qualitative method for data
interpretation. Its aim is to explore how Shi‘i symbols and Iranian myths
are visually juxtaposed in Imam Reza (AS) Saving the People of the Sea
and to explain their role in re-creating the metaphor of good and evil. A
theoretical framework on juxtaposition, myth, and symbol was established
through library and digital sources. Then, four artworks from three ver-
sions of the Falnama—one from a private collection, two from the Topkapi
manuscript, and one from the Sultan Ahmed manuscript—were analyzed
with iconographic and comparative-mythological methods. Of these, three
images were of adequate quality, though one Topkapi piece was examined
despite low resolution. The analysis of these artworks shows that in “Imam
Reza (AS) Saving the People of the Sea,” the concept of good versus evil
is re-created through the juxtaposition of Shi‘i symbols and Iranian myths.
Drawing upon both traditions, the artist presents a multilayered vision of
the eternal struggle between light and darkness, good and evil. The central
figure, Imam Reza (AS), appears as the hero and savior—representing ab-
solute good and divine mediation in Shi‘i belief—while also being linked
to the Iranian mythical figure of Saoshyant. Just as Saoshyant defeats Ahri-
man to restore Ahura Mazda’s order, the Imam embodies salvation and the
triumph of good over evil, signifying the continuity of Iran’s savior belief
in a Shi‘i framework.

The halo of light around the Imam’s face exemplifies the fusion of these
traditions. This radiance derives both from the Quranic and mystical con-
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Extended Abstract

Iranian painting, particularly in illustrated religious and literary texts, has
long reflected cultural beliefs, values, and narratives. This art form not only
visualizes events but also functions as a semiotic system, conveying con-
cepts through the integration of color, form, and composition. Within this
context, the notions of “symbol” and “myth” are central to the visual lan-
guage and crucial for understanding hidden layers in artworks. A symbol is
a sign that, beyond its outward appearance, denotes a broader concept or
deeper meaning. In religious or mythological art, symbols mediate between
the perceptible world and spiritual or metaphysical concepts; for example,
the halo as a sign of sanctity in Shi‘i culture, or composite creatures repre-
senting good or evil forces. Myth, on the other hand, is a narrative structure
that, within a cultural framework, explains the origins of creation, cosmic
forces, or heroic behavior. In the Iranian cultural sphere, pre-Islamic myths
often revolve around the conflict between good and evil, heroism, and the
forces of nature, and many of these elements were later integrated with re-
ligious concepts during the Islamic era.

In Iranian culture, especially in miniature painting, symbols have not only
aesthetic functions but also significant semantic and ideological weight.
Understanding a symbol in Persian miniature painting is difficult without
knowledge of its religious, mystical, and literary background. Thus, analyz-
ing symbols in artworks requires an interdisciplinary approach informed by
art history, religious values, mythology, and religious studies. The concept
of good and evil in the Iranian visual tradition has followed a complex,
multilayered path—from pre-Islamic mythology, reinterpreted in Islamic
art, to the Safavid period, when the convergence of Iranian mythology and
Shi‘i symbolism becomes especially apparent.

Falnamas, as divinatory texts, occupy a distinct place in the history of Irani-
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Methodologically, the present study is fundamental (bunyadi) in its aim
and qualitative in nature. The research method is descriptive-analytical,
employing a comparative approach across the three philosophical traditions
under discussion, with data collected through library-based (documentary)
research. By placing the rationalist aesthetics of the Ikhwan al-Safa, the
illuminationist epistemology of Suhrawardi, and the metaphysics of multi-
plicity of Ibn “Arabi into sustained dialogue with contemporary questions
of cultural identity and globalization, the paper aims to contribute both to
the theoretical literature on Islamic art and to the practical concerns of con-
temporary artists seeking to produce culturally rooted yet globally resonant
work.

Keywords: Islamic art, globalization, cultural identity, Suhrawardi, Ibn
‘Arabi, Ikhwan al-Safa
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intersection of three domains—""rational order” (derived from the Ikhwan
al-Safa), “spiritual intuition” (derived from Suhrawardi), and “multilayered
interpretability” (derived from Ibn ‘Arabi). The possibility of presenting
Islamic art to a genuinely global audience, the paper argues, arises precise-
ly at the point where these three domains cease to operate in isolation and
instead become dynamically and creatively integrated within the process of
artistic production itself. It is this integration—rather than any single one of
the three principles taken alone—that allows a work to be simultaneously
rooted and portable, particular and universal, traditional and contemporary.
Building on this three-part theoretical synthesis, the paper contends that
the confluence of these approaches, at the level of both theory-building
and artistic production, results in a productive rereading of meaning and
a reinvention of form in contemporary art in the age of globalization. This
approach, it is argued, allows Islamic art to avoid the twin dangers of mere
imitation of the past on the one hand and the identity-less dissolution char-
acteristic of globalization on the other. In other words, the framework offers
a middle path between ossified traditionalism and rootless cosmopolitan-
ism—a path that is neither nostalgic revivalism nor uncritical assimilation
into a homogenized global visual culture.

In order to substantiate this argument, the paper seeks reasoned answers
to four interrelated research questions. First, how is it possible to reinvent
Islamic art in the age of globalization without severing it from its own epis-
temological and metaphysical foundations? Second, what specific roles do
the intuitive approach (associated with Suhrawardian illumination) and the
doctrine of the Unity of Being (associated with Ibn “Arabi) play in the re-
reading of meaning within Islamic art? Third, what place do sacred geom-
etry and numerical proportion—as theorized primarily through the Ikhwan
al-Safa—occupy in the reinvention of artistic forms and images in the era of
globalization? Fourth, how can an artist working within the Islamic artistic
tradition translate the confluence of these three approaches into a practical,
applicable methodology for producing works of art that are genuinely ap-
pealing to a globalized contemporary audience?

In addressing these questions through a review of the aforementioned the-
oretical foundations, the paper endeavors to trace a meaningful line of con-
nection along three related axes: first, between the past and the future of
the Islamic artistic tradition; second, between tradition and innovation in
the creation of artistic forms within that tradition; and third, between Islam-
ic artworks and audiences situated within civilizational contexts different
from that of Islamic civilization itself. The paper argues that establishing
this three-fold connection renders both the rereading of the wisdom-based
foundations (mabani-yi hikm1) of Islamic art and the reinvention of its vi-
sual elements not merely desirable but effectively indispensable within the
global arena and within the broader field of intercultural exchange.
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in an important sense, universal and trans-cultural: proportion, symmetry,
and geometric harmony can be apprehended and appreciated across cultural
boundaries even by audiences unfamiliar with the specific theological or
historical context of Islamic civilization. In this sense, the Ikhwan al-Safa’s
rationalist aesthetics supplies a bridge of intelligibility between Islamic art
and global audiences, without requiring any dilution of the tradition’s sub-
stantive content.

The second axis is Suhrawardi’s [lluminationist philosophy (hikmat al-ish-
raq), which centers on light (niir) and intuitive unveiling (kashf, shuhtid)
as the primary modes of both metaphysical knowledge and aesthetic ex-
perience. Where the Ikhwan al-Safa emphasize discursive, rational appre-
hension of order, Suhrawardi shifts attention to the perceiver’s lived, ex-
periential, and contemplative encounter with the artwork. Illumination is
not merely a visual metaphor but an epistemic category: truth and beauty
disclose themselves to the receptive soul through direct intuitive perception
rather than solely through rational deduction. Applied to art, this frame-
work suggests that an artwork’s capacity to move and transform its behold-
er does not depend on the beholder’s prior cultural or doctrinal literacy; the
experience of luminosity, radiance, and contemplative depth can be intui-
tively grasped by any attentive viewer, regardless of cultural background.
This axis therefore addresses the perceptual and experiential dimension of
cross-cultural artistic communication, complementing the structural uni-
versality supplied by the Ikhwan al-Safa.

The third axis draws on Ibn “Arabi’s doctrine of the Unity of Being (wahdat
al-wujtd) and his theory of the manifestation (tajalli) of a single Truth (al-
Haqq) through an infinite multiplicity of forms (suwar). For Ibn ‘Arabi, no
single form or interpretation exhausts the reality it manifests; every form
is a locus of disclosure (mazhar) that reveals the Real according to the re-
ceptivity (isti‘dad) of the perceiver. This metaphysics of multiplicity fur-
nishes a robust theoretical warrant for polysemy, interpretive openness, and
hermeneutic plurality within the language of art: a single artistic form can
legitimately sustain multiple, even culturally divergent, readings without
any one reading being reducible to mere subjective projection or without
the work’s underlying unity being compromised. This axis is decisive for
the paper’s argument because it explains, at the deepest metaphysical level,
why Islamic art can accommodate—rather than merely tolerate—cultural
diversity in reception: interpretive multiplicity is not a corruption of mean-
ing but a manifestation of its very structure. Taken together, these three axes
are not treated as separate or competing frameworks but as complementary
dimensions of a single, integrated approach.

The paper proposes that the position of the artist working within this tradi-
tion should be reconceived: rather than being understood merely as a pro-
ducer of objects, the artist is better understood as an agent operating at the
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Extended Abstract

One of the central predicaments confronting art in the age of globalization
is the risk that intercultural dialogue and exchange, rather than enriching
cultural identity, may instead erode or distort it. As global cultural flows
accelerate and homogenizing forces intensify, artistic traditions rooted in
particular civilizations face mounting pressure either to dissolve into a
placeless, deracinated visual language or to retreat into a defensive, static
traditionalism that forecloses genuine dialogue with contemporary global
audiences. Neither of these responses is adequate: the first sacrifices iden-
tity for intelligibility, while the second sacrifices relevance for authenticity.
This paper argues that Islamic art, by virtue of its profound intellectual and
metaphysical heritage, possesses the internal resources to escape this di-
lemma altogether. Drawing on the doctrines of the Ikhwan al-Safa, Shihab
al-Din Suhrawardi, and Muhyt al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi, the study demonstrates
that it remains possible today to produce works of art that retain a distinct
and irreducible cultural identity while simultaneously being intelligible,
resonant, and appealing to a global audience—provided that such produc-
tion is grounded in the theoretical foundations of the Islamic wisdom tradi-
tion of art. The theoretical framework of the research is organized around
three interlocking axes, each corresponding to one of these three intellec-
tual traditions.

The first axis is the Ikhwan al-Safa’s conception of art as a manifestation
of cosmic order, number, and proportion. For the Brethren of Purity, the
beauty of an artifact is not a matter of arbitrary taste but a reflection of the
mathematical harmony underlying the created universe; number, geometry,
and proportion are the visible traces of an intelligible cosmic order acces-
sible to reason. This rationalist and structural foundation is significant for
the present argument because it grounds artistic form in principles that are,
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ing of the principles that Ibn al-Haytham would categorize as “particular
meanings.” By establishing a direct, scientific correlation between these
11th-century perceptual theories and 18th-century artistic practices, this
study clearly demonstrates the remarkable continuity and resilience of aes-
thetics within the Islamic-Iranian tradition. The comparative framework
utilized here proves that illumination is a highly rationalized, systematic art
form, specifically designed to facilitate the observer’s perception of beauty
through a structured sequence of cognitive stages.

Ultimately, the divergence noted in the study—regarding the exclusion of
three-dimensional depth—underscores the abstract, spiritual nature of Ira-
nian traditional arts, which consistently prioritize symbolic, harmonious
beauty over the empirical, mechanical reproduction of the material world.
We strongly suggest that the analytical model derived from Ibn al-Hay-
tham, due to its comprehensiveness in explaining geometric ratios and the
psychology of vision, serves as a highly effective, standard methodology
for the analysis of other traditional Iranian arts, such as tilework, carpet
design, and architectural ornamentation. By reclaiming this framework, we
can better articulate the “practical wisdom” (Hikmat-e Amali) embedded
within our artistic heritage and provide a rigorous, scientific basis for the
appreciation of classical Iranian visual culture. This study effectively bridg-
es the long-standing, problematic gap between the technical craft of book
illumination and the cognitive psychology of aesthetics, offering a trans-
formative new perspective for contemporary researchers to interpret the
profound, multi-layered complexity of Darvish Abdolmajid’s visual com-
positions. This framework not only validates the past but also opens new
avenues for evaluating the formal qualities of traditional art in the modern
era, suggesting that beauty, while experienced subjectively, is structured by
universal cognitive laws that deserve deep, analytical exploration.

Keywords: Darvish Abdolmajid Taleqani, Ibn al-Haytham, Aesthetics, I1lu-
mination, Visual Perception
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plication of gold-sprinkling (tala-andazi) and intricate gold illumination
in his folios is not merely decorative; it functions as a strategic, highly
sophisticated management of “light.” In Ibn al-Haytham’s theory, light
is the absolute, primary agent of vision. In Darvish’s folios, the polished
gold surfaces and the varying densities of gold application act as dynamic
sources of light, vitalizing adjacent mineral pigments like lapis lazuli and
vermilion. This process confirms Ibn al-Haytham’s hypothesis that color re-
alizes its full aesthetic potential only through the presence and modulation
of light. The play of light on these surfaces creates a “luminosity gradient”
that guides the eye towards the central text, illustrating a mastery of the
“light-color” relationship.

Furthermore, regarding structural features, the generous size of the margins
and the precise placement (wad’) of the text box act as an architectural, sta-
bilizing substrate for the calligraphic script. The mathematical rigidity and
geometric clarity of the illumination frames provide a necessary, ground-
ing anchor for the fluid, ecstatic, and rapid movements of the Shekasteh
Nasta’liq script. This “situation” of the text creates a clearly defined visual
territory that focuses the observer’s attention and creates a psychological
sense of order and hierarchy, demonstrating how “size” and “position” fun-
damentally contribute to the overall sense of majesty.

In terms of coordination and affinity, the dialectic between “similarity” (ob-
served in the repeating patterns of the Khatayi and Eslimi motifs) and “dif-
ference” (achieved through contrast of colors and varying line thicknesses)
effectively prevents visual monotony. The “teeth-like” (dandan-moushi)
outlining technique is particularly significant; it creates a subtle, rhythmic
discontinuity between the intricate calligraphy and the gold-filled back-
ground, allowing each element to maintain its distinct visual identity while
simultaneously contributing to the unified whole. This successfully satis-
fies Ibn al-Haytham’s criteria for perfect aesthetic affinity, where the “dis-
tinguishing faculty” perceives a “unity within multiplicity.”

Rhythm and texture are also executed with unparalleled mastery. The cal-
ligraphic dynamism of the Shekasteh script provides the required “move-
ment,” while the static framing and balanced, symmetrical layouts provide
the necessary “stillness” and stability. The texture of the paper, meticulous-
ly treated with traditional sizing and burnishing (mohre-zani), creates a tac-
tile smoothness that reflects light uniformly, while the relief-like quality
of heavy mineral paints creates a perceived, subtle “roughness” that adds
depth, physical weight, and richness to the overall visual experience. These
textures are not accidental; they are designed to provide a rich sensory input
that the observer’s mind interprets as “quality” and “craftsmanship.”

The research concludes that the enduring appeal and “aesthetic perfection”
of Darvish Abdolmajid’s works are not a matter of mere artistic intuition.
Rather, they are the result of a sophisticated, internalized understand-
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twenty-two “particular meanings” (ma’ani juz’iyya)—such as light, color,
position, similarity, continuity, and shape—which provide a robust, scien-
tifically grounded model where beauty is understood as the result of a pre-
cise analysis of formal properties by the observer’s “distinguishing faculty”
(al-quwwa al-mumayyiza). The fundamental research question addressed
in this paper is: How do the visual components and decorative arrays of
illumination in Darvish’s calligraphic works lead to the manifestation of the
“Perfection of Beauty” (Kamal al-Husn) through the mental and physical
processes envisioned by Ibn al-Haytham?

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology with a compara-
tive approach. Data were gathered through intensive library research and
the systematic, direct observation of prominent, high-quality folios held in
prestigious collections such as the Golestan Palace Library, the Majlis Li-
brary, and the Reza Abbasi Museum. The study is structured in three opera-
tional stages: first, the extraction and definition of the 22 “particular mean-
ings” from Kitab al-Manazir to serve as a rigorous analytical framework;
second, the purposeful selection of representative calligraphic pieces that
exhibit a high diversity of illumination techniques, ranging from tala-anda-
zi (gold sprinkling) to polychromatic floral motifs; and third, the detailed
comparative analysis of these decorative arrays against Ibn al-Haytham’s
perceptual model. In this analysis, components related to three-dimensional
depth and linear perspective were excluded, as the aesthetic nature of these
artworks is primarily grounded in two-dimensional visual structures and the
“plane of beauty.”

Ibn al-Haytham’s Kitab al-Manazir serves not merely as a treatise on the
physics of light, but as a foundational text in the psychology of human
perception. He asserts that the eye perceives color and light directly and
physically; however, “beauty” is a complex, synthetic meaning perceived
through the intermediary of these physical qualities, which is then pro-
cessed, categorized, and judged by the mind. The “distinguishing faculty”
analyzes these sensory inputs, compares them to previous visual experienc-
es, and discerns the 22 particular meanings. His aesthetic theory is funda-
mentally centered on the concepts of “proportion” (tanasub) and “affinity”
(i’tilaf), where perfect beauty emerges not from a single, isolated feature,
but from the successful, coherent integration of multiple distinct qualities.
For the purpose of this study, we categorized these 22 meanings into five
thematic clusters:

- Fundamental Features (color, light, shape, transparency);

- Structural Features (size, position, distance);

- Coordination Features (continuity, discontinuity, similarity, difference);

- Rhythm Features (movement, stillness, number);

- Texture Features (roughness, smoothness, density).

Our analytical scrutiny of Darvish Abdolmajid’s works reveals that the ap-
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Extended Abstract

The art of book illumination (Tazhib) and calligraphy in Islamic-Iranian
civilization transcends the boundaries of mere technical skill or ornamen-
tation; it represents a profound realm for the manifestation of sapiential
concepts, cosmological order, and rigorous geometric systems. Among the
myriad periods in the history of Iranian art, the 12th century AH—coin-
ciding with the Zand era—witnessed the rise of Darvish Abdolmajid Tale-
qani, one of the most ingenious calligraphers in history. Through his artis-
tic genius, Darvish brought the Shekasteh Nasta’liq script from a state of
excessive complexity to its ultimate maturity and equilibrium, forging an
inseparable bond between the fluid, ecstatic dynamism of the pen and the
sophisticated, intellectual richness of illumination. In the surviving albums
(Muraqqas) and calligraphic folios attributed to him, illumination does not
function as an external, secondary element or a mere frame; rather, it acts
as a fundamental, primary pillar for the perception of beauty, functioning
as an essential component of a cohesive “visual alliance” that engages both
the eye and the intellect.

Despite the evident aesthetic harmony in his works, understanding the in-
ternal “how” and “why” of this beauty—which has captivated observers
for centuries—requires an analytical model that can effectively bridge the
gap between the material components of the artwork and the cognitive pro-
cesses of the human observer. The present research aims to explain the aes-
thetics of illumination arrays in Darvish’s works based on the foundational
principles of Ibn al-Haytham’s theory of visual perception, as expounded
in his masterpiece, Kitab al-Manazir (The Book of Optics). Ibn al-Hay-
tham revolutionized the understanding of human sight by introducing
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interpreted through experiential metaphor tend to possess a greater degree
of universality and can generate similar interpretations across different
typefaces and scripts. It should also be noted that the meaning of certain
typefaces may be interpreted through both semiotic mechanisms simulta-
neously, or that a single typeface may embody multiple distinctive features.
An example of the first case is the Gramophone typeface, which, due to its
letterforms derived from the Thuluth script, connotatively references this
calligraphic tradition, while its rounded and curved forms simultaneously
evoke metaphors of naturalness, organicity, and softness. An example of
the second case is the Mahal typeface, which can be interpreted through
multiple distinctive features: in terms of orientation, it is characterized by
verticality, and in terms of expansion, it is considered a condensed typeface.
As a result, it conveys not only concepts such as stability and alertness, but
also notions of pressure, density, and restricted movement.

The analysis of the semiotic features of Persian typefaces demonstrates that
the formal design of letterforms directly influences their visual discourse;
in other words, in typeface design, form operates in the service of meaning.
Thus, letterforms, through variations in vertical and horizontal structures,
degrees of expansion or condensation, connectivity or disjunction, and all
the features discussed above, generate meaning by means of metaphorical
expression or through the production of connotation.

Recognizing this relationship—and understanding which formal features
shape letterforms and what meanings they convey—can significantly assist
type designers in the design process. It enables them to shape letterforms in
accordance with the intended message or the desired discursive qualities.
Furthermore, it assists graphic designers in selecting appropriate typefaces
from among the vast number available, allowing them to choose options
that visually align with the intended discourse. More broadly, the findings
of this study have practical implications for type designers as well as for all
users of typefaces, including graphic designers, publishers, and writers. By
fostering a deeper awareness of the visual discourse of typefaces, it supports
more informed and intentional selection. Choosing a typeface that corre-
sponds appropriately to the subject matter can reinforce the discourse of a
text, whereas selecting a typeface without attention to the meanings con-
veyed through its visual form may result in miscommunication or unintend-
ed effects. Therefore, both in the design of letterforms and in the selection
of typefaces for written communication, it is essential to remain aware of
the meanings carried by typographic form. Ultimately, it can be said that the
form of the letter, too, has something to say.
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is at this point that semiotics emerges as significant and operative.

In this study, van Leeuwen’s approach is employed to analyze the visual
meaning of typefaces. Van Leeuwen is recognized as one of the most in-
fluential social semioticians and has conducted extensive research in the
semiotics of typography, particularly in relation to Latin typefaces. In his
framework, he proposes an analysis based on distinctive features, identify-
ing eight key characteristics of typefaces: curvature, connectivity, weight,
expansion, slope, orientation, regularity, and non-distinctive features. He
further interprets the visual meaning of each of these features through semi-
otic mechanisms such as connotation and metaphor.

In this study, this framework is applied to the analysis of the discourse of
Persian typefaces, with the aim of examining their visual features and as-
sociated meanings. To analyze the meaning of letterforms, it was necessary
to select a sample of typefaces as the statistical population of the study. The
selection was limited to contemporary Persian typefaces, defined as those
designed within the past fifteen years (1390-1405 / 2011-2026). This se-
lection was conducted purposively by the researcher, with the intention that
each sample would effectively demonstrate the feature under investigation.
No claim is made that these represent the best or most comprehensive exam-
ples, as Persian typefaces are numerous and diverse. The analyzed corpus
consists of 15 typefaces drawn from two principal categories: text typefaces
and display typefaces. The display typefaces include Gramophone, Daftar,
Edameh, Stencil 898, Mahal, Valhalla, Hamta, and Radikal, while the text
typefaces include Kahroba, Anjoman, Gohar, Vanda, Damoon, Darvish, and
Morabae.

In examining how form conveys meaning, it was observed that the mean-
ings associated with certain typographic features are interpreted through
connotation, while others are understood through metaphor. For instance,
those formal characteristics of letterforms that derive from cultural or his-
torical values are typically interpreted through connotation. An example is
the Daftar typeface, whose visual discourse refers to texts printed approxi-
mately eighty years ago in Iran through letterpress printing. In contrast, fea-
tures such as weight carry meanings that are interpreted through experiential
metaphor, grounded in shared human perception of their experiences. For
example, in the Anjoman typeface, heavier weights—due to their increased
thickness—function as a metaphor for boldness, strength, and assertiveness.
This corresponds to the experiential association in spoken language, where
a louder voice conveys greater confidence and authority. Conversely, lighter
weights in the same typeface, due to the thinness of the letterforms, meta-
phorically suggest inconspicuousness and lower priority, similar to how a
softer voice tends to attract less attention.

Accordingly, it can be concluded that analyzing the semantic capacities of
typographic form through the lens of connotation primarily engages with
meanings that are specific to the cultural, historical, and social context, and
may therefore vary across different writing systems. In contrast, meanings
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Extended Abstract

Writing is not only read but also seen; in other words, beyond conveying
linguistic meaning, writing is capable of communicating visual meanings
through its form. While the visual meaning of typography in Persian has
been examined in previous studies, what now calls for further investigation
is the hypothesis that the typeface itself—through the formal qualities of its
letterforms—can influence the transmission of visual meaning. Typefaces,
as the most prevalent form of writing in the contemporary world, are wide-
ly used, and we encounter a variety of them in our daily lives. However,
despite their extensive use, semiotic studies—particularly those focusing
on Persian typefaces—remain limited. Considering that the contemporary
movement of Persian typeface design in Iran has emerged only since the
2010s and it represents a relatively new and emerging segment of graphic
design in Iran, further research in this area appears essential.

In order to analyze how the visual form of a typeface can affect its non-lin-
guistic meaning, the following research question is: How can Persian type-
faces, through their formal transformations, influence discursive systems
and reshape the conditions under which meaning is received by readers?
The present study is qualitative in nature and employs a descriptive-analyti-
cal method. To address the research question, a semiotic approach is adopt-
ed. It can be stated that within a system of codes, two types of value can be
identified: systemic value and discursive value. Systemic value corresponds
to what may be termed direct meaning, also referred to as linguistic value,
and exists independently of discursive value. Discursive value, however,
reactivates and reconfigures codes by granting them a renewed presence; it
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